
Pressings of Early Columbia Masterworks Albums 
 
 
Set 1 to Set 8 
Label 23 – Colored background with Columbia and flags 
Front cover has embossed gold print and “notes” logo. 
Columbia Records is centered. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Set 18 (9?) to Set 31 
Label 25 – Notes and Columbia in circle at top; REG US PAT. OFF. 
Columbia across the middle of the label between two closed curves. 
Three patent dates are in the bottom line of rim text. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia Records is at the bottom left corner. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Set 32 to Set 36 
Label 25A – Notes and Columbia in circle at top; REG US PAT. OFF. 
Columbia across the middle of the label between two closed curves. 
Two patent dates are in the top line of rim text. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia Records is at the bottom left corner. 
 

 

 

 
  



Set 37 to Set 41 
Label 25B – Notes and Columbia in circle at top 
Two lines of patents appear under the notes logo. 
Top line of rim print ends with a date in May, 1923. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia Records is at the bottom left corner. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Set 42 to c. Set 72 
Label 25C – Notes and Columbia in circle at top 
Three lines of patents appear under the notes logo. 
Top line of rim print ends with a date in May, 1923. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia Records is at the bottom left corner. 
 

 

 

 

 

Set 73 to c. Set 76 
Label 25D – Notes and Columbia in circle at top with REG US PAT OFF 
Two-line rim print mentions a date in 1913;  
top line ends with RE 16588. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia Records is at the bottom left corner. 
  



c. Set 104 to Set 125 
Label 25D – Notes and Columbia in circle at top with REG US PAT OFF 
Two-line rim print mentions a date in 1913;  
top line ends with RE 16588. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia Records is centered at the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set 126 to Set 175 
Label 25E – Notes and Columbia in circle at top with REG US PAT OFF 
Two-line rim print mentions a date in 1913;  
top line ends with patent number 1702564. 
Front cover has embossed gold print.  
Columbia records is centered at the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set 176 to Set 204 and Set 215 
Label 32 – At the top of the label are the words NOT LICENSED FOR RADIO  
BROADCAST. Notes and Columbia in circle at top with REG US PAT OFF 
At the bottom of the label is a simple, short copyright statement. 
Front cover is blue with a sticker shaped like a window pane.  
Print on sticker is blue on a white background.  
Front cover has the notes logo but no set number. 
Libretto shows no Columbia logo on cover. 
Some copies of 177 exist with a cover like the above issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



c. Set 205 to 214 and 216 to Set 238 
Label 32 – At the top of the label are the words NOT LICENSED FOR RADIO  
BROADCAST. Notes and Columbia in circle at top with REG US PAT OFF 
At the bottom of the label is a simple, short copyright statement. 
Front cover is black or blue with one of two stickers:  white on black  
Background or blue on white background. 
Front cover has “Set ###” and the notes logo. 
Libretto shows no Columbia logo on cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set 239 to Set 250 
Label 32 – At the top of the label are the words NOT LICENSED FOR RADIO  
BROADCAST. Notes and Columbia in circle at top with REG US PAT OFF 
At the bottom of the label is a simple, short copyright statement. 
Front cover to most issues is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set ###”. 
Front cover to most issues has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
There is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
Libretto shows the “notes” logo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set c. 251 to c. Set 315 
Label 35 – with COLUMBIA in large letters and short copyright 
Front cover to most issues is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set ###”. 
Front cover to most issues has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
There is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
Libretto shows the “notes” logo. 
  



Pressings of Columbia Masterworks Albums (Set No 316 on) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set c. 316 to Set 364 
Label 38a – with 1937 copyright 
Front cover to most issues is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set No ###” without any prefix. 
Front cover to most issues has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
There is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
If the records are in the AM- series, this is noted on the label; otherwise there is no prefix. 
Libretto (book) shows the “notes” logo only and lists the catalog number with no prefix. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set M-366 to Set M-372 
Label 38a – with 1937 copyright 
Front cover to most issues is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set M-###”. 
Front cover to most issues has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
There is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
The prefix (M- or AM-) appears on the label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Set M-374 
Label 39m – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number in the middle of the label. 
There are two lines of print at the lower perimeter of the label. 
Front cover to M-374 is mainly green; M-373 is part of a series. 
Front cover has “Set M-###”. 
Front cover to M-374 has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
There is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
The prefix (M- or AM-) appears on the label. 
The book may have either old or new logo. 
 
Set M-375 to Set M-377 
Label 39 – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number in the middle of the label. 
There are two lines of print at the lower perimeter of the label. 
Front cover is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set M-###”. 
Front cover has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
There is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
The prefix (M- or AM-) appears on the label from here on. 
The libretto shows the Columbia/CBS logo from here on. 
 
 
Set M-378 to Set M-391 
Label 39A – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are three lines of patent information across the middle of the label,  
including patent numbers and “other patents pending.” 
Front cover is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set M-###”. 
Front cover has Columbia Masterworks in the lower right. 
Except for M-389, there is no Columbia logo on the front cover. 
 
 
Set M-392 to Set M-402 
Label 39A – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are three lines of patent information across the middle of the label,  
including patent numbers and “other patents pending.” 
Front cover is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set M-###”. 
The Columbia/CBS logo appears in the lower right corner of  
the front cover above “Columbia Masterworks.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Set M-403 to Set M-413 
Label 39A – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are three lines of patent information across the middle of the label,  
including patent numbers and “other patents pending.” 
Front cover is mainly green. 
Front cover has “Set M-###” running vertically in the strip at the left. 
The Columbia/CBS logo appears the middle of a box containing the release 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set M-414 to Set M-416 
Label 39A – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are three lines of patent information across the middle of the label,  
including patent numbers and “other patents pending.” 
Front cover either is a single color (often gray) or is a custom artistic cover. 
Front cover has “Set M-###” in the box of information. 
The Columbia/CBS logo appears the middle of a box containing the release 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set M-417 to Set M-575 
Label 39B – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are three lines of patent information across the middle of the label,  
including patent numbers and “and/or 1702564.” 
Front cover either is a single color (often gray) or is a custom artistic cover. 
Front cover has “Set M-###” in the box of information. 
The Columbia/CBS logo appears the middle of a box containing the release 
information. 



Set M-576 to approximately Set M-702 
Label 39C – Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are two lines of patent information across the middle of the label;  
the only number given is 1,702,564. 
 
 
approximately Set M-703 to Set M-720 
Label 39D – Blue label. 
Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are two lines of patent information across the middle of the label;  
no numbers are given. 
 
Set M-721 to Set MM-1000 
Label 39D – Green label. 
Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There are two lines of patent information across the middle of the label;  
no numbers are given. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sets Numbered Higher than 1000 
Label 50 – Blue label. 
Columbia/CBS logo at top.  Set number at the left side of the label. 
There is a single line of information across the middle of the label;  
The Columbia/CBS logo appears in that line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


