Mobile Fidelity
and Brad Miller’s Dream

Memories in Steam Mobile Fidelity MF-1
Steam Locomotives of the Southern Pacific
First advertised July 1958; released c. March 1958.
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Steam in Colorado
Great Railroads of Colorado
First advertised October 1958.

Great Moments of Steam Railroading Mobile Fidelity MF-3
The Nostalgic Sound of Steam Locomotives
First advertised October 1958.




Highball

Steam Locomotives
The label’s first stereo release. This album is on red vinyl.
First advertised Spring 1959.

Remember When?

Released 1960.

Whistling Thru Dixie

Whistle Echoes from the Deep South

First advertised c. January 1961.

Mobile Fidelity MF-4

Mobile Fidelity MF-5
A compilation of steam engines. “Limited Edition” of 5000 copies.
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The Choo-Choo Trains Mobile Fidelity EP-1
Authentic Railroad Sounds
Released in late 1961 but advertised in January 1962.
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Steam Railroading Under Thundering Skies Mobile Fidelity MF-8 Tt anis 1 euseptionahy avim "‘""“n
Storm sounds mixed with railroad sounds
First advertised early 1962.
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Sunday Only Mobile Fidelity MF-9
Locomotives of the Burlington Route
First advertised late 1962.
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Ghost Train Mobile Fidelity MF-10

Several different steam locomotives; may exist on a label with red print.

First advertised May 1963.

Mister D’s Machine(s) Mobile Fidelity MF-11

“D” refers to Diesel. These are diesel locomotives. Old and new logos on cover.

First advertised May 1963.
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Hear that Whistle Blow Mobile Fidelity MF-12
Steam Locomotives of the Southern Pacific

First advertised May 1963.
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Mobile Fidelity MF-13

Twilight of Steam
The “Last” Steam Locomotives

First advertised c. November 1963.
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Valle de la Locomotora de Vapor Mobile Fidelity MF-14
Mexican Steam Locomotives

First album with the new logo on the label.

First advertised fall 1964.
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His World of Racing Mobile Fidelity MF-101
A “podcast” of Dan Gurney’s racing victories.
Released February 1965.
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ATTENTION
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Sound Highlights of the 1965 Indy 500 and the US Road Racing Championship

Available in fall 1965.
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Twilight of Steam, Vol. 2 Mobile Fidelity MF-15
The “Last” Steam Locomotives

First advertised early 1966.

VOLUME 2

TWILIGHTof STEAM

FE[INOs

Twilight of Steam, Vol 2
Mobile Fidelity MF 15 stereo
Aha'! More steam! I always fall for
these, no matter how many (and even
if T don't know a 2-8-2 from a 25-64-78).
“Volume 2" refers to an earlier volume
that was rather laboriously tied in with
the book of the same title. (The tie-in
was snafued by lack of visible page
numbers in the book, by which you could
locate the sight of what you were hear-
ing the sound of.) Book itself was quite
OK. So was the record. This time there's

no tie-in at all and just as well. Just a
bil of salesworthy public relations

And, of course, two sides more full of
steam. Plenty more choo-choos, lotsa
whistles (always too many; these whistle
artists can’t resist the lure of a tape
recorder beside the track!) and a great
deal of assorted clanking and banging.
Mostly excursion trains and obscurely
dilapidated work trains; there isn't
much of anything else left now.

Very so-so liner notes on this. Full of
romantic allusions but minus such im-
portant details as to whether we are on
hoard an engine or by trackside. If the
train  starts off manfully and never
Secms to get anywhere, just puffing and
blowing in one spot, you can figure you
and the mike are aboard. Frankly, the
off-board ones are better listening, es-
pecially with a big natural echo—as in
some excellent cuts on this record.

{



POP SPOTLIONT
One Stormy Night Philips PHM-200205/PHS-600205 @ Seaow .
The Mystic Moods Orchestra Pullen PHM 300-308 (M1, $443
First pressings have “Vendor” information in the rim text. i ey

Released April 1966.
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The Twilight of -

Twilight of Steam, Vol. 3 Mobile Fidelity MF-16
The “Last” Steam Locomotives STEAM
First advertised November 1966. LOCOMOTIVES

mobile
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Twilight of Steam, Vol. 4 Mobile Fidelity MF-17
The “Last” Steam Locomotives. These volumes were based around the book by Ron Ziel.
First advertised November 1966.
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SOUND EFFECTS

STEAM RAILROADING UNDER
'I’NUNDIIINO SKIES
Mobile Fidelity MF 8 (8)

TWILIGHT OF I‘I'IAM. VOL. 4
Moblle Fidelity MF 17 (S)

TWILIGHT OF S“AM. VOL. 3
Mobile ﬂdlllty 16 (S)

VOLUME 4

TWILIGHT of STEAM




Arcade and Attica Railroad Mobile Fidelity EP-3
Souvenir Record
Released 1967.
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Steam in the 60s, Vol. 1 Mobile Fidelity MF-18
Modern Steam Locomotives
First advertised in September 1967.
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e Steam in the 60's, Vel. 1; MF 18
Steam in the 60°s, Vel. 2; MF 19

STEAM IN THE 60's
1

e
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Steam in the 60s, Vol. 2 Mobile Fidelity MF-19
Modern Steam Locomotives
First advertised in September 1967.




The Mystic Moods Series

At the end of 1967, the Mobile Fidelity label vanished, after releasing a few albums in 1966 and 1967 —all
of them about trains. Brad Miller remained busy, and most of his work was in an area that was unrelated
to preserving the authentic sounds of train and automobile engines. His gig with Philips and the Mystic
Moods Orchestra yielded a large repertoire of popular albums, all of which came out under the auspices
of Mobile Fidelity.

, 7 = _ MaeeThan Masic
Nighttide, PHS-600213 T - N S AR
More Than Music, PHS-600231 B i

Mexican Trip, PHS-600250

Mystic Moods of Love, PHS-600260
Emotions, PHS-600277

Extensions, PHS-600301

Love Token, PHS-600321

Stormy Weekend, PHS-300342
English Muffins, PHS-300349
Country Lovin’ Folk, PHS-300351

The last Mystic Moods album for
Philips came out in May 1971.

Projcsd by Grag Milley
A Mae Fidelty Production
Recording Enginess: Loa Kutka 4 St Russ
Conductor & Mosical Diréclor; Don Ralhe

"iLies



In 1971, Brad Miller was continuing his work with the Mystic Moods
Orchestra when the opportunity presented itself for him to release
records in quadraphonic — some new, and some “old.” He took the
Mystic Moods records with him and created a new version of the
Mobile Fidelity label. This time, Mobile Fidelity had an arrangement
whereby the national distribution would be handled by Warner
Brothers, who also picked up the new album in the Mystic Moods
series.

Sound in Motion
Souvenir Record
Released February 1972.

Mobile Fidelity MF-401

SOUND N OO

Greenboard South
Southern Railway Locomotives
First advertised in February 1972.

Mobile Fidelity MF-402
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Last Train to Waterloo
Reader Railroad, the Possum Trot Line
First advertised in February 1972.

Mobile Fidelity MF-403

QUADRAPHOMC SOUND
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FLAST THAIN TO BATEALOD"
Neater Railrond

Ampex Releasing B. Miller
Discrete Reel and Cartridge

LOS ANGELES—Ampex Stereo
Tapes, which has already released
special 4-channel product, is issu-
ing an additional quadrasonic title
to specialty markets.

It will release a 4-channel dis-
crete open reel and cartridge sound
effecta title, “Sound in Motion,”
by Brad Miller’'s Mobile Fidelity
Productions. The release date is
Feb, 15, 1972,

Miller, who produces the Mystic
Moods, which is distributed by
Warner Bros. Records, plans to
release “Sound in Motion™ as a
discrete disk under his own label.,
JVC has the master tape in Japan

ynd is cutting “mothers™ for press-
ing.

He is also planning two more
4-channel discrete albuma in the
spring. Mobile Fidelity's quadra-
sonic lape product lists at $7.98,
;v;ugl; discrete disks will list at

The Mystic Moods first album
for Warner Bros., “Love the One
You're With,"” will be released in
February as a 4-channel cartridge
(by Ampex Stereo Tapes), a swreo

k, and perhaps a_4-channel dis-
crcu: disk, Miller said,

Mnller héls also cut a 4-channel

are, a singer signed to

Mobﬂe ;’idellty Productions. Her
first single “Saunders Ferry Lane,"
by A&M d:

was di

Released by WB in Quad as WSTQ-2656 (tape) in December 1972
and as BS4-2656 (quad LP) in 1974.

Released by WB in March 1974
as BS4-2751 (quad LP).

Released by WB in March 1974

as BS4-2757 (quad LP).



Love the One You’re With
The Mystic Moods Orchestra
First advertised in April 1972.

Warner Brothers BS-2577

Reissue Albums Warner Brothers BS-2593 to BS-2598
The Mystic Moods Orchestra
Reissued in March 1972.

ySticMoods Orchiestrs
bt =

Warner Brothers BS4-2788

The Storm and the Sea
Brad Miller
First advertised in May 1974.

MYSTIC MOODS ORCHESTRA—Love the One
You're With, Warnar Bros. BS 2577

The Mystic Mcods Orchestra proved sn im-
portant chart iter while on the Vivs label
With thair move over ‘o Warner Bros. they
shculd continue the hefty MOR play and
salas they have enjoyed. Super mood pro-
gram includes such highlights as John Len-
non's “Love,” Dytan's “Lay Lady Lay,” and
Still's "Love the Ome You're With.” Twe
originals, “How Do | Love You,” and ““Sweat
Rollin' *“ are alse standouts,

Also released in Quad as a
Reel-to-Reel tape.

Reissued as a quad LP in 1974.

Warner reissued five albums in the Mystic Moods series in 1972,
These being Nighttide, One Stormy Night, Love Token,
Stormy Weekend, Emotions, and, Mystic Moods of Love.



Reissue Albums
Mystic Moods Orchestra

First advertised in March 1975.

Sound Bird SB-7501 to 7509 Nine LP Release

Planned by S-M

W LOS ANGELES — Rick Sidoti,
sales manager of Sutton-Miller
Ltd., has announced that S-M's
Sound Bird Records will ship its
first Ip release on March 5. The
release will consist of nine Mystic
Moods catalogue albums featur-
ing an entirely new packaging
concept for the line, and will be
serviced by 5-M’s 17 independent
distributors throughout the U.S.

The Mystic Moods Orchestra released three additional new albums for
Warner Brothers. Then, in November 1974, Brad Miller lit out on his
own again — this time forming a new label with Joe Sutton.

Sound Bird irhmediately reissued nine of the Mystic Moods albums — most with new “erotic” covers. The
new label also reissued all three of the 1972 Mobile Fidelity LPs (as SB4-4501 to SB4-4503). At that point,
they continued the mission of the Mobile Fidelity label of old...in quad!



A Royal Hudson Sound Bird SB4-4504
Train Sounds
Released 1976.

Steel Rails Under Thundering Skys (Skies) ~ Sound Bird SB4-4505
Trains in stormy weather
Released 1976.

STEEL RAILS

UNDER " Reissued c. 1983 on Bainbridge.
Bainbridge started in 1980 in LA.
THUNDERING SKYS

American Freedom Train Sound Bird SB4-4506
Released 1976.




The Storm and the Sea Sound Bird SB4-4551
Brad Miller
Reissued 1976 from Warner Brothers SB4-2788.

The Forest and the Water Sound Bird SB4-4552
Brad Miller
Released 1976.

Hawaii Sound Bird SB4-4553
Brad Miller
Released 1976.




IF YOU DON'T
OWN THIS

ALBUM
Extra 4449 North Sound Bird SB4-4507 That’s A Shame!

Released October 1976.

Trains
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In June 1977, Brad Miller got together with Gary Georgi in Spokane, Washington, to discuss the release of
audiophile albums. How could they improve the quality of the sound that they heard in the finished
product? They created a partnership with Stan Ricker, a recording engineer at JVC in Los Angeles.
Together, they cooked up the idea of releasing Original Master Recordings that were sourced from the
album master tape. As was the case with some quadraphonic LPs, these albums would be mastered at
half speed. The recordings would not be subjected to compression or limiting unless it was necessary in
some way. Finally, they would press their albums on Japanese “virgin” vinyl. The result of this combination
of measures would be a set of audiophile albums with vastly improved sound quality. Their new company
together would be called Mobile Fidelity Sound Lab.

Mobile Fidelity prepared releases of three Mystic Moods albums and one album of train recordings for
the company’s debut.

MOBILE FIDELITY
New ‘Import’ Entry For
Growing Hi Fi Disks
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The First Four releases from
MFSL —January 1978.

EMOTIONS -Mystic Moods Orchestra, Dngy
nal Master Recording (Mobide Fidelity Sound
Lab), $12.95 hst.

Thes album throws 2 one two punch at the
swdwphile, delvermg myncal enayment com
bined with (he excitement of reptodecing eavi
ronmental ounds on 3 home system The pro
doction owerdutis contemparary MOR orchestral
arangements with  specaks! Brad Mibler's
recordings of radroad eapnes, thunderstorms
ran, ete The musical selectons mere taped m 2

e’ slereo mu, avosding mu-domn dubs, and
the dik was mastered kol speed by Stan R
a IVC Try side |, band 3 fof the pasuing desel
eogne segued into “Do Yoo Kaow The Way e
an Josa™ Bnllan! saund and eatiting seund

oncepts are the attrachion with this series byt
not absolute accuracy of reproduction

SPENT Al THOSE B BUCKS ON Your SURER STER:D
. NOW, WHAT -..- o oG TO MAY ONL 1T 7 T NEXT
W '“mfv.‘v SHP N RECORDS 15 0-'9\»7‘ mE MOBIL FDz)Ty
Soud 138 LR=smm CRIGINAL MASTER RECORDINGS +-- =
: VST WCRIDIBLY TARSF tmma NAL aL'SuLAr-\ TACCURATY AND
SOMICARY SO TING <ECoRDNGS 10U WdE TVER HEARD. ™7
MSTE MOCDS CRCHESTRA MRFORMS iTe MAG\C ON THREZ OF THs
ALBUMS AND i AOST PHINOMWENAL RECORDINGY 0F A T, Nbxrduwm\
AND STEAM (PloMOTWE NP 4449 15 ON & FOURTHALBUM. THES
AJE NO SURFACE MO152, TALE ABILTY '”’f,(nncpnwry‘ R J'
IS BRIATY TAF NG IND, (HUZIAR) THIY ARS = TeRTaNING . is CUR
ORUGNAL MASTIR RECORDWGS WLt BiCoM™ THf IFTRENCIG BY
WHICH YOS JUDGE AL OTHIR RECORDS, We UNLZs HAF Si==p
MASTIR IACQUFR, CUTHNG ... TRIS HALF SPSSD TICHNIQUS & 1
PRTAYER MERIOD OF CUTHNG STYRED DISCS TODAY, AND Tt &t
AZSOUTLY SuPzRB, "' BRT WYy AVID MGAINE, ASK TOUR «i-F
TWss nbk D PES5eGS.
:wf mom‘.-i; ot AMYSTIC MOODS ORCHISTRA 11298
# 003 -COSMIC FORCT W MYSTL MOODS ORMISTRA 412 %F

4007 STORNY WrsrING W MYSTC WO00S ORTU:Sa- 112 ™
$004 . T FoMER A M AmgESTY (12

F I CAN'T FND niiss :‘;,\cug., AT huR DSADPE Trl- & YU RE
TEHID OFF AND S3ND VS A ETTrR W CHICK OR WONTY ORDF. WILL
P THT DOATAGT . WY .:R T MOBIW RO SOUND AR, PO BOX MF,
VERADRL WALWMGTON 9037, AND PRFPARE YO ALTE R A

VISCIRML THRIL.




‘Super Fi' Issues
Of Top LPs Due oo oo
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In April (1978), an amazing opportunity . .o
had opened up. Miller had been hopingto s oo
obtain agreements from major labels to " '" -
press master recordings of famous ... ‘
albums. At first, there was no interest, but =" = -

(v
al massens’ says Melbin
¢ sa Vi | valegwans M

31 taters mtt ) hey huvr “agees

then a few labels accepted the proposal. » Nivueifing 30 Bekin. the ARG I oot~ and Laedbon Icaren tndr 1
- ] \ ' v . AR her the dehe Venng paet empoaes “Timsanom o Bile Fidebays “Str Wan© buguen
This led to an explosion! e st P e P ey A
Acuie [ Nlet, many son.

Interest in half-speed masters increased exponentially, and before long,
everyone wanted them. Columbia Records decided to release their own half-
speed masters, but it was Mobile Fidelity’s Original Master Recordings that
led the way. Their process became legendary — often imitated and never
bested.

From January 1978 to December 1979, the banner at the top sported
ordinary-looking letters. Beginning with Abbey Road (MFSL 1-023), the words
were set in a new typeface and italicized to create an identifiable logotype.
This article © 2021 Frank Daniels

‘OHIGINRL M A S TER A E C 8 A 0 1t N B.
' ————— B

dt%hk

Mkt Fidebty o
“Ovigmel Marte Bus sedbrge

veniee (iight =

o) Phese tanves %

i
wutway e (b bt
VAN s o
(SR

g 2 — The pesk
vohun 43¢ the recand
e Vopurtiemp,

(hvrne by dotiod
Bowed ve. e sam
reviemd b Mokl
Fiabebing bt Wb fhest
PN rmbates od Vede
e

SLETAE V- 48

Fig ) The sk .
Wi A e ot
W e A
PR
Wevard 1o ol
e e
Savrenr (e Laadhar
Brvand | beriew ar )
sl Mabin fubraty
Thoe sransn boe

B 1t Sl
Bocker made et
Sanaern

AR AV




