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Part Two 
1942 to 1945 

 
 
 
 
 
As soon as Musicraft’s financial troubles overwhelmed it, they looked for help elsewhere. On August 10, 
1942, they announced their purchase by a new business called the Musicraft Corporation. Just as 
Musicraft Records Inc. had been fighting details of the AFM recording ban, the Musicraft Corporation took 
up the battle. Even though they essentially agreed to the AFM’s demands, they struggled to obtain its 
approval to record. Even so, Musicraft skirted the ban by making records without musical backing – which 
they released at the end of the year. These were the first pop records that Musicraft issued. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Label 42 
 
Musicraft’s label backdrops for the period 1942 to 1945 have the registered patent information under 
“MUSICRAFT.” They also read “Musicraft Corporation” at the top. Otherwise, they are similar to Label 37. 
There were enough blank labels in stock to last until spring 1946. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Every single and every album that Musicraft released on the label between the end of 1942 and the middle 
of 1946 has this label style. Every copy of every Musicraft record that has one the later label style came 
out after the reorganization. During the period 1942-1946, Musicraft also released copies of their earlier 
albums on this label. 
 
Although they released quite a few singles, the new Musicraft appears not to have released any new 
albums until after the AFM strike was over a year old, in spring 1944.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Richard Dyer-Bennet Babes of the Zoo 
Album 801/2 AM April 1944 
Contains singles 801 to 802 
 
Released with a yellow label having no logo, the potential for foreign 
distribution in countries that did not honor the Musicraft trademark made 
Babes for the Zoo look somewhat generic, but the children’s album is quite 
interesting. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeronimo Villarino Flamenco Music for Guitar and Voice 
Album 59 May 1944 
Contains singles 258 to 261 
This album is a reissue of Album N-5 from the series previously designated 
as “Night Life in New York” into the main series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Red River Dave Authentic Hillbilly Ballads 
Album 60 May 1944 
Contains singles 285 to 289 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Polkateers Polka 
Album 61 June 1944 
Contains singles 280 to 284 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paul LaValle American Waltz Memories 
Album 62 September 1944 
Contains singles 294 to 297 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dick Thomas (with Frank Novak, Esmereldy) American Cowboy Classics 
Album 63 c. October 1944 
Contains singles 298 to 301 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harry (the Hipster) Gibson Boogie Woogie in Blue 
Album 64 September 1944 
Contains singles 290 to 293 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Milton Cross Peter and the Wolf 
Album 65 November 1944 
Contains singles 302 to 305 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Al Duffy Hot Fiddle Classics 
Album 66 November 1944 
Contains singles 306 to 309 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lead Belly ?? 
Album 67 Scheduled for Late 1944 
Contains singles  
 
Although the singles came out in 1944, there are no reported announcements of an album, and no copies 
of the album have surfaced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Earl Rogers The Folk Songs of New England 
Album 68 Late 1945 
Contains singles 333 to 335 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teddy Wilson And His All Stars 
Album N-5A Late 1945 
Contains singles 318, 319, 332, 336 
 
Album N-5 had been removed from the “Night Life” series. At that point, 
the series had been terminated. However, Musicraft decided to introduce 
new albums to the N- series – even though it was no longer a series that 
related to life in New York. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a Billboard ad dated December 15, 1945, the Musicraft Corporation announced that it had been 
purchased by the Jefferson-Travis Radio Corporation. The purchase had taken place on November 5, about 
which Billboard had reported in some detail in the November 10th issue. Suddenly, Musicraft’s ownership, 
status, and direction changed. The new direction will appear in the third page in this series. 
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