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Produced by Frank Daniels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ross Russell opened the Tempo Music Shop on Hollywood Boulevard in Los 
Angeles in 1945. By the end of the year, he was publishing his own newsletter, Jazz 
Tempo. The following spring, he started up his Dial label, signing Charlie Parker, 
“the Bird,” and other jazzmen to recording contracts. His plan at the time was to 
devote recordings to bebop jazz, but the plan eventually expanded to include 
historical jazz and contemporary classical music. Parker moved to New York in the 
middle of 1947, and Russell’s Dial Records followed him, continuing to release 
modern jazz records. Although Russell stopped recording new jazz in 1948, he 
continued to release jazz recordings on Dial through 1953. In spring 1954, Russell 
sold his jazz recordings to Concert Hall Records (run by the Josefowitz brothers).  



Dial Back Covers 
 
For most releases, Dial employed only “generic” back cover designs – rather than covers that were 
devoted to the specific album release. 
 
Blank Back 
Single-color back cover with no print. These were used prior to 1952 and intermittently afterward. 
Cover 206 
This cover shows only Dial 201 through 206 as being available from the label. 
Printed in 1952. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover 217 
The cover lists through 217 in the Modern Jazz series, through 904 in the twelve-inch special series, and 
306 in the Historical Jazz series. Album 306 was still in the planning stage. The slick shows it as an album 
by Big Bill Broonzy; that album was never released. Printed in 1953. 
Cover 219 
The cover lists through 219 in the Modern Jazz series, through 905 in the twelve-inch special series, and 
306 in the Historical Jazz series. Album 306 is the correct album by Earl Hines.  Album 219 was a planned 
release by Lou Ann Williams that never came out. Printed from late 1953 to 1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dial Label Styles 
 
Label 49 
Yellow label with DIAL in thin print at the top. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 50 
Black-and-red (classical) or salmon and yellow (jazz) label with stylized “dial” in the upper left. 
Reportedly, David Stone Martin – who designed many jazz album covers – created the design for Design’s 
Label 50. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Be-Bop Jazz  D-1 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: December 2, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Be-Bop Jazz, Volume Two D-2 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 10, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Bird Blows the Blues  DLP-1 / LP-901 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 3, 1949 
 
Label 49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album, the first twelve-inch 
Jazz album, came out in 1949 
with no cover. At first, it was 
numbered DLP-1, but by 
December, Dial had changed the 
number to 901. Some copies 
from 1950 were on red vinyl. It 
was reissued with a cover in 
1952, and in 1953 Dial created a 
more artistic cover for the 
monumental album. 



Gaslight   LP-902 
Erroll Garner 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: December 31, 1949 
 
Label 49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This second twelve-inch jazz album appeared on the market at the end of 1949, again with no cover. Some 
copies from 1950 were on red vinyl. It was reissued with a cover in 1952. 
  



Bartok: Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion LP-1 
Masselos, Ajemian, Goodman, and Marcus 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 4, 1950 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dial’s second album numbered 1 inaugurated their classical series. Two albums came out immediately in 
February 1950. The series continued through LP-20 in early 1952.  



Charlie Parker (Vol. 1)  LP-201 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1950 
 
Label 56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a colorful, but blank, back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206, back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
Series 201 were ten-inch albums. Almost all of the music in the series was recorded in 1946 and 1947, and 
many had been Dial singles. For this reason, the broad trade magazines (Billboard and Cash Box) did not 
announce the release of most of them – as their habit was with compilation albums and reissues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Charlie Parker (Vol. 2)  LP-202 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1950 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a colorful, but blank, back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206, back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
 
Charlie Parker (Vol. 3)  LP-203 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1950 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a colorful, but blank, back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206, back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
 
 
 



Dexter Gordon   LP-204 
Dexter Gordon 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1950 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206. 
 
Cocktail Time   LP-205 
Erroll Garner 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released c. 1951 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206. 
 
 
 



Art Tatum Trio   LP-206 
Erroll Garner 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released c. 1951 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206. 
This is a reissue of Comet Album 2 (released October 1946), which material Tatum recorded in 1944. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Charlie Parker (Vol. 4)   LP-207 
Charlie Parker 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1951 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a colorful, but blank, back cover. 
Later released with back cover 206, back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
The second front cover dates to 1952, when most Dial releases had a common design. It mistakenly refers 
to this album as “Volume Three,” when it is the fourth volume.  



Piano Moods   LP-208 
Dodo Marmarosa 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1952 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a colorful, but blank, back cover. 
Later released with back cover 217. 
At about this time, Dial began to print back cover 206.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



His Saxophone and His Band  LP-209 
James Moody 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1952 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with back cover 206. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Swinging   LP-210 
The Woody Herman Woodchoppers 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1952 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with either back cover 206 or a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
 
  



Mr. Saxophone…?   LP-211 
The Saxophones 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1952 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with back cover 206. 
Later released with back cover 217. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Dizzy Gillespie and Modern Trumpets  LP-212 
Dizzy Gillespie 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with either back cover 206 or a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 217. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Teddy Wilson and his All Stars  LP-213 
Teddy Wilson 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with either back cover 206. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The Quintet of the French Hot Club  LP-214 
Django Reinhardt 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 29, 1953 
Released summer 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
The second front cover came out in late 1953, along with album 218. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Ellingtonia   LP-215 
Rex Stewart and his Orchestra 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released summer 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 217. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Saxophone Moods  LP-216 
Don Byas 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released fall 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a back cover 206. 
 
Night Music  LP-217 
Hank Jones, et. al. 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released fall 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a blank back cover. 
Later released with back cover 217, and back cover 219. 
 
 



Django Reinhardt (Vol. 2)  LP-218 
Django Reinhardt 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: December 16, 1953 
Released December 1953 
 
Label 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First released with a back cover 217. 
Later released with back cover 219. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Lou Williams  LP-219 
Mary Lou Williams 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Withdrawn 
 


