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The A-side began its history some time in the first quarter of the 19th century as a 
spiritual called, “We are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder.” The song was sung by slaves and 
had an undertone of emancipation to it. By around 1875, singers were attaching the 
chorus from another song, “Rise and Shine,” not only to “We are Climbing Jacob’s 
Ladder” but to other spirituals as well. New editions added new verses, and the song 
adapted to the changes. 
 
As a gospel song, the congregation normally sings “Jacob’s Ladder” as a call-and-
response song, and Doris Troy’s version follows that pattern, with the other 
members of her choir singing the response sections. This arrangement also features 
two instrumental solos and a rock/soul beat and might be one of the most 
outstanding recordings of the song. 
 
 


