
Norgran Records 
 
By the start of 1954, Norman Granz’s label, Clef Records, was doing so well that his distributors were 
unable to keep up with the demand. Therefore, on February 6th Granz announced that he would be 
transferring the “cool jazz” artists from Clef to a new label named after himself:  Norgran. 
 
Norgran immediately began releasing singles and ten-inch albums, 
and series of twelve-inch LPs soon followed. All of the 10” LPs were 
released on the same yellow label with black print, with the 
exception of two albums by Chico O’Farrill – numbered 27 and 28 – 
that had deep green labels with silver print and which were 
identified as part of a “Dance Series.” The Dance Series albums also 
featured a logo showing people dancing, instead of the usual 
trumpet player. 
 

Norgran proved to be a popular place for Jazz, and by the end of 
1955 Granz had the capital to start up two new labels, one of which 
– Verve Records – was to be devoted to reaching the popular-music 
market. By early 1956, the success of Verve and the other labels 
pushed Granz to the conclusion that if he combined his labels into 
one larger label he would essentially have a “major” label. At that 
point, Norgran was cancelled entirely, and the labels were all moved 
under the Verve umbrella. The releases on Norgran attained 
somewhat of a legendary status in the years that followed.  These 
pages cover the ten-inch albums numbered 1 through 32.  



Norgran Ten-Inch Albums 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-1 Johnny Hodges Swing With Johnny Hodges 
Recording Dates: 1/15/51; 1/13/52; 12/11/52 
Release Date: BB February 27, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-2 The Dizzy Gillespie Stan Getz Sextet Sextet 
Recording Dates: 12/9/53 
Release Date: BB February 27, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-3 Buddy DeFranco The Music of Buddy DeFranco 
Recording Dates: 4/15/53; 4/20/53 
Release Date: BB February 27, 1954 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-4 Al Hibbler Favorites 
Recording Dates: 4/1/52; 9/30/53 
Release Date: May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-5 Lester Young With the Oscar Peterson Trio (#1) 
Recording Dates: 8/4/52 
Release Date: BB June 19, 1954 
Original Pressing: The front cover does not have “#1” printed on it, and there are no stickers. 
Later Pressings: The second pressing has a sticker reading #1; the third pressing has #1 printed on it. 
One often finds copies with a “Hi-Fi Recording” sticker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-6 Lester Young With the Oscar Peterson Trio (#2) 
Recording Dates: 8/4/52 
Release Date: BB June 19, 1954 
Original Pressing: The front cover does not have “#1” printed on it, and there are no stickers. 
Later Pressings: Later Pressings: The second pressing has a sticker reading #1; the third pressing has #1 
printed on it.  One often finds copies with a “Hi-Fi Recording” sticker. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-7 Louis Bellson The Amazing Artistry of Louis Bellson 
Recording Dates: 02/54 
Release Date: BB June 26, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-8 The Charlie Ventura Quartet The Charlie Ventura Quartet 
Recording Dates: 12/22/52; 1/5/53 
Release Date: c. May/June, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-9 Chico O’Farrill 2nd Afro-Cuban Jazz Suite 
Recording Dates: 1/21/51; 11/24/51 
Release Date: c. May/June, 1954 
Original Pressing: The front cover reads “Clef Records.” 
The second pressing has a large Norgran sticker over Clef Records; the third has a smaller sticker. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-10 Benny Carter The Urbane Mr. Carter 
Recording Dates: 12/31/53; 1/4/54 
Release Date: c. June, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-11 Bernard Peiffer Bernard Peiffer et son Trio 
Recording Dates: 3/12/52; 3/31/52; 4/4/52; 5/23/53 
Release Date: c. June, 1954 (listed in American Record Guide in September, 1954) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-12 Don Byas (L’Inimitable) Don Byas et ses Rythmes 
Recording Dates: 7/4/50; 4/10/52 
Release Date: CB August 7, 1954 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-13 Slim Gaillard Wherever he May Be 
Recording Dates: 5/12/51; 8/51; 7/52; 12/53 
Release Date: CB July 3, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-14 Louis Bellson The Exciting Louis Bellson 
Recording Dates: 7/53; 2/54 
Release Date: CB July 27, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-15 Al Hibbler Al Hibbler Sings Duke Ellington 
Recording Dates: 2/11/54; 2/19/54 
Release Date: September, 1954 (mentioned CB 9/25) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-16 Buddy DeFranco Pretty Moods 
Recording Dates: 4/7/54 
Release Date: High Fidelity 09/54 
 
 
MGN-17 Unreleased/Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-18 Dizzy Gillespie-Stan Getz Sextet Volume 2 
Recording Dates: 12/9/53; 5/25/54 
Release Date: BB September 18, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-19 Tal Farlow The Tal Farlow Album 
Recording Dates: 6/2/54 
Release Date: CB September 4, 1954 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-20 Charlie Ventura and Mary Ann McCall An Evening With Charlie Ventura and Mary Ann McCall 
Recording Dates: 6/7/54 
Release Date: BB September 11, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-21 Benny Carter The Formidable Benny Carter 
Recording Dates: 9/18/52; 9/19/52 
Release Date: September, 1954 (listed in American Record Guide in October, 1954) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-22 Toshiko Toshiko 
Recording Dates: 11/13/53; 11/14/53 
Release Date: BB September-October, 1954 
The label gives the title as Toshiko’s Piano. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-23 Bud Powell The Artistry of Bud Powell 
Recording Dates: 6/2/54; 6/4/54 
Release Date: BB October 30, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-24 George Wallington Trio The Workshop of the George Wallington Trio 
Recording Dates: 6/10/54 
Release Date: CB October 16, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-25 The Six The Six 
Recording Dates: 4/54 
Release Date: BB January 26, 1955 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-26 Buddy Rich The Swinging Buddy Rich 
Recording Dates: 8/21/53; 8/27/54 
Release Date: BB October 16, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-27 Chico O’Farrill Mambo Dance Session 
Recording Dates: 4/22/54; 4/23/54 
Release Date: BB November 27, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-28 Chico O’Farrill Mambo Dance Session 
Recording Dates: 4/16/54; 4/21/54 
Release Date: BB November 27, 1954 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-29 Kenny Drew The Ideation of Kenny Drew 
Recording Dates: 9/2/54 
Release Date: c. early 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MGN-30 Anita O’Day Songs by Anita O’Day 
Recording Dates: 4/15/54; 6/28/54 
Release Date: BB January, 1955 (reviewed in Saturday Review) 
 
MGN-31 Chico O’Farrill  Title not known 
Recording Dates: 9/7/51; 11/24/51 
Release Date:  Apparently unreleased, but combined in 1957 with another LP into an album for 
Verve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MGN-32 Jack Costanzo Afro-Cuban Jazz North-of-the-Border 
Recording Dates: 12/17/54 
Release Date: spring, 1955 
 
 


