Aladdin Records

As the Mesners tried to register the trademark for Philo Records,
which they had founded during the War, they faced resistance from
the Philco Radio Corporation, who indicated that the Philo name may
cause confusion. After over a month of discussion, the Mesner
brothers decided to change their business to Medlee (= M + Ed + Lee).
They dropped that idea within a week or two, however, in favor of
another name: Aladdin. With that name, the label would be popular
throughout the R&B scene during the early 1950s.

Aladdin Records was known predominantly as a singles label. In fact,
the main label only released two 78-RPM albums, nine ten-inch LPs,
and nine twelve-inch LPs. Their budget subsidiary, Score, issued more
than thirty low-cost albums before slowing down their whole release
schedule in 1959.

In 1962, Imperial Records bought out the Aladdin, and most of
Aladdin’s most popular releases were reissued on the Imperial label.

by Frank Daniels

To Out Dealer and
Distsibuter Friends:

BECAUSE OUR NAME

“PHILO”

is easily confused with another trade name, we feel compelled
to make a change.

HEREAFTER WE WILL BE KNOWN AS

"MEDLEE RECORDINGS”

Our Numbers, our Label, our Policy,
the Supervision, the Ownership remain the same

May we thank you for your past patronage and assure you that
we will continue to serve you to the very best of our ability.

Cordially,
MESNER AND MESNER

ORDER YOUR “PHILO HITS" rrom
MEDLEE RECORDINGS

423% W. 5th St. Los Angeles, Calif.




RECORDINGS

427 WEST 51h STREET.

LOS ANGELES 13,CAL .

Instrumental
(Recorded July 1942)

BODY AND SOUL
(Uteyman, Sour, Eyton, Green)
LESTER YOUNG TRIO

King Cole, piono; Lester Young,
ten. sax; Red Callender, bass.

Lester Young Trio
A reissue of Philo P-1.

ALADDIN

Ctars and Hits

7o’zeve’:.

1122 "DRIFTING BLUES” KING (OLE-LESTER YOUNG-
Jounny Thr, RED CALLANDER TRIO  (ALBUM A-1)
ARTKUR MURRAY

Yocal-Bobby Ramos

Arthur Murray Way
GOCERO—RUMBA

s Orchestra
? g

"JUMPIN' AT MESKERS™

Lester Young

“YOU ARE:MY FIRST LOVE"

Johwny Moore’s Three Slazers w

yn
ALADDIN RECORDINGS

4918 SANTA, MONICA BLVD. HOLLYWOOD, CAIF.

(10X BLUES™

Album No. 51 Rumba and Samba the Arthur Murray Way
Bobby Ramos
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  August 8, 1946

Aladdin 10” Long Play Albums

Battte Of The Sares

featifing
ILLINDIS JACQUET =4 LESTER YOUNG

BATTLE
OF THE SAXES

featuring

cafnind: s arm the roedy. earhy fows In
that vivady siream of goad sound that
dofights s facs.

ILLINOIS JACOUET
i

LEsTER YOS

A idn 5 side
WO JACOuET LesTeR voune
Fing Home 0.8t
Bl e Blow
Gostin’ 1 Sunny ide of s Stset
Wsois Blows The Sims a 0

Battle of the Saxes

lllinois Jacquet and Lester Young

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  February 24, 1951

Available on red or black vinyl. The first front cover was all yellow with black print.



HOT JAZZ

BATTLE OF THE SAXES—Illinois Jacquet
and Lester Young 67
Aladdin (33) 701

Jacquet: Flying Home, Blow [llinals Blow; Goofa'

Off; Tllinols Blows the Blues

Young: D 8. Blues, Lester Biows Again; Sunny

Side of the Street; Jumgin' With Symphony Sid

Unhappy to relate, the mint itzm in this LP

assemblage of the two great tenormen, “Flying

Home,” emerges bdadly distorted, full of wows

and slurs It was a big record several years

thru in good shape. Collectors willing to over-

look the “Fiying Home' side sulll have a lot of

fine tenor at hand, Jacquet, master of the frantic

school, blows excitingly. Young, the Prez of the

tenormen, s superbly cool and, of course, a
KS

peeriess inventor
JUKES
| Yot Sultabh For the hot fraternity.

Hood Music

ssuriog
CHARLES BROWN

i hun of lety. DRIFTING BLUES, BABY.
DONT YOU CRY, 'BII ARE MV

£3 7

v v

Bl that mads

AL-702 Mood Music

Charles Brown

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  February 17, 1951

Available on red or black vinyl. The first front cover was yellow with brown print.

M000 MUSIC—Charles Brown (1.107) 60
© Aladdia (33) T02
You Are My First Lew; Baby, Don't Yeu
Cry; Get Yourself Another Fool; Again; How Hign
the Maan; Wien My Baby's Coming Home; Forgive
Me; I've Got That Old Feeling
The eight Charles Brown interpretations on this
disk have all been released previously on 78 rpom.
singles.  Several hn been, good selling  disks

Whether oe -n this package .of slow and easy
mood  melodies & large potential sate on
bong -+l ay 'ecmh can only be determined by the
 Individual dealer with knowledge of the number
of 33V players possessed by Brown fans. Packaging
Uiy adequats
JUKES JOCKS

Not Suitadie R and B spinners
could use any and all

of these re-issues.

The second front cover was white with brown print.



PARTY AFTER .r

AL-703 Party After Hours
Various Artists

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  February 24, 1951
Available on red or black vinyl.

PARTY AFTER HOURS—Amos Milburn. 66
Wynonie “'Mr. Blues’ Harris-*‘Crown
Prince’’  Waterford-Velma Nelson

Operation Blues; Around the Clock; Merry-Go-Round

Blues; Walking Bives; Itty Bitty Girl: After

Midnite

The titular description of this set provides a fairly

accurate picture of the comtent, Included are

2 group of diskings in the modern blues wein

all of them available previously as singles and

some having achieved hit status in the r & b feld

Rockin' the Boogie

L dnaturig
AMOS MILBURN

AL-704 Rockin’ the Boogie

Amos Milburn

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  February 17, 1951

Available in red or black vinyl. The first front cover has a yellow background with brown

print.

/warrrre



The second front cover has a dull blue background with violet print.

ROCKIN' THE BOOGIE—Amos Milburn 60

(1-10")

Aladdia (33) 704
Pot Luck Baogie; Ames’ Boogle; Bye-Bye-Boogie,
Oown the Road Apiece; Boogie-Woogie; Chicken-
Shack Booyle: Rooming MHouse Boogle; Sax Shack

e

Tho Amos Milburn is one of the most popular
sellers in the r & b market, this LP collation
ol some of his successful sides doesn’t figure to
make much of a dent. The reason Is purely &
commercial one, hawing nothing 1o do with the
merit of his work, whith s great; It's simply
that no real LP market has been established in
the ¢ & b beld. The customers still buy their
jop and blues on 78 or 45 speeds. There s a
potential market in the jazz collector fisld, with
proper promotion these fne boogie woogie piano
and wocal sides can take hold with the hol fans.

These first four Aladdin LPs were released simultaneously in February 1951. The matrix numbers for the

four albums ran from LP-1/2 to LP-7/8.




ThelesterYoungTrio i
e

A comsmanon o
nibek CREAT WIei A

7" LESTER YOUNG TRIO
King Cole, pi. ester Young,
d

LOME FLETING MI{ROEROONE. 32 ¥

AL-705 Lester Young Trio

Lester Young Trio

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  1952. This is a reissue of Philo P-1 and Aladdin A-1.
The first cover was bright yellow. The second cover was dull orange.

Available in red or black vinyl.

LESTER YOUNG

and his tenor sax

33/ RP.M. . Instrumental

LESTER YOUNG
1.JUST COOLING
2.ONE O'CLOCK JUMP
3.5 M. BLUES

4. JUMPIN’ AT MESNER'S

706-A

(¢)
4 ¥, 0 ! |
IUNBF E»«VAB‘LEC l T | atbum no. 706
AL-706 Lester Young and his Tenor Sax
Lester Young

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: 1953



LYNN HOPE

and his fenor sax

Instrumental

LYNN HOPE

1. HOPE, SKIP, AND JUMP
2. DRIFTIN'

3, TENDERLY

4.BLUE MOON

AL-707 Lynn Hope and his Tenor Sax
Lynn Hope
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: 1953

ILLINOIS JACQUET

ILLINOIS JACQUET

and his tenor sk

33/ RP.M. . instrumental

ILLINOIS JACQUET

1175 Wip

2. JIVIN' WITH JACK THE BELLBOY
3.YOU LEFT ME ALL ALONE  /J
4. FOR TRULY 7

AL-708 Illlinois Jacquet and his Tenor Sax
lllinois Jacquet
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: 1953

MAXWELL DAVIS
And His Tenor Sax

Long Playing
337 RP.M. (f.
709x

TRACK NO.

UNBREAKABLE

AL-709 Maxwell Davis and his Tenor Sax

Maxwell Davis

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  late 1953

The matrix numbers now have an “X” suffix for side one and a “Q” suffix for side two.



Aladdin 12” Long Play Albums

WITH RHYTHM AND BLUES

Long Playing Vocal

33 1/3 RPM and
710-A . Instrumental
BON.
M 1 2
L

AL-710 Rock ‘n Roll With Rhythm and Blues
Various Artists

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: 1956

Red label.

Reissued in 1957 as I Dig Rock ‘n Roll, Score SLP-4002.

LESTER YOUNG

and his tenor sax series

LESTER YOUNG

AL-801 Lester Young and His Tenor Sax, Volume |
Lester Young
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  October 1956

First pressing, blue label. Reissued in 1958 as Swinging Lester Young, Score SLP-4028.

LESTER YOUNG

and his tenor sax series

Volume | . Instrumental

Long Playing Side B

1. JAMMIN' WITH LESTER

2. YOU'RE DRIVING ME CRAZY
3. LESTER LEAPS IN

4, SHE'S FUNNY THAT WAY

5. LESTER'S BE-BOP BOOGIE
6.5.M. BLUES

UNBREAKABLE

Second pressing, red label.




LESTER YOUNG

‘\\

LESTER YOUNG N

and his tenor sax series

AL-802 Lester Young and His Tenor Sax, Volume Il
Lester Young

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  October 1956
First pressing, blue label. Reissued in 1958 as The Greatest Lester Young, Score SLP-4029.

LESTER YOUNG

and his tenor sax series

Volume Il ]
Long Playing
1. SUNDAY
2. JUMPIN' WITH SYMPHONY SID
3. SAX-O-BE-BOP
4.NO EYES BLUES
5. ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE STREEY,
6. JUMPIN’ AT THE WOODSIDE
7. ONE O'CLOCK JUMP

Second pressing, red label.

I

ILLINOIS JACQU

g

/ and his tenor sax

Long Playing . Instrumental

Side A

1. FLYING HOME (Part One)

2. PLYING HOME (Part Two) /

3. JIVIN' WITH JACK THE BELLBOY

4. YOU LEFT ME ALL ALONE
5. BIG D

6. FOR EUROPEANS ONLY

AL-803 lllinois Jacquet and His Tenor Sax
lllinois Jacquet

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: December 15, 1956
First pressing, red label.

TLLINOIS JACQUET ,ivvvvnsnnncanees T8

(1-12™)

Aladdin 803
The material of this LP has been
available previously on Aladdin 10-
inch LP 708 and on aingles, It’s a
lively collection of “go, go, go"” in-
strumentals, including the celebrated
Jucquet “Flying Home," “Blow, Ili-
nois, Blow,” *“lllinois Blows the
Blues," and “Big Dog." Much of the
materinl sounds very dated now, but
the vitality of the blowing will still
win plenty of customers,




MAXWELL DAVIS
And His Tenor Sax

Long Playing .

Side A

1. BLUE TANGO

2. POPSICLE

3. BLUE SHUFFLE
4. GLORY OF LOVE

5. HEY, GOOD LOOKIN'
6. JOE LOUIS STORY THEME

UNBREAKABLE

AL-804 Maxwell Davis and His Tenor Sax

Maxwell Davis

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  no-show; released November 1956
First pressing, blue label. Reissued in 1957 as Blue Tango, Score SLP-4016.

Second pressing, red label.

LYNN HOPE 18 W 502

LYNN HOPE
And His Tenor Sax

Long Playing ‘ Instrumental |
Side A |

1. TENDERLY

2. oRIFTIN

UNBREAKABLE

AL-805 Lynn Hope and His Tenor Sax LY({U;:IOPI srsssavesonpsaessisessyrolB

Lynn Hope Aladdin LP 80

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: = December 15, 1956 il s o g e
ssued previously, much of it on

Reissued in 1957 as Tenderly, Score SLP-4015. Aladdin 10-inch LP 707, the re-

mainder as singles, It's an instro-
mental package with a variety of
standards, blues and jump numbers,
all good for dancing. The beturbaned
tenor man has s numerous following,
and they'll buy fair quantities of this.




“ (—— |

Side A
1. GLORY OF LOVE
H BABY

3. MY SADDEST HOUR

4. HUCKLEBUCK WITH JIMMY /
5. THESE FOOLISH THINGS
4

6. CHRISTMAS TIME

ONBREAKABLE

AL-806
The Five Keys
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:

Best of the Five Keys

December 8, 1956

THE BEST OF THE FIVE KEYS

First pressing, red label. The album was reissued in 1957 as Score SLP-4003.

The correct song titles are:
1. The Glory of Love

2. Oh! Babe!

3. My Saddest Hour

4. Hucklebuck With Jimmy
5. These Foolish Things

6. It’s Christmas Time

1. Red Sails in the Sunset
2. Too Late

3. Teardrops in Your Eyes
4. Be Anything but Be Mine
5. Love My Loving

6. Serve Another Round

on the towp

THE FIVE KEYS

on the town
THE FIVE KEYS

long! playing .
full fidelity =

1. GLORY OF LOVE

2. OH, BABY

3. MY SADDEST HOUR

4. HUCKLEBUCK WITH JIMKY

“<__S- THESE FOOLISH THINGS- <
6. CHRISTMAS TIME

Score SLP-4003
The Five Keys

On the Town

SLP-1003

THE BEST OF THE FIVE KEYS ......

(1-12")

Aladdin LP B06
The Five Kéys, now one of the top
standard r.&b. groups on Capitol, is
represented on the LP by a dozen of
their best early sides -~ beginning
with “Glory of Love"—which was big
for the boys back in 1951. Al
categories of material are present in
this package by such items as

E=]
on the towp

WITH

THE FIVE KEYS




NBREAKABLE
| AuADOIN RECORBS ¢ NiSHy FIBELITY /LF 0

AL-807 Let the Good Times Roll!
Shirley & Lee

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: = December 8, 1956
First pressing, red label.

Reissued in 1958 as Score SLP-4023.

LLOYD GLENN

CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO
CHICA-BOO

AL-808 Chica-Boo

Lloyd Glenn

First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: December 8, 1956
First pressing, blue label and red vinyl.

Reissued in 1957 as Piano Stylings, Score SLP-4006.

SHIRLEY & LEE /"(otthe Gond Times Rod")

ALADOIN RICORDS, $353 WASY #1CO OULEVARD L3 ANCES 19, CALWONNA

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL (1-12")Shirley

and Lee, Aladdin LP 807
This duo, of course, is one of the top teams in
the business, and they've been strong sellers
for a long consistent period. Fans will_want to
get their hit sides on one LP. This disk con-
tains the smash, “Let the Good Times Roll,”
B}ug many of their other good sides, including
‘'m Gone,” “I'll Do It,” “Takes Money,” etc.
As in the case of the singles, each performance
on this disk spins out a story—mostly in a
hnpi)y vein—of the emotional Is,evelopmem of
the lovers.

LLOYD GLENN “Chi

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL (1-12")Shirley

and Lee, Aladdin LP 807
This duo, of course, is one of the top teams in
the business, and they've been strong sellers
for a long consistent period. Fans will_want to
get their hit sides on one LP. This disk con-
tains the smash, “Let the Good Times Roll,”
B}ug many of their other good sides, including
‘'m Gone,” “I'll Do It,” “Takes Money,” etc.
As in the case of the singles, each performance
on this disk spins out a story—mostly in a
hnpi)y vein—of the emotional Is,evelopmem of
the lovers.




KE CARPENTER

bis plonaignd bead

MUSIC
FOR
ROMANCI

AL-809 Mood Music
Charles Brown
Unreleased until 1957, when it came out as Drifting Blues, Score SLP-4011.

AL-810 Rockin’ the Boogie

Amos Milburn

This was to be a reissue of the ten-inch LP, AL-704. It did not come out on Aladdin, and it was not reissued
on Score.

AL-811 Lights Out

lke Carpenter

This was to be an expanded reissue of Intro LP-950.
It came out in 1957 as Score SLP-4010.

AL-812 Singing the Blues

Billie Holiday and others

This was to be a collection of singles by Holiday, Helen Humes, Patty Anne, and others.

Instead, Aladdin/Score reworked the record. The new version came out as Score SLP-4014, featuring Billie
Holiday, Mickey Champion, and Delores Gibson.

AL-813 Party After Hours

Various Artists

This was to have been an expanded release of AL-703. It did not come out on Aladdin, and it was not
reissued on Score.

This article © 2021 Frank Daniels.



