
Surfers’ Choice 
Dick Dale and his Del-Tones 
Released November 1, 1962. 
First appearance in trade magazines: December 22, 1962. 
 
Label 62 
Del-Tone    LPM-1001 
White label with matrix numbers JM-1001 and JM-1002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Monsour, aka Dick Dale, started his recording career as a rock-and-roller 
by meeting up with Bob Keene (Keane, Kuhn) of Del-Fi Records. It was March 
1958, and Keene wound up listening to Dale’s demonstration recordings of songs 
like “Ooh-Whee-Marie.” Dale and Keene never quite connected. Whereas Bob 
Keene went on to sign Ritchie Valens to his label, Dick Dale began releasing singles 
with the help of his father, James Monsour, who financed and produced Dick’s 
recordings. 
 
Dale invented and pioneered instrumental surf music that year, and each of his Del-Tone singles seemed 
to attract more attention than the one before. By fall 1962, he was ready to release his first album, Surfers’ 
Choice. By early January, the album had sold 50,000 copies and was selling at a rapid pace. This led to a 
bidding war by larger labels hoping to pick up on the record’s success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



On February 14, 1963, Capitol Records won the bidding war for Dick Dale. Instead of merely distributing 
the record, Capitol would press and release the album – along with Dale’s singles and the Del-Tone label. 
Although Dick Dale had been recording surf music for several years (and his influence drove the surf-music 
movement), Capitol was catching on at a time when they were already becoming known for releasing 
vocal surf music – most notably the Beach Boys. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By early March, Capitol had prepared releases of Dale’s first album and his two most popular singles. The 
album became part of Capitol’s main series. 
 
 
 
 



Label 63 
Del-Tone (Capitol)    T-1886 (mono) 
White label with Capitol Records rim print. 
 
63S (Keystone print) 
Factory:  Scranton  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
63L (Bert-Co print) 
Factories:  Los Angeles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Capitol promoted their release with a flexi disc of “Misirlou” that they included in the pages of Billboard 
magazine’s March 16, 1963, issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Label 63 
Del-Tone (Capitol)    DT-1886 (Duophonic) 
White label with Capitol Records rim print. 
 
63S (Keystone print) 
Factory:  Scranton  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
63L (Bert-Co print) 
Factories:  Los Angeles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dick Dale was christened King of Surf Guitar. The surf 
movement belonged to him. He once told me his secret, “It’s 
all about ATTITUDE.” That’s what made him the Surfers’ 
Choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


