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The saying that “an elephant never forgets” likely comes from an 
early Greek proverb about camels remembering when they are 
injured. From camel, they went to elephant, and having an 
elephant’s memory came to mean never forgetting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The band named (The) Elephant’s Memory nearly defied 
description. As they started, they were an eight-piece band that 
focused on jazz-based music with a rock beat. They gained fame 
locally around New York by performing (02/29/1968) with the 
American Symphony: a fusion of classical and hard rock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This led their ever-changing lineup to a brief association with Buddah 
records, where they recorded their first album (BDS-5033). The album 
attracted attention to them further, and two of their songs wound up in (the 
movie) Midnight Cowboy alongside Nilsson’s version of “Everybody’s 
Talkin.’” They released an album of Songs from Midnight Cowboy and moved 
on to Metromedia Records for 1970’s Take it To the Streets (MD-1035). Still 
morphing and finding their own identity, they encountered John and Yoko. 
After playing with them as part of Plastic Ono Elephants Memory (POEM), 
they released this Apple album and its associated single. 
 
After Apple and Allen Klein diverged, the 
five-man Elephant’s Memory moved over to 
RCA Victor, where they recorded their 1974 
album, Angels Forever (APL1-0569). They 
were in all the right places – had Carly Simon 
as a member, played concerts with the Who, 
backed up Chuck Berry, had contracts with 
major labels – but perhaps they were never 
there at the right time. Lennon saw 
something special in them; may this LP be 
released soon on CD. 
 

 
 

 
 
 


