
Philo Records by Frank Daniels 
 
The first concert labeled as Jazz at the Philharmonic occurred in July 
1944 at Los Angeles Philharmonic Auditorium. The Philharmonic 
Orchestra was the main attraction to the building, but Norman 
Granz’s jazz concerts were soon to be regarded as historic by jazz 
afficionados. 
 
The Philharmonic Record Shop, owned by Leo and Edward Mesner, 
occupied the same building as the famous concert hall, and they were 
thrilled to hear the jazz that was happening at the auditorium – so 
thrilled that they decided to start a record label. In late spring 1945, 
Philo Recordings was born. Naturally, it was named after the record 
store and the auditorium that housed them.  
 
Philo Records got started slowly, but soon the new label released 
popular blues and jazz hits. Before the end of the year, Norman Granz 
was on board, reeling in new artists for Philo and bringing the label 
some of his recordings – such as the famous 1942 concert featuring 
Nat King Cole, Lester Young, and Red Callender. By the end of the year, 
the west-coast label was releasing several new singles every month, 
but they were having problems with their name.  
 
As the Mesners tried to register the Philo name as a trademark, they 
faced resistance from the Philco Radio Corporation, who indicated 
that the Philo name may cause confusion. After over a month of 
discussion, the Mesner brothers decided to change their business to 
Medlee (= M + Ed + Lee). They dropped that idea within a week or 
two, however, in favor of another name: Aladdin. With that name, 
the label would be popular throughout the R&B scene during the 
early 1950s. 
 
 
  



Philo 100 Series 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 101   “Flying Home, Part I”/ “Flying Home, Part II” 
Illinois Jacquet  
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  June 23, 1945 (Advance) 
First pressing. Made by Presto Recording Corporation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 101   “Flying Home, Part I”/ “Flying Home, Part 2” 
Illinois Jacquet  
Second pressing, maroon label 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 102   “Uptown Boogie”/ “Throw it Out Your Mind, Baby” 
Illinois Jacquet  
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  August 4, 1945 (Advance) 
First pressing. Likely made by Presto Recording Corporation.  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 102   “Uptown Boogie”/ “Throw it Out Your Mind, Baby” 
Illinois Jacquet  
Second Pressing, blue label. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 102   “Uptown Boogie”/ “Throw it Out Your Mind, Baby” 
Illinois Jacquet  
Third pressing, red label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 103  “Around the Clock, Part I”/ “Around the Clock, Part II” 
Wynonie “Mr. Blues” Harris 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  Advance on August 4; Ad on September 29, 1945 
First pressing. Artist’s name in tall, thin print.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 103  “Around the Clock, Part I”/ “Around the Clock, Part II” 
Wynonie “Mr. Blues” Harris 
Second pressing. Artist’s name in the same typeface as the title. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 104  “Cock-a-Doodle-Doo”/ “Yonder Goes My Baby” 
Wynonie “Mr. Blues” Harris 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  Ad on September 29, 1945 
First pressing. Artist’s name in tall, thin print.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 104  “Cock-a-Doodle-Doo”/ “Yonder Goes My Baby” 
Wynonie “Mr. Blues” Harris 
Second pressing. Artist’s name in the same typeface as the title. 
 
Observe that the second pressings list the names of Johnny Otis’ All-Stars. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo PV-105  “He May Be Your Man”/ “Blue Prelude” 
Helen Humes 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  Ad on September 29, 1945 
First pressing, blue label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo PV-105  “He May Be Your Man”/ “Blue Prelude” 
Helen Humes 
Second pressing, maroon label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo PV-106  “Every Now and Then”/ “Be-Baba-Leba” 
Helen Humes 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  Ad on September 29, 1945 
First pressing, blue label with misspelling of “Be-Baba-Leba.” 
The title is very similar to the later song by Gene Vincent, “Be-Bop-a-Lula.” 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo PV-106  “Every Now and Then”/ “Be-Baba-Leba” 
Helen Humes 
Second pressing, maroon label with corrected spelling. Buyers preferred the B-side and made it a top 
blues hit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 107  “Unlucky Woman”/ “McShann’s Boogie-Blues” 
Helen Humes/Jay McShann’s Trio 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  November 3, 1945 
First pressing, blue label. 
Humes originally recorded the song in early 1942 with Pete Brown and his band. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 107  “Unlucky Woman”/ “McShann’s Boogie-Blues” 
Helen Humes/Jay McShann’s Trio 
Second pressing, maroon label. The typesetting is slightly different than on the blue label but the same 
as on the bright red label. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 107  “Unlucky Woman”/ “McShann’s Boogie-Blues” 
Helen Humes/Jay McShann’s Trio 
Second (?) pressing, red label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 108  “Confessing the Blues”/ “Walking” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  December 1, 1945 (Advance) 
First pressing, blue label. 
A-side miscredited to Witherspoon. McShann had previously recorded the A-side for Decca. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 108  “Confessing the Blues”/ “Walking” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
Second pressing, blue label. The A-side credit is correct. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 108  “Confessing the Blues”/ “Walking” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
Second pressing, maroon label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 109  “Hard-Working Man’s Blues”/ “When I’ve Been Drinking” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  December 1, 1945 (Advance) 
First pressing, blue label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 109  “Hard-Working Man’s Blues”/ “When I’ve Been Drinking” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
Second pressing, maroon label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 110  “Merry-Go-Round Blues”/ “Bad Tale Boogie” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  December 1, 1945 (Advance) 
First pressing, blue label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 110  “Merry-Go-Round Blues”/ “Bad Tale Boogie” 
Jay McShann’s Trio 
Second pressing, maroon label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 111  “Baby, Don’t You Cry”/ “Blazer’s Boogie” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  November 10, 1945 
First pressing, blue label. 
This pressing credits the A-side to Charles Brown and the Three Blazers, and the  
B-side to The Three Blazers. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 111  “Baby, Don’t You Cry”/ “Blazer’s Boogie” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
Second pressing, maroon label. 
A-side is now credited to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers. 
B-side credit still reads The Three Blazers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 111  “Baby, Don’t You Cry”/ “Blazer’s Boogie” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
Third pressing, maroon label. 
Both sides are now credited to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 111  “Baby, Don’t You Cry”/ “Blazer’s Boogie” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
Fourth pressing, black label. 
Both sides are credited to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 112  “Drifting Blues”/ “Groovy” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
First Mentioned in Trade Magazines:  December 1, 1945 (released November?) 
First pressing, blue label. 
This pressing credits the A-side to Charles Brown and the Three Blazers, and the  
B-side to Johnny Moore – Charles Brown and The Three Blazers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 112  “Drifting Blues”/ “Groovy” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
Second pressing, maroon label. 
Both sides are now credited to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 112  “Drifting Blues”/ “Groovy” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
Third pressing, black label. 
Both sides are credited to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers. 
Second-run copies have different typesetting. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 112  “Drifting Blues”/ “Groovy” 
Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers 
Fourth pressing, red label. 
Both sides are credited to Johnny Moore’s Three Blazers. 
 
Philo 113 and Philo 114 are not known to exist. 
 
Beginning in December 1945, Philo introduced the black label. This label style lasted until the label became 
Aladdin. Some releases were available on a bright red label during early 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 115  “My Love Comes Tumbling”/ “Stardust” 
Leonard Feather’s Hiptet / Howard McGhee 
First pressing, black label. Released: December 1945. 
The A-side was reissued as “My Love Comes Tumbling Down.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 116  “Larceny Hearted Woman”/ “Lifestream” 
Leonard Feather’s Hiptet / Howard McGhee 
First pressing, black label. Released: December 1945. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 117  “Just Another Woman”/ “Intersection” 
Leonard Feather’s Hiptet / Howard McGhee 
First pressing, black label. Released: December 1945. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 118  “Post-War Future Blues”/ “Mop-Mop” 
Leonard Feather’s Hiptet / Howard McGhee 
First pressing, black label. Released: December 1945. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 119  “I Blowed and Gone”/ “Laura” 
Harry Edison Quintet 
First pressing, black label. Released: January 1946. 
 
 
 
 
Second pressing, red label, c. February 1946. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 120  “Ain’tcha Gonna Do It”/ “Exit Virginia Blues” 
Harry Edison Quintet 
First pressing, black label. Released: January 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
Second pressing, red label, c. February 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 121  “Voo-It”/ “Did You Ever Love a Man” 
Helen Humes 
First pressing, red label. Released: February 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 122  “Central Avenue Boogie”/ “Please Let Me Forget” 
Helen Humes 
First pressing, red label. Released: February 1946.  Some copies of the A-side have different typesetting. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 123  “D. B. Blues”/ “Lester Blows Again” 
Lester Young 
First (?) pressing, black label. Released: February 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 124  “These Foolish Things”/ “Jumping at Mesners’” 
Lester Young 
First pressing, black label. Released: February 1946. 
 
 
 
Also pressed that same month on the red label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 125  “He Don’t Love Me Anymore”/ “Pleasing Man Blues” 
Helen Humes 
First pressing, black label. Released: March 1946. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 126  “It’s Better to Give Than to Receive”/ “See, See Rider” 
Helen Humes 
First pressing, black label. Released: March 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 127  “It’s Only a Paper Moon”/ “After You’ve Gone” 
Lester Young 
First pressing, black label. Released: April 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philo 128  “Lover Come Back to Me”/ “Jamming With Lester” 
Lester Young 
First pressing, black label. Released: April 1946. 
 
 
 



Philo 1000 Series 

The 1000 series of twelve-inch singles appeared only for one album. It was numbered P-1 collectively, 
containing singles 1000 and 1001. 
 
Philo P-1  Lester Young Trio 
Lester Young Trio [(Nat) King Cole, Red Callender] 
First pressing, maroon label. Released c. November 1945. 
Consists of twelve-inch singles 1000 and 1001 in a paper outer cover. 
The trio recorded these songs in concert on July 15, 1942 – two weeks before 
the first strike by the musicians’ union. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the trade magazines reached May 11, 1946,  
the genie was out of the lamp. Aladdin had been born. 
 


