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1. Album listings 
(LG-1000 to LG-1005, 

GM/GS-1000, 
and a few EPs) 

 

  



Some History and Some Records 
 
As RCA Victor was organizing “Label X” in 1953, which would become their jazz subsidiary, they 
determined to move their Rhythm & Blues offerings into a new label as well. This label they christened 
Groove, and they organized Groove and X together in their corporate structure. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At first, Groove devoted itself entirely to singles, with their first record coming out in February 1954. That 
single was the Du Droppers’ “Speed King”/ “Dead Broke” (Groove G-0001). However, the relative 
popularity of Sam Butera’s offerings prompted them to release four of his selections as an EP in 
September/October 1954. 
 
Sam’s Reverie EGA-1 
Sam Butera 
Released September/October 1954. 
 
The year ended with Groove’s 38th single, and with the decision to move 
Groove away from X Records, placing it under the main RCA Victor line. 
For this reason, Groove singles began a new numbering system with 0100 
in January 1955. 
 
 
 
 



The reorganized Groove label began releasing new singles in March 1955, with 
John Greer’s “Will I Be the One.” As the year rolled on, in July they initiated a 5000 
series with two oldies from Piano Red. 
 
By that time, though, Groove had put out two more EPs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talk That Talk EGA-2 
The Du Droppers 
Released June 1955. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jump Man Jump EGA-3 
Piano Red 
Released June 1955. 
 
For the time being, Groove stopped releasing unique EPs, as they were preparing 
their first album releases for later in the year. Most of the Groove EPs from this 
point on would be selections from the Groove albums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rock That Beat LG-1000 
Boots Brown and his Blockbusters/Dan Drew and his Daredevils 
Released November 1955. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Groove’s first album consisted of one side (six songs) from Boots Brown and one side (six songs) from Dan 
Drew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tops in Rhythm and Blues EGA-5 
The Du Droppers 
Released May 1956. 
 
  



At the Embers LG-1001 
Jonah Jones 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 2, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonah Jones recorded his Groove album not live in concert but in RCA 
Victor’s Studio 3 in New York City on two dates in February 1956. 
 
The Jones album survived the close of Groove Records, finding its way first onto the Vik subsidiary and 
then onto the main RCA Victor label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Piano Red in Concert LG-1002 
Piano Red 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 16, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This time, side one of the album was actually live – recorded in concert in Atlanta in March 1956. However, 
Red recorded the remaining songs on two recording dates in spring 1955 in a studio in Nashville. Four 
selections from the album also appeared as EGA-6, and another four appeared as EGA-7. While EGA-8 
seems to have been reserved for the remaining four selections, the EP was likely cancelled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a few months, Groove was prepared to end the year with a bang, as their ads from October revealed 
the release of three new albums.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cool Gabriels LG-1003 
Cool Gabriels 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 27, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album by a jazz trumpet ensemble is better known for its front cover, drawn by Andy Warhol.  



The Many Moods of Ann LG-1004 
Ann Gilbert 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 27, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album was also available as three EPs, numbered EGA-12 through EGA-14. Although EPs numbered 
9 through 11 were reserved for Cool Gabriels, none was issued. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Real George LG-1005 
George Rhodes 
Released October 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album was also available as three EPs, numbered EGA-12 through EGA-14. Although EPs numbered 
9 through 11 were reserved for Cool Gabriels, none was issued. 
 

  



Love is Strange EGA-18 
Mickey and Sylvia 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 9, 1957 
 
Although the Groove label was closing down, RCA Victor released this one EP in 
1957 – corresponding to the lone hit single on the label. RCA Victor announced in 
December that they were reorganizing the relationship between the labels, with 
the Groove label essentially being absorbed into RCA Victor and Vik. However, 
the success of the Mickey and Sylvia single, “Love is Strange,” kept the Groove 
label around simply for copies of that record. After it fell off the charts, Groove 
simply vanished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four Years Later 
 
Without any obvious indication that Groove would be returning, RCA Victor decided in fall 1961 to bring 
back the name. This time, Groove Records would release a variety of music, with the intent that the new 
Groove singles would sell at a significant discount over most of the line. The initial release was a new 
version of Sonny James’ hit, “Young Love,” with the Groove single appearing in November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After just seven singles, in spring 1962, RCA Victor determined that the half-priced singles market was not 
the place for the Groove label. By late June (trade magazines dated July 7), Groove was re-introducing 
itself at full list price with a single by Lennie Miles. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The newly-constituted label eventually released just one album, although some sites report the planned 
release of a second. 
 
Charlie Rich GM-1000 (mono) 
Charlie Rich 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 22, 1964 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlie Rich GS-1000 (stereo) 
Charlie Rich 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 22, 1964 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Although Groove released almost two dozen singles in 1964, by spring 1965 RCA Victor was wrapping up 
the Groove operation – having determined that the label never truly found its own groove. The trades in 
early April report the few singles near the end, while Shelley Shoop and the Shakers put out their final 
single – also in April. With several reorganizations along the way, the Groove ride was a wild one. 
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