
Lamp Records by Frank Daniels 
 
On June 12, 1954, Aladdin Records announced that they were 
preparing to open a subsidiary label – appropriately named Lamp. 
Instead of being spread across the genres of R&B and Jazz, Lamp was 
going to focus exclusively on Rhythm & Blues. Lamp Records sent out 
its first promotional releases near the end of June, and at the 
beginning of July, four Lamp singles appeared on the commercial 
marketplace. 
 
Within a month, Aladdin opened an office in New York City, and Lamp 
Records took New York as its base of operations. Over the next six 
months, the new label released several batches of singles in two 
series. These were the 8000 series of R&B singles and two discs in the 
9000 series, which was devoted to gospel music. Then, as suddenly 
as the label opened, Lamp closed its doors … temporarily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The matrix numbering at this time followed the system that Aladdin used more broadly, featuring a prefix 
indicating the recording place (e.g., TEX- for Texas or SF- for San Francisco) and a four-digit sequence 
number. Although the trade magazines did not always agree with their choice, Aladdin used the suffix “X” 
to mark the A-side of the single and a “Q” to indicate the B-side. 
 
  



Lamp Singles, 8000 & 9000 Series 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8001   “When the Sun Goes Down”/ “Tryin’ to Fool Me” 
Leonard Lee 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  July 3, 1954 
78 RPM single above; 45 RPM single below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8001   “When the Sun Goes Down”/ “Tryin’ to Fool Me” 
Leonard Lee 
Leonard Lee was the “second half” of the Aladdin duo, Shirley & Lee. They recorded their signature for 
Aladdin in 1956. That was “Let the Good Times Roll,” which was both a risqué R&B song and a tribute to 
their base of operations: New Orleans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8003   “Good Luck to You”/ “Leave Your Love to Me” 
Bonnie Evans  
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  July 10, 1954 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8003   “Good Luck to You”/ “Leave Your Love to Me” 
Bonnie Evans  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8004   “Life Don’t Mean a Thing”/ “Crazy With the Heat” 
Clarence Samuels 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: July 17, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8004   “Life Don’t Mean a Thing”/ “Crazy With the Heat” 
Clarence Samuels 
 
Clarence Samuels recorded first for Aristocrat Records, the predecessor to Chess, in 1947. After that, eh 
set out on tour, making records as he traveled around the country. This was to be the first of two singles 
for Lamp, but the label did not release the other single – the one that was to have been assigned the 
number 8005. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 9001  “Thank You, Jesus”/ “I’m Going Back Home” 
The Sky Light Singers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: July 17, 1954 
There was a gospel group in the late 1940s with the same name; the two groups may be the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 9002  “Certainly Lord”/ “Lord Have Mercy” 
The Sky Light Singers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: July 17, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8002  “Good Treatment”/ “Every Time” 
Margie Hendrix 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines: September 4, 1954 
Margie did not have any hits on her own, but she became a member of the Cookies. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8006  “Iddy Biddy Baby”/ “My Friend Charlie” 
The Mello-Fellows 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  November 6, 1954 
Songwriter Charles E. Calhoun was actually Jesse Stone, Lamp’s chief officer and talent scout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8007  “Scoochie-Scoochie”/ “Forty ‘Leven Dozen Ways” 
The Cues 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  October 23, 1954  
Although the Cues did not have a hit for Lamp, Jesse Stone took them with him to Atlantic when Lamp 
closed up shop. While they were never a hit group, they served as a session/backing group for some of 
Atlantic’s R&B stars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8008  “Don’t Let Go”/ “All Night Mambo” 
The Cookies 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  November 20, 1954 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 8008  “Don’t Let Go”/ “All Night Mambo” 
The Cookies 
In this first incarnation, the Cookies were a trio from Brooklyn who recorded under this lineup for Lamp – 
to moderate success. Jesse Stone took them with him to Atlantic, where Margie Hendrix replaced Beulah 
Robertson in the group. There, they met up with Ray Charles and were rechristened the Raelettes. In 1961, 
Dorothy Jones from the Cookies/Raelettes reformed the “Cookies” group with two other young ladies. 
The second Cookies lineup scored a top-ten hit on their own and sang backup on other famous songs, 
such as Little Eva’s “Loco-Motion.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Two years passed quietly, with Aladdin’s greatest successes coming under its main line. Then in March 
1957, the Mesner brothers reopened Lamp Records.  
 
 

Lamp Singles, 2000 Series 

 
The 2000 series from 1957-58 swapped the color scheme from the original Lamp design, so that 45-RPM 
singles had maroon labels and 78-RPM singles had blue labels. Since most companies were giving 
consideration to eliminating the faster speed altogether, most of the singles in the 2000 series are not 
known to exist as 78s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2001  “My Search is Over”/ “Keko” 
The Carols 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  March 30, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2002  “No Matter”/ “I Really Love You So” 
The Tantones 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  March 16, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2003  “I Got Plenty”/ “Sheri Washington” 
Sheri Washington 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  March 23, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2004  “No One Can Love Like I Do”/ “For Me and My Gal” 
“Slim” Sanders 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  April 6, 1957 
George Sanders LeBlanc recorded as Slim Saunders (different spelling) for Chess Records and also took 
the moniker “Skinny Dynamo” (as a tribute to Fats Domino). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2005  “Gotta Whole Lot of Lovin’ to Do”/ “Darling It’s Wonderful” 
The Lovers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  May 11, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2005  “Gotta Whole Lot of Lovin’ to Do”/ “Darling It’s Wonderful” 
The Lovers 
The second group of Lamp singles came out in May. This time, there were just two singles in the group. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2006  “It’s All in Your Mind”/ “My Dear, My Darling” 
Johnny Cook 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  May 4, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2007  “Our Love is Here to Stay”/ “Lock My Heart” 
The Sharps 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  July 15, 1957 
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Lamp 2007  “Our Love is Here to Stay”/ “Lock My Heart” 
The Sharps 
Lamp put out three more singles in July 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2008  “Merry-Go-Round Blues”/ “Bad Tale Boogie” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  July 27, 1957 
The Tantones’ second single did not fare any better than their first had done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2009  “Get Out”/ “My Resolution” 
The Troopers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  July 20, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2009  “Get Out”/ “My Resolution” 
The Troopers 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2010  “So Glad”/ “All the Way Home” 
The Heart-Throbs 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  October 19, 1957 
Two Lamp singles came out in October. Each was the only Lamp single by the artist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2011  “Please Give Me a Match”/ “Take Care of My Heart” 
Rebecca Williams 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  October 7, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2011  “Please Give Me a Match”/ “Take Care of My Heart” 
Rebecca Williams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2012  “Need You Tonight”/ “Want You for My Own” 
The Minorbops 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  February 15, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2013  “Let’s Elope”/ “I Wanna’ be Loved” 
The Lovers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  February 22, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2014  “Slippin’ Out”/ “Rockin’ Too Much” 
Gary Van and the Starlighters 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  July 26, 1958 
As the Lamp label was about to fold, Aladdin moved this single onto their Intro subsidiary. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2015  “You’re the One for Me”/ “Hey-Hey” 
Doyle Wilson 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  May 12, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2016  “I Wonder Why”/ “Up, Up and Away” 
The Daybreakers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  September 13, 1958 
This was the second of three Lamp singles that Aladdin moved to another subsidiary before releasing it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2017  “Mystery of Love”/ “Nobody but You” 
Jimmy Simms 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  May 12, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2018  “Love Bug Bit Me”/ “Tell Me” 
The Lovers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  August 25, 1958 
The third single by the Lovers went over to Aladdin prior to its scheduled release on Lamp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lamp 2019  “Indian Jane”/ “Don’t Cry” 
The Inspirations 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  May 17, 1958 
 
During the short period of one and one-half years, Lamp Records made minor changes to their backdrop 
a couple of times. It might be the case that one or more of these alterations was associated with one of 
the pressing plants. There were just 25 singles on Lamp Records, but today many of them prove to be 
interesting samplings of classic rhythm and blues. 
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