
 
 
 

An Article by Frank Daniels 
Album label styles through 1951 

Album Listings Part 1 

 
 
 
 

Label Styles 
 
78 RPM Records  
 
Label 48 
Discovery at top; Hollywood California across the middle 
Backdrop may be blue, black, or red. 
Years:  1948 to 1951 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
78 RPM Records  
 
Label 49 
Discovery across the top; Hollywood California across the middle 
Backdrop may be black, blue, or gold. Issued from 1949 through 1951. 
 
  



Albert Marx, born in 1911 in New York, was the son of a textile manufacturer who developed an early 
interest in jazz music. In 1929, he went to work for the American Recording Corporation in New York, and 
through his professional associations, he wound up making the acquaintance of the jazz musicians 
themselves. He met and later married Helen Ward, who toured and recorded with Benny Goodman. In 
agreement with Goodman’s publicist, Marx was among those who believed that it would be significant if 
Goodman were to perform at Carnegie Hall, for he would be the first jazz musician to do so. That concert 
came to fruition on January 16, 1938. Marx was on hand to record the performance, reportedly as a 
keepsake for his wife. Three acetates of the concert were made, one of which went to Goodman himself, 
and with that, Marx entered jazz history for the first time. 
 
In 1943, Oliver Sabin and his partners organized as Century Distributors. Among other things, they 
marketed Sabin’s patented design for a rack to hold records. They also patented a new substance – which 
they called Luckite – that was intended to be a synthetic substitute for shellac. Albert Marx went to work 
for Century Distributors in 1944, and the company merged with Musicraft Records in November 1944, at 
which time Albert Marx became a corporate vice president of Musicraft. This gave him the opportunity to 
learn more about the operations of a record label. 
 
By 1947, Marx was engaged to Harriet Clark (a former wife of 
Charlie Barnet). Having left Musicraft with stock, he sold his stock 
shortly before the company became subject to reorganization. This 
gave him the capital to begin setting up his own record label. 
Unfortunately, 1948 was the year of one of the musicians’ strikes, 
but by late August it was clear that the strike would soon be over. 
Albert Marx announced that he was forming a new record label in 
Hollywood to market jazz and modern classical recordings. So was 
founded Discovery Records. 
 
 

 

  



The first Discovery singles appeared for sale in late September. Both by Phil Moore, these were shorter 

songs on ten-inch singles and longer classical pieces in the twelve-inch size. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In January 1949, Discovery announced that they were about to release their first 78-RPM album and their 
first LP. Both associating with and distancing from Columbia’s “Long Playing” LP trademark, Discovery 
decided to use the words “Longer Playing Multigroove” rather than “Long Playing Microgroove.” 
 
Discovery’s first album was numbered DM-10, it being Phil Moore’s Fantasy for Girl and Orchestra. The 
first long-player was tentatively labeled as DM-11, but likely due to the fact that the singles were of 
different sizes, the first LP did not have a 78-RPM album counterpart. Being in the 4000 series, it was a 
twelve-inch album. 
 
DL-4001 Phil Moore    Modern Classics 
Approximate Release Date: January 1949 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
DL-4002 Phil Moore    Fantasy for Girl and Orchestra 
Approximate Release Date: February 1949 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discovery’s first ten-inch album at the 78 RPM speed was The George Shearing Quintet (album M-12), 
which appeared in early summer. This was followed in the fall by Calvin Jackson’s Tonal Expressions 
(album M-13). 
 
  



Both albums appeared on the market shortly afterward as ten-inch LPs. 
 
DL-3001 Calvin Jackson   Tonal Expressions 
Approximate Release Date: late 1949 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3002 George Shearing Quintet George Shearing Quintet 
Approximate Release Date: late 1949 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DL-4003 Paris Symphony Orchestra    Three Suites 
Approximate Release Date: May 1949 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-4004 Columbus Symphony Orchestra  Izler Solomon Conducts 
Approximate Release Date: December 3, 1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



DL-3003 Ike Carpenter Orchestra Dancers in Love 
Approximate Release Date: December 10, 1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3004 Pat O’Brien  The Little Door Mat 
Approximate Release Date: early December 1949 
 
 
*no copies online 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



DL-3005 Phil Moore  Eventide 
Approximate Release Date: April 15, 1950 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3006 Phil Moore  Reminiscing 
Approximate Release Date: April 15, 1950 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3007 Georgie Auld  That’s Auld! 
Approximate Release Date: April 15, 1950 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first front covers read “new music from…,” and the first back covers give the company’s location as 
Hollywood, California. Second covers read “the best modern jazz is on…” and show the city as NY. The 
newer back cover also lacks the artist’s photograph. 
 
 



DL-3008 Ben Pollack and his Pick-a-Rib Boys Dixie for Dancin’ 
Approximate Release Date: June 24, 1950 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album appears to have been released as a 45-RPM boxed set a few months before it came out as an 
LP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3009 Paul Smith Quartet Paul Smith Quartet 
Approximate Release Date: January 20, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Later copies have a gold label. 
 
 
 
 
 



DL-3010 Martha Raye  The Voice of Martha Raye 
Approximate Release Date: January 20, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3011 Mary Ann McCall Sings 
Approximate Release Date: January 20, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3013 Dizzy Gillespie With Johnny Richards Dizzy Gillespie Plays, Johnny Richards Conducts 
Approximate Release Date: January 20, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 78-RPM release (M-16) followed the release of M-15, the Red Norvo Trio. However, Norvo was not 
released as a 10” album but was held back slightly, coming out instead in the twelve-inch series. 
 



DL-4005 Red Norvo Trio  Red Norvo Trio, Vol. 1 
Approximate Release Date: March 3, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discovery released this album in the twelve-inch size in 1951, holding back the number 3012 for one of 
two Norvo albums in 1952. 
 
 
DL-3014 Various Artists Songs by Rodgers and Hart / Songs by Johnny Green 
Approximate Release Date: April 14, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL-3015 Zoot Sims Quartet Zoot Sims Quartet 
Approximate Release Date: May 12, 1951 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In October 1951, Discovery hired Ray Boarman as an office manager to work on refinancing Discovery’s 
debts. By November 10, Billboard was announcing an impending sale of the label to Vernon Brown. That 
sale fell through, and Harry Weber wound up buying the label in late November. 
 
Weber’s intention was to continue working with Discovery’s creditors in 
order to keep the label in operation. To that end, meetings were held in 
December. However, by January 12, it had become apparent that 
Discovery would be unable to bail itself out. The company made plans 
to sell off the masters. Billboard reported on March 15th that Discovery 
sold 150 masters to Saul Boltin and Herb Silverman. They had already 
begun recording Art Pepper (March 4th), who would appear on the new 
Discovery label. The new Discovery hired Jack Bergman to oversee 
operations, and in the issue dated May 24th, Billboard announced that 
the new Discovery label – of New York, had just released sides by Art 
Pepper. 
 
Albert Marx went on to other things, eventually returning to a revived 
Discovery label to release a sizable number of jazz recordings on 
compact disc format in the middle and late 1980s. Marx passed away in 
1991, after which time the Warner Music Group bought Discovery. 
 
 
 
 
 


