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“Announcing a Great New Jazz Label” began the ad for Bill Grauer’s Riverside 
Records in the January 1953 issue of The Record Changer. Along with Orrin 
Keepnews, Grauer owned and managed the magazine, which had begun in 
1942. Keepnews also partnered with Grauer on Riverside, but Grauer’s name 
became better known due to the references to “Bill Grauer Productions” on the 
labels and covers.  
 
Riverside emerged as an outlet for reissuing early jazz masters, as well as 
releasing records in the modern jazz styles.



Riverside Label Styles 
 
Label 53 
White label with light blue and black print. 
Albums made from the beginning of 1953 through the end of the year, the print on the middle of the 
label shows RLP and the number in a large, bold, wide typeface. The bold face was removed near the 
end of the year, and at the start of 1954, the typeface on the catalog number was narrower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the beginning of 1955, the typeface of RLP and the album number were both narrowed further. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Young Men With Horns  RLP-2501 
Bob Wilber’s Wildcat 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: January 1953 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carl Halen and the Washboard Five  RLP-2502 
Carl Halen and the Washboard Five 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1954 
A reissue of singles from Knickerbocker (1952). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Orleans Encore  RLP-2503 
Bob Hodes and the Red Onion Jazz Band 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: June* 1953 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gene Mayl’s Dixieland Rhythm Kings  RLP-2504 
The Dixieland Rhythm Kings 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: September 1953 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



New Orleans Jazz Party  RLP-2505 
The Dixieland Rhythm Kings 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dick Wellstood   RLP-2506 
Dick Wellstood 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: No Show 
Released 1955. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



George Lewis   RLP-2507 
George Lewis 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cole Porter in a Modern Mood  RLP-2508 
Randy Weston 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dixieland Jazz   RLP-2509 
Yank Lawson 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riverside Roustabouts  RLP-2510 
Bob Helm 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: December 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sarah Vaughan Sings With John Kirby  RLP-2513 
Sarah Vaughan and John Kirby 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: February 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the All-Star Stompers  RLP-2514 
Wild Bill Davison 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Randy Weston Trio  RLP-2515 
The Randy Weston Trio 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sidney Bechet’s Seven  RLP-2516 
Sidney Bechet 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Six Valves   RLP-2517 
Don Elliott-Rusty Dedrick 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Woman in Love  RLP-2518 
Barbara Lea 
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


