
“Barbara Ann”/“Girl Don’t Tell Me” 
 
Label 62 
Capitol    5561 
Orange/yellow swirl label without subsidiary print. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01S (Keystone print) 
Factories:  Scranton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01L (Bert-Co print) 
Factories:  Los Angeles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As radio stations began to play “Barbara Ann” instead of the group’s new single, “The Little Girl I Once 
Knew,” Capitol responded immediately by preparing a new single. Since the song had a long 
introduction and outro on the album, Capitol edited the song to a fast-running 2:05 and prepared an ad 
for the trade mags. That ad is noteworthy in two respects. First, both the imagery and the copy promote 
the album more so than the single; Capitol was clearly trying to boost album sales. Secondly, Capitol’s 
art department had not yet completed a design for the picture sleeve, as they used a mock image 
instead. This truly was a rushed release. 



Cash Box and Billboard each reviewed the single on December 18th. As the Capitol ad notes, DJs were 
already playing the single, and it rapidly overtook “The Little Girl I Once Knew” – as well as most other 
songs. Although Billboard stopped the song at #2 behind the Beatles’ “We Can Work It Out,” both Cash 
Box and Record World agreed that it was deserving of Number One status. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture Sleeve 
 
PS1A(east coast): 
The sleeve has a straight-cut top. The open side has “Girl Don’t Tell Me” at the top. This sleeve is semi-
glossy. 

 
PS1B (west coast): 
The sleeve is tab cut. The tab side has “Barbara Ann” at the top. This 
sleeve has a flat finish. 
 
The sleeve was counterfeited more than once. Genuine straight-cut 
sleeves have “Printed in USA” along the bottom of the open side. All 
copies with curved-cut tops are counterfeit. 

 
 
 
 
 

Label 62xb 
Capitol    5561 
Orange/yellow swirl with black subsidiary print. 
August, 1968, to October, 1968 
Factories:  Scranton  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Label 62xw 
Capitol    5561 
Orange/yellow swirl with white subsidiary print. 
October, 1968, to April, 1969 
Factories:  Scranton 
 

 
 
 
 

Label 69 
Capitol    5561 
Red/orange target label with Capitol dome logo. 
April, 1969, to May, 1969 
Factories:  Los Angeles 
 
 
 
In 1969, Capitol deleted this single from the catalog and created instead a double-A-sided record for the 
Star Line – using “Barbara Ann” and “Good Vibrations.” Apparently dissatisfied with that coupling, they 
deleted it, too, and issued “Barbara Ann” together with “Little Honda” as a main-line single in 1975. That 
last version of the “Barbara Ann” single remained in print through the 1988 pressing. 
 
 


