
Fantasy Records 
 
Fantasy Records rolled out its 3-200 series of twelve-inch LPs in earnest in late 
fall, 1955. Although the first album, released in April, had been on green vinyl, 
from that point on the albums sporting red labels were also to be released on 
red vinyl. At least beginning in 1956, black vinyl was an option.  
 
The cover construction on the earliest records appears to have been configured 
so that the color front-cover slick was larger, and was folded around to the back. 
On top of that was glued a smaller back-cover slick in black-and-white. Many 
releases before the change in prefix at the end of the year also exist in covers 
with the reverse configuration:  a smaller color front cover is glued onto a larger 
black-and-white slick that wraps around to the front. 
 
In some cases it is certainly clear that the covers with larger front slicks are harder to find; however, it is 
not so simple to identify either pressing as a “reissue.” It might be the case that Fantasy ordered their 
covers from more than one packaging company, and that the companies constructed their covers 
differently. So far collectors have not made any label or cover variations out to be more valuable than 
the others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Twelve-Inch Long-Playing Albums 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-201 The Herdsmen The Herdsmen Play Paris 
Release Date: BB April 23, 1955 
 
This first album originally appeared with an envelope cover that depicted 
stylized forms of the instruments that Brubeck, Tjader, and Crotty played. 
Fantasy designed a more exotic cover (portraying the artists at work) which also 
appeared on the third volume of this set of Trio albums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-202 Cal Tjader Mambo With Tjader 
Release Date: CB November 5, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-203 Pete Terrace Going Loco 
Release Date: CB October 15, 1955 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-204 Dave Brubeck Trio Dave Brubeck Trio 
Release Date: December, 1955 
A reissue, combining all eight songs from album 3-1 and four of the eight songs from album 3-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-205 Dave Brubeck Trio Distinctive Rhythm Instrumentals 
Release Date: December, 1955 
A reissue, combining all eight songs from album 3-4 and four of the eight songs from album 3-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-206 Elliot Lawrence Plays Gerry Mulligan Arrangements 
Release Date: BB December 31, 1955 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-207 The Honey Dreamers Sing Gershwin 
Release Date: BB December 24, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-208 Red Rodney Quintet Modern Music from Chicago 
Release Date: BB January 14, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-209 The Brothers Sandole Modern Music from Philadelphia 
Release Date: BB January 7, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-210 Dave Brubeck Quartet Jazz at the Black Hawk 
Release Date: BB February 18, 1956  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-211 Cal Tjader Tjader Plays Tjazz, Volume 1 
Release Date: BB February 25, 1956 
This is the last release having an extra-large catalog number on the front cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-212 Lucy Reed The Singing Reed 
Release Date: BB March 24, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-213 Vince Guaraldi Quartet Modern Music from San Francisco 
Release Date: March/April 1956 
Also includes music from the Ron Crotty Rio and the Jerry Dodgion Quartet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-214 Jerry Coker Modern Music from Indiana University 
Release Date: BB April 7, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-215 Pete Terrace Quartet Invitation to the Mambo 
Release Date: BB June 2, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-216 Cal Tjader Ritmo Caliente! 
Release Date: BB June 16, 1956 
This is a reissue of Fantasy 3-17, with the addition of three songs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-217 Earl Hines Fatha Plays Fats 
Release Date: BB June 2, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-218 Red Norvo Red Norvo With Strings 
Release Date: BB June 2, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-219 Elliot Lawrence Plays Tiny Kahn and Johnny Mandel 
Release Date: BB July 7, 1956 
The cover reads “Hi-Fi” instead of the usual “Long Playing” statement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-220 Gerry Mulligan Quartet /Paul Desmond 
Release Date: Summer, 1956 
A combined reissue of Fantasy 3-6 and Fantasy 3-21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-221 Cal Tjader Tjader Plays Mambo 
Release Date: Summer, 1956 
This is a reissue of Fantasy 3-18, with four additional songs. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-222 Brew Moore Quintet The Brew Moore Quintet 
Release Date: CB July 14, 1956; BB July 21, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-223 Dave Brubeck Quartet Jazz at the College of the Pacific 
Release Date: BB June 16, 1956 
A reissue of Fantasy 3-13 with one additional song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-224 Nat Pierce, Dick Collins Nonet /Charlie Mariano Sextet 
Release Date: summer, 1956 
A reissue combining material from Fantasy 3-10 and Fantasy 3-14. 
The “long playing” line has been removed from under the logo from this point on. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-225 Vince Guaraldi Trio Vince Guaraldi Trio 
Release Date: BB September 29, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-226 Elliot Lawrence Dream 
Release Date: BB September 29, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-227 Cal Tjader Quartet Cal Tjader Quartet 
Release Date: BB September 22, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-228 John La Porta Conceptions 
Release Date: BB September 22, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-229 Brubeck, Desmond Brubeck Desmond 
Release Date: fall, 1956 
This is a reissue of material from Fantasy 3-5, with two songs from other albums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-230 Dave Brubeck Quartet Dave Brubeck Quartet 
Release Date: fall, 1956 
This is an abridged reissue of material from Fantasy 3-7. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-231 Les Strand At the Baldwin Organ 
Release Date: c. October, 1956 
 
At this point, Fantasy placed their cover logo in an ellipse (oval) and removed the hyphen from the 
catalog number. Reissues of earlier albums would also sport the new logo and revised catalog number. 
The hyphenated catalog number remained on labels on most releases throughout the following year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3232 Cal Tjader Quintet Cal Tjader Quintet 
Release Date: c. October, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3233 Gus Mancuso Introducing Gus Mancuso 
Release Date: BB March 30, 1957 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3234 Pete Terrace Quintet The Pete Terrace Quintet 
Release Date: BB March 30, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3235 Paul Desmond Quartet Featuring Don Elliott 
Release Date: BB November 14, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


