
Fantasy Records 
 
The story of Fantasy begins with Jack Sheedy, a man who was never associated 
with Fantasy. Sheedy was a trombone player who had been part of the Rainy 
City Jazz Band in Seattle, when they recorded for the local Exner label at the end 
of 1947. By 1949 his was in the San Francisco Bay area, fronting his own jazz 
band.  Jack Sheedy’s Dixieland Jazz recorded four sides – intended for local 
release. For this purpose he formed the Coronet record label, which contracted 
with a local pressing plant, the Circle Record Company, to make copies of his 
singles.  These were: 
 
“Down in Jungletown”/ “Gambler’s Blues” Coronet J-101 
“Tiger Rag”/ “Lady Maud’s Dream”  Coronet J-102 
 
That September, Sheedy was approached by a piano player named Dave 
Brubeck, who hoped to record his trio and to release their recordings on his 
Coronet label. At an expense to Sheedy of $350, the Brubeck Trio recorded four 
songs for two singles. The singles were: 
 
“Laura”/ “Indiana”    Coronet 103 
“Blue Moon”/ “Tea for Two”   Coronet 104 
 
Coronet released the two singles to modest success, and Brubeck had difficulty getting paid for their 
sales – although the recordings were earning a degree of acclaim for the trio. The records were popular 
locally, in Seattle, and in Portland – where the Dave Brubeck Trio performed. According to Brubeck 
himself, “Jack Sheedy wouldn’t pay me so I could pay Cal Tjader and Ron Crotty. Sol and Max Weiss who 
ran the Circle Record Company told me, ‘Go tell Jack Sheedy that you’ll buy back the masters for what 
they cost him. Because we can press them and we know they’re selling.’” 
 
By this time it was early 1950. The Weisses created their own record label in order 
to press Brubeck records. They signed him as their first recording artist, as he 
recorded enough for three singles at a recording session in March. 
 
The Coronet label continued without Dave Brubeck, releasing singles 105 and 106 
in February (Sheedy’s band), singles 107 and 108 in July (the Jack Ross Quintet), 
and eventually singles 109 and 110 (Sheedy). By this time, Sheedy’s company 
spelled its name Koronet. As long as it lasted, Coronet/Koronet remained a local 
San Francisco label, although Billboard reviewed Coronet 108. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fantasy Records released the first two singles during spring, 1950. These 
bore the “original” Fantasy logo. Actually, it is somewhat ironic to use the 
word original, for in October, 1949, Lawrence Spivak had published the first 
issue of The Magazine of Fantasy – a periodical that immediately became 
the Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction. This remains the longest-
running periodical associated with either genre of fiction. 
 
It was from the cover of this magazine that the 
Circle Record Company borrowed the first Fantasy 
Records logo. By the time “Body and Soul” came 

out in June, they had created the classic Fantasy logo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the next year, Fantasy Records released only singles. Brubeck played for them with his Trio and his 
Octet, and in the middle of 1951 Fantasy decided to enter the LP market with collections of Brubeck 
singles onto long-playing albums. Between 1951 and 1955 they released twenty-one ten-inch LPs. These 
appear on the following pages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ten-Inch Long-Playing Albums 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-1 Dave Brubeck Trio The Dave Brubeck Trio 
Release Date: BB August 18, 1951 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green; purple 
 
This first album originally appeared with an envelope cover that depicted 
stylized forms of the instruments that Brubeck, Tjader, and Crotty played. 
Fantasy designed a more exotic cover (portraying the artists at work) which also 
appeared on the third volume of this set of Trio albums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-2 Dave Brubeck Trio The Dave Brubeck Trio (Vol. 2) 
Release Date: BB August 18, 1951 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-3 Dave Brubeck Octet The Dave Brubeck Octet 
Release Date: 1951 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; purple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-4 Dave Brubeck Trio Dave Brubeck Trio (Vol. 3) 
Release Date: February, 1952 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-5 Dave Brubeck Quartet The Dave Brubeck Quartet 
Release Date: early 1953 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green 
Later copies of the red-vinyl release have the print face associated with later releases. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-6 Gerry Mulligan The Gerry Mulligan Quartet 
Release Date: BB April 4, 1953 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green 
Some copies on red vinyl have a different typeface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-7 Dave Brubeck Quartet The Dave Brubeck Quartet (Vol. 2) 
Release Date: BB September 19, 1953 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-8 Brubeck, Desmond Jazz at Storyville 
Release Date: BB July 4, 1953 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black 
Later copies on black vinyl have a different typeface for the catalog number. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-9 The Cal Tjader Trio The Cal Tjader Trio (Swing’s the Thing) 
Release Date: BB December 19, 1953 
Known vinyl colors:   black; blue; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-10 Charlie Mariano The Charlie Mariano Sextet 
Release Date: BB November 14, 1953 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green; purple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-11 Dave Brubeck Quartet Jazz at Oberlin 
Release Date: BB January 30, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green; purple 
Later copies on red vinyl have the catalog number in a different typeface. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-12 Red Norvo Trio The Red Norvo Trio 
Release Date: January 2, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; blue; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-13 Dave Brubeck Quartet Jazz at the College of the Pacific 
Release Date: BB May 15, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green 
Later copies on red vinyl have the catalog number in a different typeface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-14 Nat Pierce Nat Pierce and the Herdsmen, featuring Dick Collins 
Release Date: BB October 9, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; blue 
From this point on, albums on red vinyl have a different typeface 
than their counterparts in other colors. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-15 Odetta and Larry Odetta and Larry 
Release Date: October, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; blue; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-16 Dave Brubeck Octet Old Sounds from San Francisco 
Release Date: October 9, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; green; purple 
Some copies in red vinyl have the thin bold typeface for the catalog number. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-17 Cal Tjader Cal Tjader Plays Afro-Cuban 
Release Date: October 9, 1954 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; green; purple 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-18 Cal Tjader Tjader Plays Mambo 
Release Date: BB April 23, 1955 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; green 
White-label promotional copies exist from this point on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-19 Red Norvo Trio Red Norvo Trio (Vol. 2) 
Release Date: BB April 23, 1955 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; blue; purple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-20 Brubeck Quartet Jazz Interwoven (Concert Versions) 
Release Date: BB April 23, 1955 
Known vinyl colors:   red; blue; green; purple 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-21 Paul Desmond The Paul Desmond Quintet 
Release Date: BB April 23, 1955 
Known vinyl colors:   red; black; green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fantasy made the switch from ten-inch to twelve-inch albums in spring, 1955. At that point the colors 
calmed down, too – with usually one color of vinyl being available for each LP. For album 3-201 the color 
of choice was green, but Mambo With Tjader (November, 1955) and subsequent albums on the red label 
were also on red vinyl. 
 
 
 


