
The Beginning of an Odyssey 
 
By late 1955, the Chess brothers were well aware of the pattern. Disc jockeys at radio stations that played 
pop music were reluctant to play anything from Chess or Checker unless it was already showing evidence 
of popular appeal. The Chess labels were known as “R&B labels,” and for good reason, but that left them 
out of potentially reaching wider audiences more quickly. Therefore, they conceived of a new label that 
would cater to a pop audience. 
 
That label they named Marterry, after the Chess brothers’ sons: Marshall and Terry. They released one 
album by Al Hibbler in November 1955. After that, the Chess brothers decided that Marterry needed an 
official startup. On December 17th, they announced the rationale behind Marterry and an official startup 
at the beginning of 1956. 
 
By that time, Leonard Chess had planned to reissue songs from 
the Crystalette Records (1949-1954) catalog – including 
specifically the pre-Capitol Kay Starr recordings that Crystalette 
had obtained from Lamplighter Records. That idea seemed not to 
get past the planning stage, for Crystalette reopened in 1956 and 
began pressing new singles. 
 
Having released just one album, the plan called for Marterry to 
release one by Kay Starr and another by Pinky Winters. After the 
deal for Starr’s masters fell through, Leonard Chess rethought the 
concept for Marterry – a label that released just two singles in 
February 1956. This led to Marterry becoming Argo Records. 
 



Argo Label Styles 
 
Label 56 
Black-and-white label with a drawing of the Argo, the ship that Argus constructed for the Argonauts – 
who sailed with Jason in search of the Golden Fleece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 57 
ARGO runs vertically down the left side, with “ULTRA HIGH FIDELITY.” 
Mono: Black label with silver print 
Some copies (from mid-1958 on) have the additional print “Audio Odyssey by Argo” at the top. 
Records with and without the “Audio Odyssey” print appear through 1959. 
The presence or absence of the additional words varies by pressing plant, but which printers used the 
additional words seems to vary from album to album. 
Stereo: Gold label with black print 
Albums have the print “Stereo Odyssey by Argo” at the top. 
This label was used only on stereo records, beginning in 1958. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Label 60 
ARGO runs vertically down the left side, with “ULTRA HIGH FIDELITY.” 
Mono: Gray label with black print 
“Audio Odyssey by Argo” at the top. 
This label was used on mono albums from spring 1960 until 1965. 
Stereo: Blue label with black print 
ARGO runs vertically down the left side, with “ULTRA HIGH FIDELITY.” 
“Stereo Odyssey by Argo” at the top. 
This label was used on stereo albums from spring 1960 until 1965. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 64 
Mustard, pink and white label 
“Audio Odyssey” at the top. 
This label was used (somewhat randomly) on a few albums in 1964. 
It is similar to the label that Argo used on their singles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See the end of this article for Cadet label styles. 
  



Melodies by Al Hibbler  Marterry 601 
Al Hibbler 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 12, 1955 
This is a collection of singles that Hibbler recorded for the Sunrise label in the late 1940s, and which Chess 
purchased in February 1951 and reissued over the subsequent years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reissued in 1957 on the Argo label: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After complaints from bandleader Ralph Marterie, who was based 
in Chicago (as was Chess), Leonard Chess suggested in mid-March 
that he was seeking to change the name of the label. Within two 
weeks, they had selected the name Argo.  



Chamber Music of the New Jazz  ALP-602 
Ahmad Jamal 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956 
 
Label 56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After some success in early 1955 on the Parrot label, Ahmad Jamal recorded an album, which was released 
later in the year. Argo bought the masters for the album and signed Jamal to a recording contract. 
Chamber Music of the New Jazz was Argo’s release of the Parrot album. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 57 LP-602 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning in 1957, Argo reissued the album several times. The first major change replaced the “Creative” 
tag on the front cover with what was then a more typical Argo designator. The album cover changed color 
configurations several times, with the last one appearing to be the one with yellow print. 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In about 1960, Argo redesigned the album’s sleeve art. 
 
Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1967 (Label 65) and again in 1975. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Flute ‘n the Blues  ALP-603 
James Moody 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956 
 
Label 56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 57  LP-603 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1967 (Label 65), in 1971, and again in 1975. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Lonely One   ALP-604 
Pinky Winters 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956 
 
Label 56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The album was reissued later in 1956 with a different front cover. It did not appear on any of the later 
Argo label styles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Winters (Phyllis Wozniak) recorded only two albums during the 50s. This album from 1956, and a ten-
inch LP from 1954 (Vantage VLP-3).  



Without Sauce   ALP-605 
Dick Lane Quartet 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956 
 
Label 56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Doorway to Dixie  LP-606 
Cy Touff & Miff Mole 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Reviewed April 29, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Norman Simmons Trio  LP-607 
Norman Simmons Trio 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Reviewed April 29, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Zoot  LP-608 
Zoot Sims Quartet 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Reviewed:  May 4, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second back cover has the album number at the top and bottom written in what would be the 
standard typeface that Chess/Checker/Argo used. In addition, Argo added a credit to Dave Usher for 
production and changed the address. 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 

Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1975. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chicago Scene  LP-609 
Sandy Mosse, Ira Schulman, Eddie Baker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Reviewed: May 2, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Count ‘Em 88 LP-610 
Ahmad Jamal Trio 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Reviewed: April 18, 1957; May 20, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1971 and 1975. 
 
 
 
 
 



Ramsey Lewis and his Gentle-Men of Swing LP-611 
Ramsey Lewis 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Ad: March 30, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Argo reissued this album in 1966 as Swingin’ (Argo LP-711). They reissued it in rechanneled stereo with 
the new title in 1967 and 1975. Later in the 70s, they returned the album to its original cover and title and 
reissued it again in rechanneled stereo. 
 
Young John Young LP-612 
The John Young Trio 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 22, 1957 (Advance) 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Moody’s Mood for Love LP-613 
Ramsey Lewis 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
Comments: August 10, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Cadet reissued the LP in rechanneled stereo in 1968, 1971, and 1975. 



Chubby’s Back LP-614 
Chubby Jackson’s Big Band 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: September 30, 1957 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Argo pressed Chubby’s album in stereo in summer 1959. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet reissued the album in 1965. 



Swingin’ Down the Lane LP-615 
Dick Lane Quartet 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: no show (released spring 1958) 
Recorded January 15, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chet Chats LP-616 
Chet Roble 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 4, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Time on My Hands LP-617 
Seymour and his “Heartbeat Trumpet” 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 20, 1959 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album was scheduled to be released in stereo in July 1959, but the Argo checklist does not show a 
stereo release for the album. According to Robert L. Campbell’s pages, Seymour Schwartz had recorded 
the album in mono. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Many Moods LP-618 
Al Russ and His Orchestra 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Memories LP-619 
Melavano and His Orchestra 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 10, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Memories LP-619S 
Melavano and His Orchestra 
Stereo 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Out on a Limb LP-620 
Clark Terry 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: May 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MJT + 3 LP-621 
MJT + 3 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 24, 1958 
Probably released in June. 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Jazz Exponents LP-622 
The Jazz Exponents 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 10, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“MAX” LP-623 
Max Roach Quintette 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 15, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet reissued the album in mono on Label 65 and in rechanneled stereo on Label 75. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Johnny Griffin Quartet LP-624 
The Johnny Griffin Quartet 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 5, 1959 
Probably released in February 1959. 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Griffin recorded this album in May/June 1955 for the Parrot label. The first pressing came in a “Kangaroo 
Split-Pak” cover which opened in the middle (by separating into two halves). These contained copies of a 
sampler EP (Argo S-100) which contained selections from Argo albums 636, 624, 635, 633, and 622. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few later copies contained the EP in a more traditional cover. This second cover had an additional 
cardboard separator, being composed of three pieces of cardboard instead of two. Most later copies had 
standard covers and no EP. Cadet reissued the album on Label 75. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I’m Entitled to You LP-625 
Chubby Jackson’s Big Band 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 28, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cookin’ LP-626 
Paul Gonsalves 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 1959 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gentle-Men of Jazz LP-627 
Ramsey Lewis 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 9, 1958 
 
Label 57 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet Label 65 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rechanneled stereo release dates to 1967. 
 
 
 



Cadet Label 75 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ahmad Jamal at the Pershing LP-628 
Ahmad Jamal 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 21, 1958 
 
Label 57 (mono) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 60 (stereo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The RCA matrix prefix M08Y- indicates that Argo offered the album for sale in stereo in 1961. In the middle 
of 1960, Argo switched to a light gray label for mono LPs and a blue label for stereo ones. 
 
 
 
 



Cadet Label 65 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet Label 71 Cadet Label 75 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sonny Stitt LP-629 
Ahmad Jamal 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 9, 1958 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo on Label 65, Label 71, and Label 75. 



The Colorful Strings of Jimmy Woode LP-630 
Jimmy Woode Group 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: January 5, 1959 
 
Label 57 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After some discussions with a British record label that was also named 
Argo, Chess decided to switch immediately to a new name – one that 
began with “C” like Chess and Checker. The Cadet label released new 
albums until 1971 and continued to reissue the earlier 
Chess/Checker/Argo material through the end of the 1970s. The most 
recent reissues were from the All-Platinum Record Group, which 
purchased Chess in August 1975.  
 
 
 
 
  



Cadet Label Styles 
 
Label 65 
Blue, white, and red label with CADET across the top. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 71 
Yellow, pink, and blue label with Cadet at the left. Rim print reads “A GRT Record Group Co., Div. of GRT 
Corp.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 75 
Yellow, pink, and blue label with Cadet at the left. Rim print reads “A 
Division of All Platinum Record Group.” 
 


