The Beginning of an Odyssey

By late 1955, the Chess brothers were well aware of the pattern. Disc jockeys at radio stations that played
pop music were reluctant to play anything from Chess or Checker unless it was already showing evidence
of popular appeal. The Chess labels were known as “R&B labels,” and for good reason, but that left them
out of potentially reaching wider audiences more quickly. Therefore, they conceived of a new label that

would cater to a pop audience.

That label they named Marterry, after the Chess brothers’ sons: Marshall and Terry. They released one
album by Al Hibbler in November 1955. After that, the Chess brothers decided that Marterry needed an
official startup. On December 17, they announced the rationale behind Marterry and an official startup

at the beginning of 1956.

By that time, Leonard Chess had planned to reissue songs from
the Crystalette Records (1949-1954) catalog — including
specifically the pre-Capitol Kay Starr recordings that Crystalette
had obtained from Lamplighter Records. That idea seemed not to
get past the planning stage, for Crystalette reopened in 1956 and
began pressing new singles.

Having released just one album, the plan called for Marterry to
release one by Kay Starr and another by Pinky Winters. After the
deal for Starr’s masters fell through, Leonard Chess rethought the
concept for Marterry — a label that released just two singles in
February 1956. This led to Marterry becoming Argo Records.

Chess Bros.”
Marterry Label
To Hit Stands

CHICAGO, Jan. 28.—The first
releases on the new Marterry la-
bel, to be launched here by the
Chess Brothers, will hit the stands
m-'sit week. Initially, the company
will put out two singles, and
wo 12-inch LP’s mbe gudy for
shipment on February 15.

The label, which has been
planned in order to insure pop
coverage and e re on material
turned up by the brothers’ Chess
and Checker operations, will be
sold thru an entirely different set
of distributors (The Eillboard, De-
cember 24), Chess and Checker
arc mainly rhythm and blues
oriented.,

Last week, Leonard Chess re-
furned from a trip to the West
Coast, bringing with him the en-
tire old Crystalette record catalog,
which he purchased there. This
includes 28 Kay Starr masters,
plus several erstwhile hits by Mr.
Goon Bones, including “Sweet
CGeorgia Brown.”

In addition to the previously re-
ported signing of thrush Savannah
Churchill for Marterry, the label
has inked ballad singer Bull Moose

Juckson, formerly with King. and
the Daps, a vocal group. Bobby
(Later Alligator) Charles, whose

current hit is on Chess, will be
shifted to Marterry. In the jazz
line, Chess signed “cool” thrush

Pinky Winters in California.

The first two LP's will carry
programs by Misses Winters and
Stas.

MARTERRY 5249
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Argo Label Styles

Label 56
Black-and-white label with a drawing of the Argo, the ship that Argus constructed for the Argonauts —

who sailed with Jason in search of the Golden Fleece.

Label 57

ARGO runs vertically down the left side, with “ULTRA HIGH FIDELITY.”

Mono: Black label with silver print

Some copies (from mid-1958 on) have the additional print “Audio Odyssey by Argo” at the top.

Records with and without the “Audio Odyssey” print appear through 1959.

The presence or absence of the additional words varies by pressing plant, but which printers used the
additional words seems to vary from album to album.

Stereo: Gold label with black print

Albums have the print “Stereo Odyssey by Argo” at the top.

This label was used only on stereo records, beginning in 1958.

DOORWAY TO DIXIE
CY TOUFF—MIFF MOLE
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Label 60

ARGO runs vertically down the left side, with “ULTRA HIGH FIDELITY.”
Mono: Gray label with black print

“Audio Odyssey by Argo” at the top.

This label was used on mono albums from spring 1960 until 1965.
Stereo: Blue label with black print

ARGO runs vertically down the left side, with “ULTRA HIGH FIDELITY.”
“Stereo Odyssey by Argo” at the top.

This label was used on stereo albums from spring 1960 until 1965.

Label 64

Mustard, pink and white label

“Audio Odyssey” at the top.

This label was used (somewhat randomly) on a few albums in 1964.
It is similar to the label that Argo used on their singles.

~ >
AUDIO ODY55 >N
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87 Chess propucih®

See the end of this article for Cadet label styles.



Melodies by Al Hibbler Marterry 601

Al Hibbler

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 12, 1955

This is a collection of singles that Hibbler recorded for the Sunrise label in the late 1940s, and which Chess
purchased in February 1951 and reissued over the subsequent years.

3 MARTERRY
MELODIES BY

SMARTERRY 2
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WHAT WILL | TELL MY HEART SOLITUDE

PODR BUT TERFLY LOVER COME BACK TOME
MY LITTLE BROWN BOOK TREES

TEATHER KOLL BLUES. ITDON'T MEAN A THING
IEOVE FAT AND FORTY

Time:
14 Min. 19 Sec. . MG 7881-A

WHAT WILL I TELL MY HEART
POOR BUTTERFLY

MY LITTLE BROWN BOOK

FEATHER ROLL BLUES

I LOVE YOU
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“MELODIES by AL HIBBLER”—Marterry LP 601 (12” LP)
WHAT WILL | TELL MY HEART; POOR BUTTERFLY; MY LITTLE BROWN BOOK; FEATHER ROLL
BLUES; | LOVE YOU; SOLITUDE; LOVER COME BACK TO ME; TREES; IT DON'T MEAN A
THING; FAT AND FORTY.
[tis very fortunate that sooner or later the great jazz singers are “discovered”
by the non-jazz conscious record buyer—the pop music enthusiast. This year
Al Hibbler made the jump when he clicked with his smash waxing of “Un-
chained” and he's prmm« that he’s not a one-timer as the tune “He” con-
tinues to climb the lists. On this album, we hear Hibbler as he sounded some
vears ago, singing standards, blues and swing numbers. The record could \O ODYSSEy
be tagged a collector’s item and should reveal to all of Hibbler's newer WO &
enthusiasts, the many facets of the singer’s great talent. Hibbler’s former 9
fans should also enjoy this greatly. | MELODIES BY %

AL HIBBLER

Reissued in 1957 on the Argo label:

. Time 14:19
Chess Pop Lahel Changes Name . WHAT WL s TELL M WeART

. POOR BUTTERFLY

CHICAGO — Len Chess of Chess | reaThcn wos wiuts
and Checker Records is changing the . 1 LovE You
name of his pop label, “Marterry” to LP-601
“Argo (olyc MG 7881-A
PLaying 33

The first release on the newly
changed label, now being recorded,
will feature James Moody . and his
alto sax with Eddie Jefferson doing
the vocal chores on “Moody’s Mood
for Love”.

After complaints from bandleader Ralph Marterie, who was based
in Chicago (as was Chess), Leonard Chess suggested in mid-March
that he was seeking to change the name of the label. Within two
weeks, they had selected the name Argo.
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Chamber Music of the New Jazz ALP-602
Ahmad Jamal

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956

Label 56

Akmad Jamal: CHAMBER MUSIC OF THE NEW JAZZ

‘ TWO NEW CREATIVES

ULTRA ARGO
HIGH FIDELITY

AHMED JAMAL
NEW RUMBA | GET A KICK OUT OF YOU SIS D)
A FOGGY DAY JEFE
ALL OF YOU DARN THAT DREAM Gerael Pob) "ASCAP
IT AIN'T NECESSARILY 5O 4. T AN RECESSARILY SO
MEDLEY g (0 o), ABCAP

e Masle

SPRING IS HERE s 5. MEOLEY

After some success in early 1955 on the Parrot label, Ahmad Jamal recorded an album, which was released
later in the year. Argo bought the masters for the album and signed Jamal to a recording contract.
Chamber Music of the New Jazz was Argo’s release of the Parrot album.
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AHMAD JAMAL
But Not for Me .............. sssesns 74
PARROT 810—Ahmad Jamal and his
combo turn in a frilly and delicate
instrumental performance here of the
AHMAD JAMAL PLAYS § Gershwin favorite that will inlerest
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU some of the cool cats,

(Van Heuson - Burke)

A FOGGY DAY Seleritus. ., .74

(G. Gorshwin) . Same commeat.
3 ALL OF YOU )
(Cole Porter)
IT-RIN'T NECESSARILY SO
% o
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1. NEW RUMBA (Jamal) W
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. CHAMBER MUSIC

"CHAMBER MUSIC P 0 oOTssey
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AHMAD JAMAL NEW ]AZZ ’d

1. NEW RUMBA (Jamal)
(Burton - BMI)

2. FOGGY DAY (Gershwin- Gershwm)
(Gershwin Pub. - ASCAP)

. JO9P-1209

3. ALL OF YOU (Porter)
NECESSARILY SO (Gershwin)
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Beginning in 1957, Argo reissued the album several times. The first major change replaced the “Creative
tag on the front cover with what was then a more typical Argo designator. The album cover changed color
configurations several times, with the last one appearing to be the one with yellow print.
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In about 1960, Argo redesigned the album’s sleeve art.

Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1967 (Label 65) and again in 1975

i
ARGO 7403

SAMBER MUTIC ARGO ;402 ’
ar- 1R LP ALBUM ,A LP ALBUM
== g "FLUTE ‘N THE BLUES"

10 h'\- \l"(hﬂnl

elleid "CHAMBER MUSIC OF

ARGO 4 THE NEW JAIL" j.mu Hoody
j= and his flute

The home of ‘ i - e
s AHMAND JAMAL Eddy Jefferson, vocal
The finest combination of its kind moking music thet

Piano music of its best with one of the country's
hits the hearts of everyone. Should be o big seller

"(REATIVE" |
fop musiciens,
$3.98 LIST $3.98 LIST

Hi-Fidelity Modern Music,
£ AR ARGO £604 - ARGO 7405
LP ALBUM

WHERE TOP-SELLING 2.0 s fmias ;
ALBUMS ARE < "LONELY .ONE" X | "WITHOUT SAUCE"
(REAI[D m k«vlv'u'ulhuluham B : i 12 'un‘-‘::u-um

MORE OFTEN 3 & Pinky Winters (Miss) b ; The Dick Lane Quarle!

One of the finer feminine voices that has eor oppeal One of the most versotile groups
Vecol ond Instrumental

PLEASURE. —mellow and soothing. A great slbum,
$3.98 LIST $3.98 LIST

Chicago 16, Ill., Phone: KEnwood 8-4342

ARGO n!conp co. 4750 South Cottage Grove Ave.,




Flute ‘n the Blues ALP-603
James Moody
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956

Label 56
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JAMES MOODY._ JAMES MOCDY

1. FLUTE'N THE BLUES (Moody-Boyd-Nawboldt) 1. FLUTEN THE 8L
(ARC Music - BMI) ‘

2. BIRDLAND STORY (Moody-Jefferson) 2. BIRDLAND STORY (Mo
(ARC Music - BMI)
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Famous Music
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@5

RN HGH FDELy.

LP-603

(0 U-8125
6 PLaying s S

260
Recorp comp. ‘-‘*‘O

\0 ODYssy
PO s ooy | @
FOTE N YIE DLES g

FLU\‘& 'N THE BLUES
#ayd, Newholds Are Mutie + M)

You
ke, Yon Houisn us Mutic » ASCARY

Sido | . U- 8125

| COVER YHE WATERFRONT
LGreon, Hoyman: Harms Maile < ASCAR)

BODY AND SOU
(Hareas Musle « ASCAR)

% 1P - 603
i PLayInG 33

0 pr
#ecom cops, «




Label 60

Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1967 (Label 65), in 1971, and again in 1975.



Lonely One ALP-604
Pinky Winters

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956

Label 56

Pinky Winters .. . LONELY ONE gﬁm %

TITLES

226

ULTRA ARGO

HIGH FIDELITY
% SOUND
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RLUTE N THE BUUES |

The album was reissued later in 1956 with a different front cover. It did not appear on any of the later
Argo label styles.
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PINKY- WINTERY

ARGO

Ms. Winters (Phyllis Wozniak) recorded only two albums during the 50s. This album from 1956, and a ten-
inch LP from 1954 (Vantage VLP-3).



Without Sauce ALP-605
Dick Lane Quartet
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 18, 1956

Label 56

ﬂ Without Sauce > | s
2 ,}é : ;

DICK LANE QUARTET

ULTRA ARGO
HIGH FIDELITY

u-8117 Side 1
ALP 605
DICK LANE QUARTET

VES X
3. 'S WONDERFUL (I Gershwin)

(New Worli Musle Corp) ASCAP
(L HERE T0 STAY (G
[bappell) ASCAP

Argo I(eleases 7 LPs

CHICAGO—Argo prexy, Phil Chess,
opened the gate on a raft of jazz LP’s
this past week. The seven LP’s, pack-
aged in attractive full color albums,
read like an all-star jazz revue.

The LP’s are titled as follows:
“Doorway To Jazz” featuring Cy Toufl
and Miff Mole; “Norman Simmons
Trio”, Norm Simmons’ piano; “Znot”‘,
Zoot Sims; “Chicago Scene”, Sandy
Mosse, Ira Schulman, and Eddy Baker;
“Count "Em 88", Ahmad Jamal; “Ram-
sey Lewis And His Gentlemen Of
Swing”; “I’m In The Mood For Love”,
James Moody.

“While all of these albums have not
been released to the retail stores, our
distributors have heard and ordered,”
Chess offered.

“In fact,” he went on, “initial or-
ders have been more than gratifying.
New York and Chicago are leading at
the moment.”




Doorway to Dixie LP-606

Cy Touff & Miff Mole
First Appearance in Trade Magazines:

Reviewed April 29, 1957

March 23, 1957

Label 57

' : : DOORWAY TO DIXIE
CY TOUFF—MIFF MOLE

FiTLes

Dootway
i{0]

1. AT THE JAZZ BAND BALL

2. BASIN STREET
(Moyfair Music - ASCAP)

3. STRUTTIN' WITH SOME BAR-B-QUE
(Lecds - ASCAP)

4. ROYAL GARDEN BLUES
{Shopiro-Bernstein - ASCAP)
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DOORWAY TO DIXIE .., ............ 66
Cy Touff, Miff Mole and Mike Simp-
son {1-12")

Argo LP 606

Contrasting sides of curremt  and
older way with Dixieland (unident|-
fied on tabel ‘ut unmistakable).
Four Mole numbers, vintage 1949,
have vitality and authority lacklag
in the Cy Touff elforts, but young
bass trumpeter acquils himself well
(**Basin Street Blues'). Not top mer-
chandise, but salable.

Norman Simmons Trio LP-607
Norman Simmons Trio
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957
Reviewed April 29, 1957
Label 57
™ a" e o T
i The NORMAN SIMMONS TRIO
el NORMAN SIMMONS
TRIO

1. CAPACITY IN BLUES
{ARC Music - BMI)
2. STELLA BY STARLIGHT
(Famors Music - ASCAP)
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Zoot LP-608
Zoot Sims Quartet

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957

Reviewed: May 4, 1957

Label 57

Jrgo LP 608 | acosm ARG 603
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ZOOT SIMS QUARTET
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“ZOOT”—Zoot Sims Quartet—Argo 608 (1-12
LP)

Celebrated sax man Zoot Sim
this Argo issue for 4 relaxed, alm
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The second back cover has the album number at the top and bottom written in what would be the
standard typeface that Chess/Checker/Argo used. In addition, Argo added a credit to Dave Usher for
production and changed the address.

Label 60
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1E. Warran: Regent Musiz - BMI) \

THE MAN | LOVE
I@orshwin & Gersfwint Naw World
Music - ASCAP]
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Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1975.

55¢h AND STATE 4
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Chicago Scene LP-609

Sandy Mosse, Ira Schulman, Eddie Baker
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957

Reviewed: May 2, 1957

Label 57
ARGO LP 609 : 2
it J ARGO LP 609 ARGO LP 609 CHICAGO
CHICAGO SCENE SCENE
: = Sandy Mosse - Ira Schulman -
o R Eddle Baker
1. STRAIGHT LiFe

| 2 wers st awar mow 1w au
% (ARC Munic - BMI)
2. LET'S GET AWAY FROM
T AL
(M. Dennis-T. Adoir)
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3. KNICKIRBOOPER
(ARC Music - BMI)

\\RA HIGH FIDELpy

‘ 4. DEE'S DELIGHT
(ARC Music -
|
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SANDY MOSSE « IRA SHULMAN . EDDIE BAKER

Count ‘Em 88 LP-610
Ahmad Jamal Trio

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957

Reviewed: April 18, 1957; May 20, 1957

Label 57

AHMAD JAMAL TRIO

featuring

! COUNT ‘EM 88
AHMAD JAMAL TRIO \
OLGA BOAT

AHMAD JAMAL — Piano
o ISRAEL CROSBY — Bass
WALTER PERKINS — Drums

VOLGA BOATMAN
RN 00U STRIET
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COUNT EM 8§

AHMAD JAMAL TRIO
featuring

AHMAD JAMAL — Piano

ISRAEL CROSBY — Bass |

WALTER PERKINS — Drums

b, Do Bast Mgz

cHESS PRODUEING CORP. J

' 1. VOLGA BOATMAN
(P. D. Arr. Arc Music - BMI)
23 GREEN DOLPHIN ST.
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AHMAD JAMAL TRIC

3. HOW ABOUT YOU
(Relph Freed-Burton Lane, Leo
CAP)

. SIDE 1

SEE FOR LOOKING
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2. GREEN DOLPHIN STREET

3. HOW ABOUT YOU
(Ralph Freed-Burton Lane, Leo Feist-ASCAP)
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4. CAN'T SEE FOR LOOKING
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Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo in 1971 and 1975.
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Ramsey Lewis and his Gentle-Men of Swing LP-611

Ramsey Lewis
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957

Ad: March 30, 1957

Label 57

ARGO L G

. “RAMSEY LEWS -
Cowows
GENTLE-wen.

“or SWING |

\O ODYSsg),
PO Ramser Lewss | 4

And His *
GENTLEMEN OF SWING Oo

CARMEN
D. - Arr - BMI)
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RAMSEY LEWIS

and his
GENTLEMEN OF SWING
1.

CARMEN
(P.D. ARC Music - Arr. BMI)
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I'LL REMEM L
(Raye, De Paul, Leads Music-ASCAP

THE WIND
(Russ Freeman

Side | . J09P-0220

BIE MIR BIST DU SCHOEN
< , Kahn,
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2. | REMEMBER APRIL
(Leeds Music - ASCAP)
3. THE WIND
(Russ Freeman)
4. BEA MIR BIST DO SCHON
{Harms - ASCAP)
5. FUNNY VALENTINE
(Chappell & Co., Inc.
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N | RECORDS PRESENT

A NEW RECORDING STAR
3

Ramsey Lewis

AND HIS TRIO

o) oD YSSE y
P~\)0 8,
RAMSEY LEWIS
and His
GENTLEMEN OF SWING

1. CARMEN
(P.D. ARC Music - Arr. BMI)

with their first LP
Argo #611

“THE GENTLE-MEN
OF SWING”

0 MG FoEgy,




Label 60
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Argo reissued this album in 1966 as Swingin’ (Argo LP-711). They reissued it in rechanneled stereo with
the new title in 1967 and 1975. Later in the 70s, they returned the album to its original cover and title and
reissued it again in rechanneled stereo.

Young John Young LP-612
The John Young Trio
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 22, 1957 (Advance)

Label 57

Argo L

11i-Tidelity




Moody’s Mood for Love LP-613
Ramsey Lewis

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957

Comments: August 10, 1957

Label 57
Argo LP 613 M50 19413 7mmu
MO ODYIS - i-idelity MOODYS MOOD FOR LOVE
MOOD t andl o0
FOR : gEEESE T ¢ o

LOVE

CHES RECORDS, 2170 Sourh Michigen Ave, Chicage. il

Ne) oD YSSe
PO vooors Y 8y
MOOD FOR Lo¥E

A ' FOOLIN' THE BLUES
A {Moody: Are Musc » BM

PLUS EIGHT
(Moody: Are )

Musc « BMI

. U - 8420

1P 613
Playing 33 ¥

ARGO LP 613
Digh-identy

MOODYS MOOD FOR LOVE
FEATURING
JAMES MOODY

Argo LP 613

FOR (OVE ~ NS MOGEY  ARGO 19413
S ot ki i A A

Cadet reissued the LP in rechanneled stereo in 1968, 1971, and 1975.

MOODYS’
MOOD FOR LOVE
JAMES MOODY

1. FOOLIN' THE BLUES
(Arc Music-BMI)

2. PLUS EIGHT
(Arc Music-BMI)

3. I'M IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE
(Robbins Music-ASCAP)

4. PHIL UP
(Are Music-BMI)

ing sct-up, Superior Sales. Sam Weiss says they are
doing very well with “Ie's Gone” by The Chantels on End; “Sun Iz Shining"
by Jimmy Reed on Vee-Jay; and “Moody's Mood For Love"—the Argo LP.

\O ODYSSE),
WO wooors 8
D FOR LOVE 4"0
(o)

FOOLIN' THE BLUES
(Moody: Arc Music - BMI)

PLUS EIGHT
(Moody: Arc Music - BMI)

Side | (\ U - 8420

I'M IN THE MOOD FOR LOYE [
(McHugh, Fields: Robbins Music - ASCAP)

mwalyli A'{: Music - BMI) S
&

%) 1P - 413 w\\é .
2 ruye wn A




Chubby’s Back LP-614
Chubby Jackson’s Big Band
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: September 30, 1957

Label 57

LP-614

CHUBBY'S BACK

Chubby Jackson’s Big Band

- i+ ea

1. TINY'S BLUES
t u

2.RAFFLES
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CHUBBY'S

BACK!
CHUBBY JACKSON’S BIG BAND

: s wes CH'UBQY'S BACK (1-12")—Chubby Jack-
< oo J son’s Big Band. Argo LP 614—Excellent big
= (Sydney Music - BM1) band disk made in Chicago by several Her-
= man vets, plus talented natives. Soloists
= . include Bill Harris, Cy Touff, talented tenor-
= man Vito Price and highly-touted Sandy
= e, Mosse. Style is Woody Herman tempered
=) (Sydney Music - SMI) by Basie—modern, but swinging and access-

. NOTHER KNICKBKAOCNAS : ible. Will interest collectors.

LP-614
(8470)

Playing 3% N

Argo pressed Chubby’s album in stereo in summer 1959.

- CHUBBY'S BACK =
§ Chubby Jackson'’s Big Band

£

ARGO LP e14.8

|
:
5

BILL HARRIS - DON LAMOND . CY TOUFF . SANDY MOSSE - VITO PRICE . JIMMY GOURLEY

Cadet reissued the album in 1965.



Swingin’ Down the Lane LP-615

Dick Lane Quartet
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: no show (released spring 1958)

Recorded January 15, 1958

Labelr 57

Argo -
LP.6)S =

SWINGIN’ DOWN
THE LANE
DICK LANE QUARTET

1. BACK IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD
c. - ASCAP) 2:25

L=
Ly D LEers

ANGEL
sic - ASCAP) 3:30

3. MAKING WHOOPEE
(B.V.C. - ASCAP) 2:45

RN WGH FIDELpy

4. PEOPLE WILL SAY WERE IN LOVE
(Williomson Mus. Corp, - ASC.
5. WINTER WONDER|
(B.V.C. - ASCAP) 2:25
LP-615
(8658)

9
& rayig n

Chet Chats LP-616

Chet Roble
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 4, 1958

Label 57

Chess Releases
Chet Robles LP

CHICAGO—Leonard Chess, prexy
of Chess Producing Company, this
city, announced the release last week
of jazz pianist Chet Robles’ album
“Chet Chats™ on the subsidiary Argo
label.

Robles, a popular jazz pianist and
raconteur, has made the scene here
for years in intimate clubs, and via
radio and television,

Chess advises that he plans to in-
crease iderably the skedding of
jazz LP's during the remainder of
the year on Argo.




Time on My Hands LP-617
Seymour and his “Heartbeat Trumpet”
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 20, 1959

Label 57

This album was scheduled to be released in stereo in July 1959, but the Argo checklist does not show a
stereo release for the album. According to Robert L. Campbell’s pages, Seymour Schwartz had recorded

the album in mono.

k%% TIME ON MY HANDS

Seymour and His “Heartbeat Trumpet.”
Argo LP 617, Sweet, melodious trumpet
work by Sevmour in the old Henry Busse-
pre-swing siyle, that should appeal to many.
Sevmour plays over the organ accompani-
ment of Harold Turner and the sound is
attractive, Tunes include old favorites such
as “Tea for Two,” “Peg 'o My Heart,”
“It Had to Be You,” and “Time on My
Hands,"”




Many Moods
Al Russ and His Orchestra

First Appearance in Trade Magazines:

Label 57

LP-618

August 18, 1958

AHMAD JAMAL

jazz best-sellers
1. Ahmad Jannl Bur Not For

stnnuu 4,198 Me (Argo 62!
LP628 BUT NOT FOR ME
LP602 CHAMBER MUSIC OF JAZZ
LP610 COUNT Em “88"
EP1076 MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC
45-5294 8UT NOT FOR ME/MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC

NEW RELEASES
SONNY STITT
LP629

SWINGIN' THE LOOP

VITO PRICE LP631

BV'S BACK

CHUBBY JACKSON

CcCHUBBY SAYS

CHUBBY JACKSON LP625

THEME FOR THE
TALL ONE

BESS BONNIER LP632

AUDIO CATALOG

601
603
604
605
605
607

AL HIBBLER
JAMES MOODY, VOL. 1

PINKY WINTERS

DICK LANE, VOL, 1

DOORWAY TO DIXIE (MIFF MOLE & CY TOUFF)
NORMAN SIMMONS

Z0OT SIMs

CHICAGO SCENE

RAMSEY LEWIS, VOL. 1

JOHN YOUNG TRIO

MOODY’S MOOD FOR LOVE, JAMES MOODY, VOL. 2
DICK LANE, VOL, 2

CHET ROBLE

MANY MOODS, AL RUSS & HIS ORCHESTRA
OUT ON A LIME, CLARK TERRY

MIT + 3

THE JAZZ EXPONENTS

MAX

JOHNNY GRIFFIN

COOKIN, PAUL GONSALVES

RAMSEY LEWIS, VOL. 2

JIMMY WOODE

THIS IS ME J.C,, J. C. HEARD

LATEEF AT CRANBROOK YUSEF LATEEF

2:38 AM, RALPH SHARON TRIO

AN WGH FibEL .,

y o)
R
€z
&)

oDYss
wo'° s

MANY MOODS
»~ Al Russ Orchestra
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PARTS

THE VIOLBS ARE SLUE

Al Russ-T.
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My Memories
Melavano and His Orchestra

First Appearance in Trade Magazines:

Label 57

My Memories
Melavano and His Orchestra
Stereo

Label 57

LP-619

November 10, 1958

1P eio
Digh-fidelsy

Melavano and His Orchestra

5
MY MEMORIES i
;
:
3

LP-619S

MY MEMORIES

Melavano and His Orchestra

MY MEMORIES

Melavano Ork. Argo LP 619

Here's an album for essy listening, con-
sisting of relaxed and warm arrangenmieénts
of & collection of sandards and originals

ayed in smooth siyle by the Melavano

k, & new English organization. The sct
could be called background music, but it's
much belter than the average background
muske set and the performance is also much
better than sverape. Tunes include ''Fall-
ing Leaves,” "“Me and My Shadow,” snd
“To Each His Own."” Reiease conld grab
sales If displaved and sxposed.

ODYss
\)0\0 ey 8,

P~
MELAVANO
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

Me And My Shadow
(B. Rose, A.Jolson, D. Dreyer-ASCAP)
[

ilder, Regent Music-BMI)

U-9007
Jo8P-1128

VRN WGH FIDEL7y

00®>

Paramount Mu

LP-619

ING 3%

¢
% Play




OutonaLimb
Clark Terry

LP-620

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: May 1958

Label 57

“DADDY-O"” PRESENTS

Out on a Limb

WITH

Clark

OUT ON A LIMB
CLARK TERRY

1. CARAVAN
(M Music

1. CANDY

ASCAP,

Fent - ASCAP)

y S0t ¢«
3/) DJ Promotional

Copy Not For Sale

3. CLARK’S EXPIDITION o
(ARC Masic < BM1) 5

4. TRUMPLT MOUTHPIECE BLULS <
(ARC Muvic - BM1)

Outon-umbwichdlm'.l‘;rry

U7 oN 4 e

Out on o Limb <
Clark Terry B
Argo 620 B

Terry

Terry, an Ellingtonian since '51, is still far short of due recognition as one of
the two or three most original frumpet players in jozz. This is pa
fault; on these sides, for instance, ded by unnamed med he
tends too often toward trick effects, 1oo seldom to honest expression. Material
includes battle-fatigued standards like Caravan and Basin Street. Yet there
ore wonderful moments, and the must be recommended to dedicated
Terry fons. Liner notes: Refer to Terry's "majozztic musical ability,” state thot
“more and more gophers go for him", etc. Name none of the Chicago musi-
clans involved except reedman Mike Simpson,

rHy his own

ther

OUT ON A LIMB
wit
CLARK TERRY
1. CARAVAN
(Mills Music - ASCAP)

t - ASCAP)

3. CLARK’S EXPEDITION
(ARC Music - BMI)

4. TRUMPET MOUTHPIECE BLUES
ARC Music - BMI)

U-8587

213




MIT + 3 LP-621
MJT +3

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 24, 1958

Probably released in June.

Label 57

PRESENTS

MIT +

1. RAYS IDEA
(R. Brown-D. Gillisple)

2. MY ONE AND ONLY LOVE

é a 3. END OF THE LINE
(ARC Music - BMI)

4. THEY CAN'T TAKE THAT AWAY

FROM ME
(Chapell - ASCAP)

D
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=3
=
_—
— —
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2o, ®°
o N
Recorp conp. + N

Paul Serramo-Nicky Hill

MIT PLUS 3—Arge 621: .lfl l‘n My Ose
and Ouly Love; Eud of lll fln Con't

MJT 4 3

L] -,
Porsennel: Serrane. trumpet; Hill, tossr; Rich-
ard Abrame, pisso; Bob Cresshaw, bese; Walter
1. RAYS IDEA Perkine, drums

(R, Brown-D. Gillisgie)
2. MY ONE AND ONLY LOVE

Rating: & &%

MJT Plus 3 s a combo that had been
reheansing in Chicago for a couple of years
before playing an extended enga
the Blue Note during a period u
in Frank Holzfeind’s interesting n
Though both Serrano and Hill |
forceful solos in the nine num
corded, the main strength and a
the group is felt in their ensemble

SIDE |
/) DJ Promotional
Copy Not For Sale

éG 3. END OF THE LINE

(ARC Music - BMI) 3

4. THEY CAN'T TAKE THAT AWAY $
FROM ME R
&

Chapell « ASCAP)

) $ on the original lines written
10”6‘ w'o ‘ g\*\\\‘\ s Abnm—pl:nm modemn nmzsby-itb
L lAYm(; 33‘/’ D) casional boppish overtones. All the

bers except Ray's and They Cexll
Abrams’, Both trumpet and tenor
a close rappoit in every case. -

Of the principal soloists, Serrano I
more forthright. He phy: with
and authoritativeness in either opem
muted context. Hill shows nice tone,
technique, and acceptable taste,
on his ballad solo (Love). Abnﬂ
strong, Gamerish player with con
originality and a full, two-handed
proach. (J.A.T)



The Jazz Exponents LP-622

The Jazz Exponents
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 10, 1958

ARGO sas

Le
nign-ridalty

Label 57
: ‘ " \0 ODYssg,
lr“o\ Yoy

THE JAZZ EXPONENTS

THE JAZZ EXPONENTS

}

Py

1. LOVE LETTERS
(Victor Young, E. Heyman,
Famous Music, ASCAP)

Side 1~ . JO8P-0406

2. DOODLIN
(Horace Silver)

3. MINORS HOLIDAY :’,
(Kenny Dorham) s_:

NN HIGH FIDELy

0OHRD

----- Jazx Talent Alb SR

| THE JAZZ EXPONENTS

Argo LP 622
The versatile jazz group has & distinctive sound on a fine selection of
tunes which incluse “Night in Tunisia,” “The Preacher” and “Love
Letters.” Each member of the group which features Jack Gridley on
vibes, piano and bone; Bob Elliot, boni and piano; Norm
Diamond on bass, and Dick Riordan show fine comrof‘., It's a fine
first album for the group, and the set can be a good programming set
for op as well as jazz jocks. It rates exposure.

LP-623

IIMAXII

Max Roach Quintette
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 15, 1958

Label 57

ARGO LP 823

et oDYs
MAX Wo\° Sey o)
Max Roach, Hank Mobley, Kenny Dorham, T

George Morrow, Ramsey Lewis CMAX

MAX ROACH
QUINTETTE

AUDIO BLUES
(Max

e

LP-623
U-9069
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S PLAvIN
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“MAX”

““MAX ROACH QUINTETTE”

; : U-9068
SLA] . J08P-1147

Crockle Hut
larchall, Milma Music -BMI)
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Label 60

ODYSs
\)0\0 Er 8,

“MAX”

“‘MAX ROACH QUINTETTE"

=\ usoss
SESTRN S0 e

{!
Cr*Bwan Marchell, Milma Music-BMI)

%

%

AD

Speculate »
(Kenny Dorham, Kay Dee
Music - BMI)

“MAX"”—Max Roach, Drums—Argo LP 623

This Argo’s first Roach attraction, and the
event is occasioned by a rich, well-employed line-
up of talent behind (often in front of) the top-
drawer drummer. Roach, trumpeter Denny Dor-
ham, pianist Ramsey Lewis, tenor saxist Hank
Mobley and bassist George Morrow romp with re-
sourceful zest and, in several instances, with re-
flective warmth. “That Ole Devil Love” is the
only standard on the six dates. Powerful jazz

merchandise.

Cadet reissued the album in mono on Label 65 and in rechanneled stereo on Label 75.



The Johnny Griffin Quartet LP-624

The Johnny Griffin Quartet
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 5, 1959

Probably released in February 1959.

Label 57

ARCO LiP 624

ARGO LP €24
migh-fidelity

‘[ i’ < high-fiaolisy

Griffin

revat com

E :
g i
= 3
a 2

£

4. RIFF - RAFF
(W. Ware-Arc Music, BMI)

RIFFIN

O
O pr. el
*ECORD comp. * e

Griffin recorded this album in May/June 1955 for the Parrot label. The first pressing came in a “Kangaroo
Split-Pak” cover which opened in the middle (by separating into two halves). These contained copies of a
sampler EP (Argo S-100) which contained selections from Argo albums 636, 624, 635, 633, and 622.

ODYSs
\)o\o Ey 8

V4
10T GRIFFIN QBARTET Ty
o)

Johnny Griffin

| CRIED F You
(G. Arnhi A. Lyman, A, Freed
Miller « ASCAP)

SATIN WRAP
(3. Griffin: Sassy Music - BMI}

sie 1 @

YESTERDAYS
14, Kern, O, Har

DF»

NN HIGH FIDELzy

Harms « ASCAP)

RIFF - RAFF
(W. Ware: A ¢

LP- 624

)
e PLAYING 33

>
%o
Mecon conr. *

A few later copies contained the EP in a more traditional cover. This second cover had an additional
cardboard separator, being composed of three pieces of cardboard instead of two. Most later copies had

standard covers and no EP. Cadet reissued the album on Label 75.
Johnny Griffin

Personnel: Grifin, tenor =
pisoo; Wilbur Ware, bass: Buddy Smith, drums,

Kating: # % %
1 find this set the most satishving collec

THE KANGAROO-SPLIT-PAK OFFERS YOU THE
tion by Griffin I've heard to date. He plays

BUYER AND LISTENER A NEW METHOD OF

SELECTING YOUR NEW AUDIO ODYSSEY'S BY here with less of the frantic, hard blowing:
ARGO, BY GIVING YOU IN THIS PACKAGE A and with more of a lyrical sense than he
: has put.onto records in recent months.,

His rhythm accompaniment, particularly
by Ware, is linc. Ware has a brilliant solo
| on Riff-Raff, and an excellent solo on Wraf,
which Mance opens with a cliche, ouc of
the few this good pianist lapsed into on the
| set
Grifin has a minimum of the resorting
to double-time on ballads that many tenor
plasers find necessars. On Foolish Things,
for example. Lherc are sume momenis of
genuinely passionate playing. And on Yes-
terdays, he plays straight-forwanl. quite
lyrical horn. Mance is line on / Cried.
The originals aren’t too original, but the
“new” Grifln on the ballads makes this one
worth investigating. (D.C)

FREE SAMPLER OF OTHER ARGO LP’S.




I’m Entitled to You LP-625
Chubby Jackson’s Big Band
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 28, 1958

Label 57

| prrcHUBBYISAY

ot e, wovem € oo T

“I'M ENTITLED TO YOU”
Chubby Jackson’s Big Band

I'M EN.I"TLED T0 vcﬁ n . B A

C. Jackson - Seeley Music, BMI)

2. TO SEEK
(C. Jackson - Seeley Music, BMI)

ey

3. NEW YORK TO CHICAGO
{C. Jackson - Seeloy Music, BMI)

4. MOVE MY WAY.
C. Jackson - Seeley Music, BMI)
5. GUS'S BLUES
(Gus Johnson - Arc Music, BMI)
¢ LP-62
()7 8765
g PLay
Ay|

4 % § i R A

5

NG 33Y5

o
Fecorn copp. *

JAIL *kk

I'M ENTITLED TO YOU!

Chubby Jackson & Varlons Artlsts. Argo

LP 625
A really swinging set by the bassist.
It's a package composed for the most
part of Chubby Jackson originals that
fealures excellent big band arranging.
Some of the tunes have vocals by Jackie
Paris. Jt's a mainstream jazz sound
that c2n. have with appeal. Apother
good contender for Aryo's atfraclive
Jaxzz Jine.




Cookin’ LP-626
Paul Gonsalves
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 1959

Label 57

COOKIN'

PALL GONSALVIS, s GARK THRRY, mger
i wooot,

T e 1 e

- e e e

iy b ot o, o i ot
T

Cookin' B
Paul Gonsalves )
Argo 626 A

Gonsalves ochieved much of his success through o performance with Ellington
ot Newport that oroused the audience 1o o frenzy. As o result he seems to
hove o tendency, at leost on fost tempos, to try ta creote the same mood
again. Actually he is ot his best in a more reloxed groove, at slow tempos
in which his horn is pleasantly reminiscent of Ben Webster. His teommotes
here are three fellow Ellingtonians, all of whom offer first class first-aid:
Jimmy Woode, bass; Sam Woodyard, drums; ond trumpeter Clark Terry,
who also wrote most of the original tunes. The group is completed by Chicago
pianist Willie Jones, who seems to have been frightened by Milt Buckner.
Notes: Don Gold. Good. L. Feother

Gentle-Men of Jazz LP-627
Ramsey Lewis
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 9, 1958

Label 57

ARGO L. P. 627 vouums i
RAMSEY LEWIS and
THE GENTLEMEN of JAZZ RAMSEY LEWIS

Tooshen vt e

ond
= THE GENTLEMEN OF JAZZ
2 o oo v Y. DELILAM
: :
4 SROTHER JOU ... 2. | GET A KICK OUT OF YOU

. SIDE 1

PLEASE SEND ME SOMEONE
70 LOVE
(Venice Mus. - BMI) 4:02

&
BROTHER JOHN &
Qg
&

“Daddy-O"
Presents

|
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1 BUACK S THE COLOR E——
2T AINT NECESSARIY 50

RAMSEY
LEWIS

Arr. ARC Mus. - BMI) 4:50

(9677)
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oDYs
o\O ey RAMSEY LEWIS *

1 feutures lLewis on piano, R, Holt on |

=~ (Venice Musie - BMI) 4:02 drums and E. Young on bass, The trio |
¢ \\ “‘31“?,"2:":“,::,.,,, : O Ane i il €00 plavs somé intevesting music, & son of |
- cross  beiween modern  and  cockiail

3. PLEASE SEND ME SOMEONE
TO LOVE

&
P RAMSEY LeWis T , ;
. And Ll THE GENTLEMEN OF JAZZ [RAMSEY LEWIS AND
THE GENTLENEN OF Wz o A HIS GENTLEMEN OF JAZZ
A DEISa: Chappell & o, ASCAM) " (Choppell & Co. - ASCAP) 5125 {1127 Argo LI 627
P | GET A KICK OUT OF YOU : ity bl A g Romsey Lewis and his Gcnlltmtn of
= B Bkl Jazz have been gening & lot of aiention
= y‘ in Chicago via Iheir appearances at
S 1 Side | L =i the Clotster Inn in the windy ¢itv, This |
= gme . . I« their second LP for the label Trin!
-
2

LP-627
il stvle. Tumes en this set include folk |

Co
*cons conr. *

Label 60

oDYSss
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4 And
THE GENTLEMEN OF J

DELILAH
[Nicholis: Chappell & Co. - ASCAP)

é 1 GET & KICK ouT OF You

= : Harms, Inc. - ASCAI

= -

E Side | 3 8677
= g )

= PLEASE SEND ME SOMEONE TO LOVE /|
‘2 (Mayfiald: Venice Music -

BROTHER JOHN
(Lewis Are: Arc Music - BMI)

LAH
Nicholls: Chappell & Co., ASCAP
» | GET A KICK OUT OF YOU
Porter; Harms, Inc., ASCAP
3. PLEASE SEND ME SOMEONE TO LOVE
Mayfield: Venice Music, BMI

holls. e , ASCAP
2 1 GET A KICK DUT OF YOU
Porter: Harms, Inc.; ASCA
3. PLEASE SEND ME SDMEONE TO LOVE
BMI

Venice Music,

: 1. DELILA
Nicholls: Chappell & Co., ASCAP
2. 1 GET A KICK OUT OF YOU
Porter: Harms, Inc., ASCAP
PLEASE SEND ME SOMEDNEBTD LOVE

oyfield: Venice Musi THER JOHN *
4. BROTHER JOHN rc Music, BMI » BROTHER JOHN 2
r. Lewis: Arc Music, BMI Arr. Lewis: Arc Music, BMI
: o LPS-627

&

LPs-627

Q,
‘V&SS

o

o,
A
Sss s
PRo, ox Roy e
OUcing corP: Blcine coRP*

Rechanneled stereo release dates to 1967.



Cadet Label 75

RAMSEY LEWIS
and
THE GENTLEMEN OF JAZZ

| 1. DELILAH
\ g (Uenias Chappell & Co.- ASCAP)

2. {GET A KICK QUT OF YoU

(Porter: nnms inc. - ASC J
3. PLEASE SENG ME SOMEONE TO LOVE
7. . &

fielo: Venice Music - BM1)
ols s ATe Music - BMI)

3 e
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Ahmad Jamal at the Pershing LP-628
Ahmad Jamal
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 21, 1958

Label 57 (mono)

H
g \O ODYSSE’,
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; at the Pershin AHMAD JAMAL "ooo
i 5 PERSHING
. BUT NOT FOR
(New World Mullc ASCAI
t . SURREY WITH THE FIINGI ON ToP
Williamson Music Inc. -
! . MOONLIGHT IN VE!MONT
| e (Suessdorf-Blackburn - ASCAP)
F’""u . NO GREATER LOVE
S (Jones-Symes ~ ASCAP)
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ARGO 1P 628
NO. 7 BEST SELLER
IN DOWN BEAT'S
READERS SURVEY

on ARGO

ahmad jamal

at the pershing

“BUT NOT
FOR ME”

AUDIO ODYSSEY BY ARGO
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'BUT NOT FOR ME"
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(Jones - . Symes - ASCAP)

PERSHING

1. BUT NOT “OR MF

(New Worle Music - ASCAP)
2. SURREY WITH THE FRINGE ON TOP
(Williamson Music Inc. - ASCAP)

)

3. MOONLIGHT IN VERMONT
(Suessdorf-Blackburn ~ ASCAP)

4. MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC
(Weiss-Baum ~ ASCAP)

(New World Music - ASCAP) \
“SURRY WITH THE FRINGE ON TOP"
(Williamson Music Co.- ASCAP

Side | O

“MOONLIGHT IN VERMONT"
(Suessdorf - Blackburn - ASCAP)
“MUSIC MUSIC MusIC™
(Weiss - Baum - ASCAP|
"NO GREATER LOVE"

JBOP-3506
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5. NO GREATER LOVE
(Jones-Symes - ASCAP) {Jones - Symes - ASCAP) 5
LP-628 P
R~ “ong sy WS
6 o ayinG 33 PLayING 337> .

Peconp corp. - ©

STEREBO

ahmad jamal trio
At The PERSHING

SN 1Y W vy«

AHMAD JAMAL

at the Pershing

Off The Record
Sign 1

O| new releases
o ©O DYs 0
3o Ey y: 2
AHMAD JAMAL <| On ARGO
AT THE R T '
PERSHING ; P816 . Chet Robel
“BUT NOT FOR ME" L1P623 Max Roach
(New World Music - ASCAP) \ > LP824 . . . Johnny Griffin
"SURRY WITH THE FRINGE ON TOP” LP63) . Swinging the loop
(Williamson Music Co. - ASCAP) - Vito Price
w P
E Side 1 /) e o LP633. . This h ?'Hi};ﬁs
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The RCA matrix prefix MO8Y- indicates that Argo offered the album for sale in stereo in 1961. In the middle
of 1960, Argo switched to a light gray label for mono LPs and a blue label for stereo ones.
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Sonny Stitt LP-629
Ahmad Jamal
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 9, 1958

Label 57

SONNYSTITT

. PROPAPAGOON \
(S. Stitt-Are Music, BMI) 5,

. THIS IS ALWAYS N
(H. Warren-M. Gordon~
Bregman, Vocco & Conn, ASCAP) %

i SIDE 1 i
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. JACK SPRATT
(S. Stitt-Arc Music, BMI)
. JUST YOU, JUST ME
I(J. Greer-R. Klages-
Robbins Music, ASCAP)
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“SONNY STITT"—Argo LP 629 (1-12” LP)

The tenor saxist starts things off with tw
reflective e and then goes to medium ¢
uptempo b g on the six other selectior
Stitt’s lean toward enthusiastic tempos pr
vides an excellent show-case for the artist as
a swinger, while his warm moments skillfully
change the pace. Good work from the unbilled
combo support. In fact, the package is a no-
liner note affair with the same photo of Stitt
on both sides of the package.
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I PROPAPAGOON
S, Stitt: Arc Music - BMI)

THIS IS ALWAYS b
(H. Warren, M. Gordon: Bregman, Yocew
& Conn - ASCAP)

7 N\ 8785
Side | ﬁ'Ci: JBOP-5067

Cadet reissued the album in rechanneled stereo on Label 65, Label 71, and Label 75.



The Colorful Strings of Jimmy Woode

Jimmy Woode Group

First Appearance in Trade Magazines:

Label 57

LP-630

January 5, 1959

ARGO LP-630
\\ Hi-Tidelity

% %k%% THE COLORFUL STRINGS
OF JIMMY WOODE

With Variouws Artists, Argo LP 630

Bassist Jimmy Woode {8 featured on this
new modern jazz set In some atiractive and
appealing jazz performances of both stand-
ards and originals. He is aided by P, Gon-
salves on tenor, P, Kilpert on altg, M, Simp- |
son on fluie, C, Terry on trumpet, R, Lewis
on piano and S. Woodyard on drums, The
tunes are piaved with zest and flavor, in-
cluding "Falmouth Recollections,” ‘‘The
Man From Porter's Crossing™ and “The
Way You Look Tomight.” Woode is excel-
lent on bass, and Gonsalves, Simpson and
Terry are fine, too.

After some discussions with a British record label that was also named
Argo, Chess decided to switch immediately to a new name — one that
began with “C” like Chess and Checker. The Cadet label released new

albums until 1971 and

continued

to reissue the earlier

Chess/Checker/Argo material through the end of the 1970s. The most
recent reissues were from the All-Platinum Record Group, which

purchased Chess in August 1975.
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1. FLAMOUTH RECOLLECTIONS
J. Woode-Relesse Music, BMI

CADET
CHESS-CHECKER-ARE0O

A NAME IS EASY TO CHANGE; A REPU-
TATION ISN'T. WE'VE BEEN KNOWN AS
ARGO RECORDS FOR TEN YEARS AND
DURING THAT TIME WE'VE BUILT AND
ENJOYED A REPUTATION FOR PRO-
DUCING PHONOGRAPH RECORDS OF
UNSURPASSED EXCELLENCE. BUT
NAMES ARE NOT UNIQUE, AND IF
AN ORGANIZATION FINDS THAT THEY
ALONE NO LONGER ANSWER TO AND
FOR THE RECORD OF THEIR NAME,
AND THAT THEIR INDIVIDUALITY IS
AT STAKE, A NEW IDENTITY MUST BE
ESTABLISHED. OUR NAME WAS ARGO —
OUR NEW NAME IS CADET. THE NAME
AND ONLY THE NAME HAS CHANGED.

o

There's a World of Excitement on Cadet




Cadet Label Styles

Label 65

Blue, white, and red label with CADET across the top.

Label 71

Yellow, pink, and blue label with Cadet at the left. Rim print reads “A GRT Record Group Co., Div. of GRT

Corp.”

SONNY STITT

1. PROPAPAGOON
Stitt/Arc Music, BMI
2. THIS IS ALWAYS
Warren & Gordon/Bregman, Vocco &
Conn, ASCAP
3. JACK SPRATT
Stitt/Arc Music, BMI
4. JUST YOU, JUST ME :
& Klages/Robbins, ASCAOEQQ y

«
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Label 75

Yellow, pink, and blue label with Cadet at the left. Rim print reads “A
Division of All Platinum Record Group.”

All-Platinum

Buys Chess
From GRT

ENGLEWOOD, N.J. — Joe Rokinson of
All-Platinum Records has bought the
Chess, Checker and Cadet Record Com-
panies from GRT. Or as the official an-
nouncement states it, the three Chess
labels were bought by the Platinum
Record Company, Inc., parent company
of All-Platinum Group thru one of its sub-
sidiary firms, Astrescope Records. Inc.
The purchase was made from the GRT
Groun of Sunnyvale, Calif. which pur-
chased it a number of years ago from the
estate of the 'ate Leonard Chess.
founder of the 'abel. The financial as-
pects of the agreement were not re-
vealed,

Included in the purchase were all
25,000 masters in the catalog. The deal
was officially concluded Aug. 20. All
logos of Chess, Checker and Cadet as
well as all existing artist contracts are
now the property of Platinum Records.
Platinum plans to maintain “the great
Chess name." as a spokesman for the
label statod Jast woek,

How the Chess product would be dis-
tributed in the U.S, was not yat de-
fermined. But it was announced that
GRT of Canada would continue to
market both Chess records and tapes in
that country.

Anothar atipulation of the sale agree-
ment was the granting of an additional 5
years of tape rights to GRT of all Chess
product.

The spokesman for All-Platinum also
advisad that the industry will be seaing
immediate activity in the TV arca on
Chuck Berry who was recently the #1 in-
ductee into the Rock Hall of Fame, an-
neinced a4 weak ago on Don Kirshner's
“Rock Awards Show, "

Chess Records was the early homa of
many legendary music stars including:
Chuck Berry. Bo Diddley. Howlin' Wolf,
Muddy Watars, tha Dells, Etta Jamas,
Ramsey Lewis, Ahmad Jamal, Sonny
Stitt, Gene Ammons, Jack McDulf and a
host of others,



