
Scepter Records 
1958-1961 

 
The Scepter Records story does not really start with Tiara Records. Lew Conetta created Tiara several years 
before Scepter, and Tiara continued to release records after Scepter began. However, one person working 
for Tiara – and by all accounts a co-owner of the company – is the well-known instrument for bringing 
about the vision for Scepter Records. That was Florence Greenberg. 
 
By early 1958, Greenberg was 44 years old – she would turn 45 in September. Over the past two years, 
she had learned as much about music publishing and about the managing of a record company as she 
could. She had approached the revived Tiara with a song for which her son, Stan, had co-written the music. 
Murry Shaff recorded the song, and Tiara had released it – with little success. After that, she had set up 
her own publishing company, Scepter Music, in late 1957, to publish the Shirelles’ first song, “I Met Him 
on a Sunday.” Throughout 1958, Scepter Music continued to publish Shirelles’ songs (when they were on 
Decca) as well as songs that John Bowden wrote for the Vestelles (also on Decca), plus some songs for 
which Tiara released the records. In November 1958, Greenberg parted ways with Tiara Records for a new 
venture. 
 
As Lew Conetta had plans for Tiara, and since Greenberg had enough confidence in the Shirelles to put 
them out on her own after their contract with Decca expired, on December 1, 1958, Florence Greenberg 
and Terry Ryan announced the formation of Scepter Records. Ryan was an artists and repertoire person; 
he would occupy the role that Hy Grill had fulfilled at Tiara, helping to recruit new artists to the label. 
Greenberg would manage the label’s operations. Although their dream was to put out two records every 
month, for the first two years they averaged about one record every two months. It was a difficult start. 
 
Label Styles: 
Label 58: White label with blue print; SCEPTER at top by itself. 
Label 58a: White label with blue print; SCEPTER at top with 1674 address 
Label 58b: White label; SCEPTER at top with 1674 address and phone number 
Label 58c: Pink label; SCEPTER at top with 1674 address and phone number 
Label 58d: Pink label; SCEPTER at top with 1650 address and phone number 
Label 60: orange label with “Scepter” in a scroll on top 
Label 61: red, black, and white label with print in silver 
Label 63: red, black, and white label with print in black 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S-1201 Don Crawford & the Escorts  “Ugly Ducking”/ “Why Why Why” 
Label 58 
First appearance: December 13, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S-1202 Eddie & the Starlites “To Make a Long Story Short”/ “Pretty Little Girl” 
First appearance: December 13, 1958 
Known reissues: Label 61, Label 63 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1203 The Shirelles “Dedicated to the One I Love”/ “Love” 
First appearance: April 4, 1959 
Scepter contracted with other pressing plants, including Monarch in LA. 

The Monarch job numbers,  29481 and 29482, indicate that the Monarch 
copies likely came out in late April or early May. 
Known reissues: Label 60, Label 61, Label 63 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1204 The Singing Roulettes “Hasten Jason”/ “Wouldn’t be Goin’ Steady” 
Label 58a 
First appearance: August 24, 1959 
At about this time, Tamla Records in Detroit released Barrett Strong’s song, “Money,” locally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1205 The Shirelles “A Teardrop and a Lollipop”/ “Doin’ the Ronde” 
Label 58a 
First appearance: September 28, 1959 
The Monarch number is not known. Nationally-distributed copies have an additional line. 
Known reissues: Label 63 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1206 The Titones “Symbol of Love”/ “The Movies” 
Label 58b 
First appearance: October 1959 (based on copyright dates) 
 
 
 



Having had little success with the Scepter label, Greenberg initiated the creation of an affiliated label 
called Wand. If there were DJs who wouldn’t play Scepter releases, they might try out this new label. At 
first, there were few releases from Wand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 100 Lynn Sisters “Which Way Did My Heart Go”/ “You’ve Had Your Play” 
Label 59 
First appearance: October 1959 
At about this time, Barrett Strong released “Money” nationally as Anna 1111. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 102 The Leeds “Mr. Cool”/ “Heaven Only Knows” 
Label 59 
First appearance: December 7, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1207 Shirelles “Please Be My Boyfriend”/ “I Saw a Tear” 
Label 58c 
First appearance: January 1960 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 103 Burt Taylor “Big Paul Bunyan”/ “Sweet Carrie Mac Intie” 
Label 59a 
First appearance: February 1960 
From this point, Scepter/Wand has switched the print on the label to indicate their new address at 1650 
Broadway. Tiara Records had shared this famous building with other labels and publishers, but by the start 
of 1960, Tiara had shut down. 
 
In the chart dated April 17, “Money” peaks at BB #23, making it Motown’s first hit single. So far, Scepter 
had experienced similar mild success. Meanwhile, Luther Dixon joined Scepter Records. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1208 The Shirelles “The Dance is Over”/ “Tonight’s the Night” 
Label 58d (east)/58c (west, using older labels) 
First appearance: April 18, 1960 

The Monarch copies, having job number  35557, came out in late May. By the middle of August, the B-
side had started to catch on, eventually giving the band their first Top-Forty hit. 
Known reissues: Label 60, Label 61, Label 63. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ro-Cal 1001 Dexter Scott “Tasty Lips”/ “Swinging on a Star” 
Released c. September/October 1960 
Ro-Cal was a label from club owner Robert “Buddy” Caldwell. Luther Dixon helped with their 2 singles. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1209 Rufus Beacham  “I Need Your Love”/ “When You Call My Name” 
Label 58c 
First appearance: September 17, 1960 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ro-Cal 1002 The Versatiles “Lundee Dundee”/ “Whisper in Your Ear” 
First appearance: September 17, 1960 
Again with great help from Luther Dixon. The Versatiles became the Majors after this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 104 Bette Watts “Do Me a Favor”/ “Let it Be” 
Label 59a 
First appearance: October 1960 
This was a reissue of a single on Elgin (1030/1), a Connecticut label. The singer’s first name is given as 
“Betty” on the Elgin release, and the B-side’s lead singer was Ann Watts. They had also performed with 
Jimmie Mack on Elgin, but Wand did not re-release that record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 105 The Titones “Symbol of Love”/ “My Movie Queen” 
Label ? 
First appearance: c. October 1960 
This was a reissue of Scepter 1206, with the B-side title renamed and the publishing credits partly assigned 
to Luther Dixon’s company. I know of no copies on the original label. The above copy is a reissue from 
1961. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1210 Joey Dee & the Starliters “Face of an Angel”/ “Shimmy Baby” 
Label 60 
First appearance: October 22, 1960 
Most copies wrongly show the group name as the Starlights. 
Known reissues: Label 63 
 
 
At this point, something amazing happened that altered Scepter’s history. Just as Motown was to become 
known for the hits written by Holland, Dozier, and Holland, so also the musical talent of Carole King helped 
establish Scepter Records. Working together with Luther Dixon, King provided arrangements for the 
music. One astonishing element to this partnership was that in 1960 King was eighteen years old. Her 
husband, Gerry Goffin, was 21. They had begun to write songs together, with Goffin contributing the lyrics 
to King’s music. The pair worked for Aldon Music, which was located in the same building as Scepter 
Records. Don Kirshner (the “Don” of Aldon) was aware of the Shirelles’ success with “Tonight’s the Night,” 
and he wanted their first huge hit to be an Aldon-published song. King and Goffin prepared a new song of 
their own creation, for which King created a string arrangement – her first! The Shirelles recorded it along 
with a B-side co-written by Luther Dixon. The single was a certain success. 
 
It led to Carole King writing arrangements on a steady basis for Scepter/Wand. Luther Dixon developed 
the Midas touch, as it seemed every one of his records turned to gold. Luther served as Scepter’s backbone 
for most of its formative years. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1211 The Shirelles “Will You Love Me Tomorrow”/ “Boys” 

The Monarch job number,  37367, indicates a pressing from mid-December 1960. 
First appearance: November 19, 1960 
Known reissues: Label 63 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rock and roll had been a transitional phase since the beginning of 1958. Since then, there had been a folk 
revival, a surge in popularity of new artists with different sounds, and a rise in the focus on vocal groups. 
Doo-wop music was hot, too. When “Will You Love Me Tomorrow” appeared on the scene, no female 
vocal group had hit #1 in two years, and none singing rock-and-roll had ever done it. No group of female 
African-Americans had ever done it. The Shirelles topped the charts effortlessly, and it did so a month 
before Motown had their first Top Ten hit (the Miracles’ “Shop Around”). Goffin and King went on to write 
19 Top-Forty songs together between 1960 and 1967, and in 1971 Carole King released what was then 
the best-selling album of all time by a woman. Meanwhile, Scepter/Wand continued to work on hit 
records. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1212 Lenny Miles “Don’t Believe Him, Donna”/ “Invisible” 
Label 60 
First appearance: December 12, 1960 
The Monarch job number is not known. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S-501 The Shirelles Tonight’s the Night 
First appearance: December 19, 1960 
Known reissues: Label 61, Label 71 
The label’s first LP featured a hastily-prepared cover, but it did its job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1213 Unreleased/Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1214 Rufus Beacham  “Take it Easy, Baby”/ “No Man is King” 
Label 60 
First appearance: November 26, 1960 
Monarch job number unknown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 106 Chuck Jackson “I Don’t Want to Cry”/ “Just Once” 
Label 60 
First appearance: January 16, 1961 
Known reissues: Label 61 
 This was a success for Jackson, and Wand’s first hit. 
 At this time, “Will You Love Me Tomorrow” (Scepter 1211) peaks at #1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1215 Rufus Beacham  “Summertime”/ “Just One More Chance” 
Label 60 
First appearance: February 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1216 Sallie Blair  “Keep an Eye on Your Man”/ “In the Still of the Night” 
Label 60 
First appearance: March 13, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 107 Russell Byrd “You’d Better Come Home”/ “At the Crossroads” 
Label 60 
First appearance: March 1961 
Known Reissues: Label 61 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 108 Chuck Jackson “In Real Life”/ “The Same Old Story” 
Label 60 
First appearance: March 27, 1961 
Known Reissues: Label 61 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1217 The Shirelles “Mama Said”/ “Blue Holiday” 
Label 60 
First appearance: April 10, 1961 

The Monarch job number,  38670, indicates a pressing for release in early April 1961. 
Known Reissues: Label 61; Label 63. 
This was the second Top Five hit for the Shirelles. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1218 Lenny Miles “In Between Tears”/ “I Know Love” 
Label 60 
First appearance: April 3, 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SLP-502  The Shirelles Swing to Trumpets and Strings 
First appearance: May 20, 1961 
Label 60 
Monarch job number unknown. 
The cover gives the title as “Sing” instead of “Swing.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo not available 
 
 
 
 
 
Wand 109 Del Marino “I’ll Never Be the Same Again”/ “A Cupid’s Arrow” 
Label 60 
First appearance: May 1961 (see CB June 17, 1961) 
Reissued in August as Scepter 1221. 
Del Marino had been on Peer Records, which was a local NY label. 
 
In June 1961, Scepter and Wand began to use colorful new label styles. 
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