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Introduction 

 
Mercury Records began in 1945 as a small label with pressing plants in Saint Louis and 
Chicago, immediately boasting that they were capable of producing records rapidly. 
That boast became a promise, as Mercury’s singles took off in popularity – leading to 
the release of albums. 
 
Mercury’s figurehead was an image of the Roman deity, at first drawn in profile. By 
May, 1946, the company had switched to a younger, friendlier image of Mercury and 
was looking for someone to represent the company. They found Eddie Gaedel, a young 

friendly-looking gentleman who was 3’7” tall. He traveled around 
promoting Mercury’s discs and was pictured on some of their releases. 
After he left Mercury, Gaedel famously went to work for the St. Louis 
Browns baseball organization. On August 19, 1951, he pinch-hit one time 
and was walked by the pitcher. The opposing team complained, leading 
to a rule requiring the Commissioner of Baseball to approve player 
contracts. Gaedel died in 1961 at the age of 36 – apparently the result of 
a beating. 
 
Mercury’s “10 Series” of albums began with a mixture of different styles. 
The companies different lines allowed them to grow while other small 
labels were not flourishing. This attracted the attention of several artists 
and producers, including Norman Granz – a big name in jazz. Granz had 
released several volumes of Jazz at the Philharmonic which were widely 
acclaimed. During 1948, the year of the union ban, Mercury and Granz 
came to an agreement allowing his Clef discs to be issued by Mercury and 
drawing Granz into the Mercury stable of artists. Mercury also purchased 

the Keynote line of jazz recordings – cementing their position as a major jazz label. 
 
Mercury began releasing classical records in the LP format in February, 1949, and by July they had over 
40 LPs on the market. Shortly after Mercury went into LPs they started releasing 45 RPM discs; these 
listings contain albums that were released before the advent of the other two speeds. 



A-10 Series Albums  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-10 Erroll Garner   Piano Solos 
Release Date: Early summer, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-11 Frank Parker Songs from My Heart to You 
Release Date: Early summer, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-12 Johnny Pineapple  Along the Pineapple Trail 
Release Date: Summer, 1946 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-13 José Melis Piano Classics the South American Way 
Release Date: Summer, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-14 Sunny Skylar Nursery Rhymes but Not for Children 
Release Date: Summer, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-15 Edmond O’Brien My Beloved 
Release Date: Summer, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-16 Tito Guizar Saludos  
Release Date: Late Fall, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-17 Jack Fina Ten Talented Fingers 
Release Date: Fall, 1946 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-18 Ralph Edwards Let’s Have a Party 
Release Date: November, 1946 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-22 Frankie Laine Frankie Laine Sings 
Release Date: BB April 5, 1947 (Advance) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-23 The Maple City Four Gaslight Ballads 
Release Date: BB April 5, 1947 (Advance) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-24 Erroll Garner Errol Garner Piano (#2) 
Release Date: 1947 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-25 Frances Langford Rainbow Rhapsody 
Release Date: Summer, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-26 Tony Martin An Album of Outstanding Selections 
Release Date: BB Fall, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-27 Romy Gosz Polka Album 
Release Date: Fall, 1947 (as singles); not released as an album 
Roman “Romy” Gosz recorded an album for Mercury in 1947. Although the singles were released, and 
those singles are labeled as being from album A-27, the album did not appear, and the number was later 
given to an album by Caesar Petrillo. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-27 Caesar Petrillo Music for Listening, for Dancing, for Pleasure 
Release Date: BB November 27, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-28  Benay Venuta  Record Gazette 
Release Date: BB July 17, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-29 Vic Damone Vic Damone 
Release Date: BB August 7, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-30 Tiny Hill  Tiny Hill Album (All Time-Old Time Favorites) 
Release Date: BB June 5, 1948; Review August 14, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-31 Jan August Piano Rhythm 
Release Date: Summer, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-32 Tony Martin Memories 
Release Date: BB August 14, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-33 Lennie Tristano  Lennie Tristano 
Release Date: Fall, 1948 
A reissue of Keynote No. 147. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-34 Various Artists  Bebop 
Release Date: Late 1948 
A reissue of Keynote No. 140. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-35 A.W. Binder New Songs of Palestine 
Release Date: BB December 4, 1948 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-36 Chubby Jackson & Bill Harris Chubby Jackson & Bill Harris 
Release Date: Late 1948 
A reissue of Keynote No. 123 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-61 Hank Jones Be-Bop Piano 
Release Date: BB December 4, 1948 
A reissue of Clef 104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-69 Alfred Newman  Captain From Castile 
Release Date: BB January 1, 1949 (advance) 
A reissue of Majestic MZ-6 (December, 1947) 
  



Mercury Miniature Playhouse Series 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MMP-1 John Garfield Herman Ermine in Rabbit Town 
Release Date: Fall, 1946 
MMP-2 Jack Carson Willie and Hannibal in Mouseland 
Release Date: Fall, 1946 
MMP-3 Don Doolittle Captain Bill Meets Feary O’Leary 
Release Date: Fall, 1946 
The Herman Ermine album is about racism. “Some of my best friends have been black rabbits.” The 
series as a whole was popular; by the end of the 1946 Mercury had released several of them. 
MMP-4 Two-Ton Baker Nursery Rhymes 
Release Date: Fall, 1946 
MMP-5 Two-Ton Baker Christmas Party 
Release Date: Fall, 1946 Possibly intended as album A-21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Single Numbers Artist Source Album 
1001 to 1003 ERROLL GARNER - A-10 
1004 to 1006 JOSE MELIS  - A-13 
1007 to 1009 FRANK PARKER - A-11 
1010 to 1012 JOHNNY PINEAPPLE - A-12 
1013 to 1015 SUNNY SKYLAR - A-14 
1016 to 1018 EDMUND O'BRIEN 

 
A-15 

1019 to 1021 TITO GUIZAR - A-16 
1022 unknown 

  1023 to 1025 JACK FINA & HIS ORCH - A-17 
1026 to 1028 FRANKIE LAINE 

 
A-22 

1029 to 1031 MAPLE CITY FOUR - A-23 
1032 to 1034 ERROL GARNER - A-24 
1035 to 1037 ROMY GOSZ - A-27* 
1038 to 1040 TONY MARTIN - A-26 
1041 to 1043 CAESAR PETRILLO - A-27 
1046 to 1048 BENAY VENUTA - A-28 
1047 to 1049 FRANCES LANGFORD - A-25 
1050 to 1052 VIC DAMONE - A-29 
1053 to 1055 TINY HILL - A-30 
1056 to 1058 JAN AUGUST - A-31 
1059 to 1061 TONY MARTIN - A-32 
1062 to 1064 LENNIE TRISTANO TRIO Keynote A-33 
1065 to 1067 VARIOUS ARTISTS Keynote A-34 
1068 to 1070 INTERNATIONAL CHORUS - A-35 
1071 to 1073 CHUBBY JACKSON SEPTET Keynote A-36 

1074 to 1076 MAGYAR GYPSY ENSEMBLE Keynote A-37 
 
 
  



Jazz at the Philharmonic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Asch 453 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Volume Number 1 
Release Date: BB November 17, 1945 
Reissued by Stinson in Fall, 1947. See below for the Mercury release. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disc 501 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 2 
Release Date: 1946 
Reissued by Mercury c. 1950. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disc 503 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 3 
Release Date: BB September 28, 1946 
Reissued in 1949 as Mercury 11039 to 11041. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disc 504 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 4 
Release Date: BB March 1, 1947 
Reissued by Mercury c. 1950. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disc 507 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 5 
Release Date: BB July 12, 1947 
Reissued in 1949 as Mercury 11030 to 11032. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clef 100 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 6 
Release Date: BB September 13, 1947 
Contains discs numbered 101, 102, and 103.  Reissued November, 1948, as Mercury 11003-11005. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clef 101 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 7 
Release Date: Early 1948 
Contains discs numbered 104, 105, and 106.  Reissued November, 1948, as Mercury 11006-11008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mercury Vol. 8 Norman Granz (Various) Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 8 
Release Date: BB November, 1948 
Contains discs numbered 11000-11002.  Despite the announcement in Billboard that Vol. 8 was a reissue 
from Clef, apparently it was new to Mercury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mercury 11009-10 Norman Granz (Various) How High the Moon 
Release Date: BB November 6, 1948 
A reissue of Jazz at the Philharmonic, Vol. 1. 



Here is an early ad for Mercury records in the LP format: 
 
 
 


