
 
 

 

Park Ave and GaRex Records 
 

Discographies 

 

Listing Singles and Albums of each Label 

in Chronological Order 

 

 

 

1961-1964 

  



Park Ave Records 

Started by Peter Gram c. 1961. Pete P. Gram was a founder of Gram Bros. Inc. in November 1956. At first, 

the company specialized in automobile repair, but Pete soon branched out into other areas … including 

music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Series (1961) 

 

The following four singles have rim print indicating their manufacture by United Record Productions. That 

venture was owned by Peter Gram and Don Sterling Reed. The rim print mentions them as “Gram-Reed.”  

If the copyright encyclopedias online are correct, Don Reed was actually Peter Sterling Radcliffe. Radcliffe 

wrote as “Don Carson” and then as “Don Reed” in the 1950’s, becoming “Freddie Flute,” “Sterling Reed,” 

and “Don Sterling Reed.” He started A&R Records in 1961 with Eden Ahbez, but they released just one 

record. At that point, it looks like he released sporadically on various labels. Somehow, he partnered up 

with Peter Gram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-1007 According to an auction site, Fabulous 1007 was also pressed as Park Avenue 1007. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-108 Sterling Strings and Voices “Gemini”/ “You Are My Heart”  Matrix: 1008-a/1008-b 

 BB October 30, 1961 (United Record Productions); CB November 18, 1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-109 Sterling Strings & Voices “If You Only Knew”/ “I Don’t Want to Be Lonely”   

Matrix: 1009-a/1009-b (Alco pressing) The Monarch number starts with 40***, confirming a date in 1961.  

The label claims that the A-side is from the LP called Tres Chic, but no copies of the LP are extant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-712 Lynda Russo “My Heart Won’t Behave”/ “Too Many Tears” Matrix: ur-716-a/ur-714-b 

Linda is backed by the “Altons.”  She is mentioned on Park Ave in CB March 24, 1962. 

 



 

 

PHOTO NOT AVAILABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-717 Thomas Star King “Mama’s Little Baby”/ “Jezebel” 

BB June 9, 1962 

 

Transitional Single (1962) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-1000  Bob Moline “I’m Not a Serious Guy”/ “Two Different Worlds” Matrix: 1000x/1000xx 

 This is an unusual number. It may have come out in 1961, but mid-1962 seems more likely, since 

the B-side was current in ’62 and the single is lacking the Gram-Reed rim text. 

 

First 100 Series (1962) – Pink Label 

 

At about this time in fall 1962, Peter Gram formed GaRex Records – apparently with the cooperation of 

Gary Paxton, who was also launching his own Garpax label (with “The Monster Mash”). The Park Ave label 

organized its numbering system somewhat, starting over from 100. 

 

 

 

100 The New Yorkers “I Know Why”/ “Little Girl 5’3”” 

 Matrix: 1424x/1424xx 

This group was the Artones and was about to become the Beverly 

Hills Painters. The material that they recorded for Park Ave was 

reissued (probably in 1963) on Gateway Records (LA). 

 

 



101 ?? 

102 ?? 

 

One of the above two numbers may have been reserved for a second New Yorkers single, but apparently, 

they left the label. Matrix number 1425 is not known on any release. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-103 Cliff Greaves “Little Rosa”/ “The Day the Town Cried”  Matrix: 1426x/1426xx 

 Monarch number  45579 (a-side) [early December 1962] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-104 Johnny Fortune “One Less Angel”/ “Need You” Matrix:  1427x/1427xx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-105 The James Boys “Farewell, My Love”/ “Tears on My Pillow”  Matrix: 1428x/1428xx 

The B-side is not the classic Little Anthony and the Imperials song (written by Bradford and Lewis); 

instead, both sides of this single were written by Danny and Burl Brown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-106 The James Boys “Hey Sweet Girl”/ “There’s Nothing New”  Matrix: 1429x/1429xx  

 BB February 9, 1963 [A-side listed in BB as “Hey Little Girl.”] 

 

Park Ave appears to have deliberately “skipped over” the numbers that were used in 1961. There are no 

known copies of 107, 108, or 109 in this series, and there are no known advertisements for discs with 

those numbers. Finally, the matrix numbers on PA-110 follow PA-106 consecutively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-110 Johnny Fortune “Soul Surfer”/ “Midnight Surf”  

Matrix: 1430x/1430xx 

This record proved to be such a hot seller that it demanded national attention. The original release listed 

the only catalog number as pa-110, with all of the print in the same typefaces that Park Ave normally used.  

Released in late March 1963. 

 

PA-111 Pressed with matrix 1432? No copies of a disc with this number are known to exist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-112 Bob Moline “Hey Girl”/ “Hide and Seek” Matrix: 1431x/1431xx 

 Released in April 1963. 

 

Later copies of PA-110 have UA info on the label and read PA-110-597. This may have been an initial 

labeling of PA-110 in the United Artists series, as UA-597 is from May 1963 also. However, everyone 

involved seems to have decided that Park Ave would restart its numbering system, rather than retain two 

series. However, this soon became confusing, and Park Ave stopped pressing singles under 125. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Second 100 Series (1963) – Pink or White/Yellow Label 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P-101 Johnny Fortune “Soul Surfer”/ “Midnight Surf” Matrix: ZTSP-89101/2 

 A reissue of first series PA-110 CB May 11, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P-1301 Johnny Fortune The Soul Surfer (mono) 

 All of the LP’s songs were copyright for May 1963, and the album gives credit to United Artists, 

so that’s when the album came out. It is known to exist only in mono. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-102 Johnny Fisher “Every Time You Cry”/ “Tan Dan” Matrix 1433x/1433xx 

 CB June 8, 1963; see also P-125. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-103 Johnny Fortune “Surfer’s Trip”/ “Soul Traveler” Matrix: 1434x/1434xx 

 BB July 27, 1963; see also P-126 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-104 Lance Le Gault “Stay All Night”/ “205 Pounds of Love” Matrix: 1435x/1435xx 

 Also an accomplished actor, Le Gault is best known for having played Col. Decker on the A-Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P/PA-125  Johnny Fisher “Tan Dan”/ “Every Time You Cry” Matrix: P-1002/3 = ZTSP-89103/4 

This was the national distribution number for PA-102. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P/PA-126 Johnny Fortune “Soul Traveler”/ “Surfer’s Trip” Matrix: ZTSP-89105/6 

This was the national distribution number for PA-103. CB August 10, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-127 Does this exist with matrix number 1436? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P/PA-128  Easy Deal Wilson  “Dallas”/ “Frog Nappin’” Matrix: ZTSP-89109/10 

 CB September 28, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-129 Tony Martin “Broadway Broken Heart”/ “Foot Steps of a Fool” Matrix: 1437x/1437xx 

 CB September 28, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-130 Johnny Fortune “Dragster”/ “Siboney” Matrix: ZTSP-89114/3 

 CB October 19, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-131 Does this exist with matrix numbers ZTSP-89115/6? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-132 Bobby Moline “Devil Get Behind Me”/ “I’ll Be Waiting for You”  

Matrix: PK4M-6935/6 = ZTSP-89117/8 

CB January 4, 1964 

 

 

 

 

4900 Series (1964) 

 

In April 1964, Park Ave and GaRex became the subjects of investigation connected with the “Payola” 

scandal. That move seems to have prompted United Artists not to renew their distribution arrangement 

with the two labels that had begun one year earlier. Peter Gram seems to have shut up the GaRex 

operation at the time, but Park Ave released a few more singles prior to shutting down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P-4903  Sheri Leigh “My Boy Sunshine”/ “My Boy Sunshine” (inst.)  Matrix: 4907/4908 

 The matrices are numbered as though there were three prior releases, 4900 through 4902, with 

matrix numbers 4901/2 through 4905/6. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-4904  Ray Sharpe “Baby Ora”/ “Do the Thaxton” Matrix: 4910/4911-a 

 Ray Sharpe released records for GaRex in 1963. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-4905  Johnny Fortune “I’m Talkin’ About You”/ “My Wandering Love” Matrix: 4950/4951 

 The address on the label was the address of Gram Brothers Automotive, of Tailormade Music, of 

Metropolitan Music, and of Park Ave and Garex Records. A new building on that spot is the home to 

SafeLite AutoGlass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PA-4906  Ray Sharpe “Almost Grown”/ “Sweets for My Sweet” Matrix: 4952/4953 

  



GaRex Records Discography 

 

After Don Sterling Reed went his own way, Peter Gram started up another label in addition to continuing 

the work that Park Ave was doing. That label he called GaRex, which stand for Gram Automotive Records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 Cornells “Wak-a-Cha”/ “Mama’s Little Baby” 

Matrix: GA-053/4 Monarch number  45007 

 Early November 1962 – based on the Monarch number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

101 Does not exist?  Could be the Cornells “Church Key”/ “Honky Tonk Part 2” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

102 The Cornells “Agua Caliente”/ “Malibu Surf” 

Matrix: GA-055/6 

 BB January 5, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GA-LP-100 The Cornells Beach Bound 

 CB October 12, 1963 but probably released in April. The album does not mention “Beachbound” 

as a single and was not distributed by United Artists. The latest songs were copyrighted in May, 

suggesting that it was not out very long before the arrangement with UA. Not known to exist in stereo. 

 

 

 

103 The Cornells “Beachbound”/ “Lone Star Stomp” 

Matrix: probably GA-053/4, but I know of no copies. This became GaRex 201. 

 BB May 4, 1963  

CB May 4, 1963 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

201 The Cornells “Lone Star Stomp”/ “Beachbound” 

Matrix: ZTSP-89121/2 aka G-1000/1 

Distributed by UA. 

 CB May 11, 1963 

This single was pressed as UA 49 – apparently at the same time as the GaRex single was being distributed 

by United Artists. However, that number does not fit into the UA chronology.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

104 Ray Sharpe “I’m in Misery”/ “The Day You Left Me” 

Matrix: GA-059/60 Monarch number  48385 

 BB July 27, 1963 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

105 Ray Sharpe “Hey, Little Girl!”/ “The Day You Left Me” 

Matrix: GA-061/GA-060 

 Apparently, GaRex decided to replace the original A-side of the single with “Hey Little Girl,” 

changing the catalog number from 104 to 105 in the process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G-203 Ray Sharpe “Hey, Little Girl!”/ “The Day You Left Me” 

Matrix: ZTSP-89125/6 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GA-206 The Cornells “Do the Slauson”/ “Surf Fever” 

Matrix: ZTSP-89131/2 

“Surf Fever” wound up selling as the A-side.  “Do the Slauson” was the same song as “Wak-a-Cha” – it 

being rebranded so as to support the brief dance craze called the Slauson Shuffle. 

 BB December 28, 1963; CB January 4, 1964 

 

When Al Huskey initiated a payola suit against LA-based labels, including Park Ave and GaRex, in April 

1964, Peter Gram responded with an expression of confusion. He told Billboard magazine that he only 

met Huskey a few times and had no business with him. Regarding payola, he indicated that he had 

repaired automobiles for local disc jockeys, but he had always charged them for his services. “If my 

products were played, they were played because they were good. I’ve had records bounced, too.” By the 

end of May, Gram had filed a formal response to the court – denying any involvement in payola. 


