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Following the great success of the two collections of Beatles 
hits, 1962-1966 and 1967-1970, Capitol Records began 
designing a follow-up collection that would keep the Beatles 
in the public eye and provide as little overlap as feasible with 
the “red” and “blue” albums. The release of another 
compilation (“pickup”) album would have served as well to 
put the band in compliance with the terms of their 1969 
contract – which called for one such LP every year. That 
(unreleased) collection would have contained twelve songs 
that were not written by the band. 
 
In 1975, Paul McCartney established a new contract for himself with Capitol Records worldwide, but 
George Harrison was planning to exit EMI for his own label, Dark Horse. EMI did not renew their contracts 
with John Lennon or Ringo Starr, leaving Ringo to seek another label and prompting John Lennon to go 
into retirement for five years. John found that avenue preferable to playing in Las Vegas clubs like Elvis 
Presley. 
 
As the band’s contract expired on January 26, 1976, their back catalog reverted to Capitol Records in the 
United States, and Capitol brought out the compilation package that they had proposed two years earlier. 
With the cooperation of EMI, Capitol elicited the work of George Martin to prepare the album for release. 
When Martin listened to Capitol’s two-track masters, he was appalled at how primitive some of the songs 
sounded compared to modern (1976) music. He decided to add some echo and reverb to a few songs, to 
narrow the stereo image on the songs that the band had recorded on twin-track machines, and to try to 
modernize the sound. EMI in England disapproved of Martin’s having altered the music and compiled their 
set from the stereo master tapes instead. 
 
At that point, Capitol began a massive promotional campaign. First, they slightly redesigned and updated 
a poster that Capitol/Apple had released in 1975 – adding new images, colorizing the photos, and including 
the album’s logo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Based in part on the rock-and-roll revival that followed the release of American Graffiti – marked also by 
the success of the TV program, Happy Days – Capitol titled the collection Rock ‘n’ Roll Music. From their 
earlier proposal, they replaced some of the softer ballads with more upbeat tracks and reduced the 
number of non-Beatles-authored songs from twelve to ten. Their choice to include the rapid-paced 
number “I’m Down” marked its first appearance on an album in America and the song’s first widespread 

release in stereo. Prior to this time, the song had appeared in stereo only on the Japanese Help! EP (Odeon 
OP-411). Capitol did not need to ask for a fresh mix of the song because the 1965 stereo mix had been in 
their archive since then, waiting for an eventual stereo release. 
 
Capitol’s Roy Kohara solicited artist Ignacio Gomez to design the cover. John Lennon offered to draw 
something, but possibly due to his split with EMI, Capitol turned him down. Gomez had previously drawn 
covers for Sunday’s Child (Reprise), the Fifth Dimension (Soul City), Jellyroll (Kapp), and Stone the Crows 
(Polydor) – among others. The inner cover featured images reminiscent of 1950s rock and roll, while the 
front and back covers were based on a shot of the band. 
 
On February 8, 1964, George Harrison was sick and bed-ridden. He skipped most of the activities that the 
rest of the band enjoyed that day, but he showed up at Ed Sullivan’s studio at the end of the rehearsal 
session – just in time to take photographs. Fortunately, George was well enough to play on the band’s 
famous Sullivan debut on the 9th! On the 8th, however, all we see of him are photographs. He wore a gray 
suit that day, while Ringo wore pin stripes, and the others sported dark blue suits. For promotional 
purposes, the band took several photographs without their instruments, several with them (well, Ringo 
held his drumsticks), and several with Ed Sullivan himself. Most of these photos wound up being quite 
famous. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The most famous of the “instruments” photos appeared on the cover of the Beatles’ Second Album; 
however, the previously-used photograph was not exactly like the one that Gomez selected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to 30- and 60- second media spots, Capitol began marketing the album with a host of 
promotional items, including at least three posters, two t-shirts, a mobile, a “clothesline” album hanger, 
an album divider, a banner, a press kit, a book cover, and a Frisbee. Capitol also screened in theaters the 
1974 film Braverman’s Condensed Cream of the Beatles – originally prepared as part of a production by 
Geraldo Rivera. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As if that wasn’t enough, Capitol kept up the “pressure” by including the record as part of October’s 
“Greatest Music Ever Sold” promotional campaign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The response was phenomenal. The album and its leadoff single, “Got to Get You Into My Life,” sold very 
well – eventually giving the Beatles another gold record. 
In India, the record appeared on the familiar Apple label instead of the  
Custom Capitol label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When the album was reissued onto the budget label in 1980, Capitol wisely decided to replace the cover 
design with a large photograph of the Beatles. The two-record set was split into separate albums. These 
continued to sell and remained in the catalog until 1990. 
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