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The year 1970 brought with it the story of The Mole – El Topo. The title character of the film is a mysterous 
“modern western” character who seems to wander around in search of something. Carrying a black 
umbrella, El Topo and his son ride around performing acts of justice and fighting off bandits. After 
establishing himself as a brutal vindicator, he sets off on a journey to be the greatest gunfighter of legend.  
That is just the beginning of the story, brought to life on screen by Alejandro (Alexandro) Jodorowsky and 
ABKCO.   
 
 
 
 
 



Although the movie premiered in limited release in December, it took 
considerable time to put out the soundtrack album. As 1971 drew to a close, 
Douglas Records released a cover of the soundtrack music, performed by Shades 
of Joy. This wound up competing with the Apple album, since both were released 
at approximately the same time. These succeeded in somewhat of a “cult” 
capacity. The first quarter of 1972 saw ABKCO make an effort to purchase Apple 
– an effort that failed. Ultimately, Apple and ABKCO parted ways with one 
another. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


