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Simon “Si” Waronker traveled around Europe during the 1930s studying music. 
When the Nazi party took over Germany, he fled to Los Angeles, where he played 
the violin in musical productions. Herb Newman convinced him to enter the 
music business in early 1955, and Si borrowed $2000 in order to produce and 
press singles for Lionel Newman. The new label, Liberty, announced its presence 
in March and released the first single in early April. Waronker chose 55001 as 
the number because the year was 1955. 
 
After Liberty had released five singles through spring and early summer, they 
ventured into the album market for the next two months, releasing a sizable 
catalog of popular and jazz music albums.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3001  Mucho Cha Cha Cha  
 Don Swan 
First appearance in trade magazines: July 23, 1955 
 
Shortly after the release of the first album, Liberty contracted with 
Capitol Records to press and distribute its albums. Liberty began 
including the Long Playing Microgroove information that appeared at 
the bottom of Capitol albums at the time. Albums pressed by the 
Scranton plant tended to have the catalog number in thin print. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3002 Bobby Troup and his Trio 
 Bobby Troup 
First appearance in trade magazines: September 24, 1955 
Liberty also made a regular pressing contract with RCA Victor. It seems that RCA’s Hollywood plant pressed 
many albums for Liberty that were distributed along the west coast. Occasionally, RCA’s other plants got 
involved in pressing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even before the first Liberty album came out, Si Waronker was working to obtain sources for new records. 
In late May 1955, he co-brokered a merger with a small jazz label called Nocturne, which was best known 
for its “Jazz in Hollywood” series. Part of that merger involved the continuance of the series on the Liberty 
label. Liberty created the prefix “LJH-” for that purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6001 Jazz in Hollywood 
 Various Artists 
First appearance in trade magazines: September 24, 1955 
 
Later copies have blue labels that mention the “Spectra-Sonic” process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3003  Rare – But Well Done 
 Jimmy Rowles 
First appearance in trade magazines: October 1, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6002  Dom Frontiere Sextet 
 Dom Frontiere 
First appearance in trade magazines: October 1, 1955 
 
Second-pressing covers list jazz 
albums through LJH-6013, which 
came out in September 1956. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3004 At the Mighty Columbia Square Wurlizter 
 John Duffy 
First appearance in trade magazines:  October 1, 1955 
Later back covers list the artist as Johnny Duffy.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6003 Featuring Bud Shank and Bob Gordon 
 Herbie Harper 
First appearance in trade magazines: October 1, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6004 Mister Clarinet 
 Abe Most 
First appearance in trade magazines: October 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3005  Nightfall 
 Harry Sukman  
First appearance in trade magazines: October 1955 
 
Scranton pressings have blanks with “A High Fidelity Recording.” 
The other blanks mention Spectra-Sonic Sound. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6005  Nightfall 
 Hollywood Saxophone Quartet  
First appearance in trade magazines: October 1955 
 
 
Second-pressing covers list jazz albums through LJH-6013, which came 
out in September 1956. 
 
In mid-October 1956, Liberty pulled a single from an upcoming album by 
Julie London. That song, “Cry Me a River,” proved immensely popular and 
led to Liberty re-entering the singles field. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3006 Julie is Her Name 
 Julie London 
First appearance in trade magazines: December 31, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second back cover dates to mid-1956; the third is from 1959. Note: the Scranton (Keystone) label has 
sides 1 and 2 reversed. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6006  Jazz Mad 
 Steve White  
First appearance in trade magazines: c. May 1956 
Previewed in October 1955. 
Albums 6006 and 6007 saw the 6000 series change from “Jazz in 
Hollywood” to “Jazz Unlimited.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6007 Shades of Things to Come 
 Jack Millman Sextet  
First appearance in trade magazines: May 26, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3007  VIP (Very Important Pianist) 
 Conley Graves Trio 
First appearance in trade magazines: July 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3008  Alexander the Great  
 Tommy Alexander 
First appearance in trade magazines: July 14, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3009 Spectra-Sonic Sounds 
 Leo Arnaud 
First appearance in trade magazines: July 28, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3010 Ti Amo 
 Carl Coccomo  
First appearance in trade magazines: July 28, 1956 
 
 
 
 
For LRP-3011, see below. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3012 Lonely Girl 
 Julie London   
First appearance in trade magazines: June 16, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3013 Autumn Rhapsody 
 Ami Aloni 
First appearance in trade magazines: Advertised September 29, 1956, but withdrawn 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3014 Our New Nellie 
 Nellie Lutcher 
First appearance in trade magazines: June 30, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SL-9001  Swingin’ With the Starr 
 Kay Starr 
First appearance in trade magazines: September 1956 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3015 Fabulous!!  
 Dom Frontiere Octet 
First appearance in trade magazines: Late September 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3016 Powerhouse  
 Bobby Hammack Quartet 
First appearance in trade magazines: October 20, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6008 Smorgasbord  
 Bobby Enevoldsen 
First appearance in trade magazines: October 20, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6009 Sam Songs  
 Fliptop Finnegan 
First appearance in trade magazines:  c. October 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3020 Carnival in Rio  
 Leo Arnaud 
First appearance in trade magazines:  October 3, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LRP-3011 (Songs for a) Lazy Afternoon  
 Rod McKuen 
First appearance in trade magazines: November 10, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SL-9002  Calendar Girl  
 Julie London  
First appearance in trade magazines: December 1, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6010  Jazz – San Francisco Style  
 Virgil Gonsalves Group 
First appearance in trade magazines: January 5, 1957 (released 12/56) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6011 The Brothers Nash 
 Ted and Dick Nash 
First appearance in trade magazines: December 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6012 Vibe-Rations  
 Red Norvo in Hi-Fi 
First appearance in trade magazines: December 22, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LJH-6013 Buddy Childers Quartet 
 Buddy Childers Quartet 
First appearance in trade magazines: January 5, 1957 (released 12/56) 
 
Starting in about October 1956, some of Liberty’s pressing plants began using blue labels for jazz albums, 
while others continued to use dull green labels. In particular, Capitol Records kept using dull green. In 
these instances, both color configurations are first pressings. 
 


