Swan Records Albums
1959-1964

Swan Records was born in 1957, shortly after Philadelphia’s
Bandstand program went national on August 5. In December,
Swan released their first singles. For the next two years, Swan was
devoted entirely to singles. In fall 1959, however, the label offered
its first LP to the public.

Albums were always a secondary market for Swan. Sometimes, they
experimented by offering material that was not commercial in nature.
Only twice did they make an album available in stereo.

Swan and Cameo/Parkway together dominated the Philadelphia record scene for a few years — until the
Philly soul movement developed. The labels had a friendly relationship with one another, with Cameo
distributing records for Swan. Swan always remained a singles label, though; it wound up releasing only
sixteen albums throughout the years. Compared to the over 250 singles that the label put out, that
number was small. Today, several of the Swan LPs have found themselves an interesting collector market.



TREASURE CHEST OF mASURE
HITS &
- S

&)
G
o

%u

ORIGIN;L AETISYS ;13 - PO EROAC 80 e ma b e e
e~ - ="
Front Cover Back Cover
SW-501 Various Artists Treasure Chest of Hits

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 23, 1959
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THE EXPLOSIVE FREDDY CANNON

Swan LP 502 — The fine young Bostonian rocker, who
has enjoyed such \mglc\ hits as “Tallahassee Lassie,”

OLc[cnokee and “Way Down Yonder in New Or-
leal offers his first album, which includes these
three hits. The lad has a solid, inspired, driving sound
and he shows particularly well on Licber and Stoller’s
tune, “Kansas City.” There's a lot of continuing excite-
m;nl to this voice and the fans should gobble up the
album,

FREDDY CANNON

Front Cover (stereo)

K90P-8590
33% rpm

Y sichner-Lowe] 27
6. TALLAHASSIE LASSIE - FREDDY CANNON
{Sloy-Crewe-Picorislio]  2:30

Label (RCA)

%%k TREASURE CHEST OF HITS |

Various Artists, Swan LP S01—A pack- |
aging of the biggest hits over the past few ‘
seasons to show up on the Swan-Cameo |
label combine, For example, here again are |
“Butterfly,” by Charlie Gracie; *Mexican
Hat Rock,” by the Applejacks; “Talla-
hassee Lassie,” by Freddie Cannon: “Sil-
houettes,” by the Rays and a number of
others, Certainly, this adds up to hot
merchandise for the pop-minded buyers,
both teen and adults.
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THE EXPLOSIVE! \
FREDDY CANNON

1: BOSTON (My Home Town) (Slay-Crewe)
2: KAMSAS UITY  (Leiber-Stoller)
3: SWEET GEORGIA BROWN (Bemie-Pinkard-Casey)
4: WAY DOWN YONDER IN NEW ORLEANS (Creamer-Laylon)
5 ST. LOUIS BLUES (W. C. Handy)
6: INDIANA  (MacDonald-Hanley)

XY §2576

Label (Columbia)

STEREO

wan

THE EXPLOSIVE !
FREDDY CANNON

1; BOSTON (My Home Town) (Slay Crawe) /
2: KANSAS CITY  (Leiber Stoller)
3: SWEET GEORGIA BROWN  (Berne-Pinkard Casey)

4 WAY DOWN YONDER IN NEW ORLEANS (Credmer-Layton)
5: ST. LOUIS BLUES (W. C. Handy)
6: INDIANA  (MacDonald-Hanley)

Y 62578

Columbia

502/5-502 Freddy Cannon The Explosive! Freddy Cannon

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: January 11, 1960



Front Cover

I

by Jackee Kannan

FOR
THE
JOHN

POEMS

Book

SLP-503

Jackie Kannon
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JACKIE KANNON
1. POEMS FOR JOHN
2. sick
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Monarch (?)

The book was banned in South Africa (and possibly other places), due to
its content, which was somewhat risqué for 1960. When Swan Records
released the LP, they deliberately retitled it Poems for John. The trade

magazines did not mention it.

Poems for (the) John

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: (no show) 1960

Front Cover

LP-504

Freddy Cannon

FREDDY CANNON
Sings Happy Shades of Blue )

SWAN ME€ORSS, 1405 LDEUST ATREET, PWILABELEMIA. FA- !

Back Cover

Sings Happy Shades of Blue

First Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 29, 1960
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/ FREDDY CANNON m

SIDE \ONE
LP-504

“SINGS HAPPY SHADES OF BLUE™

MY BLUE HEAVEN
Feist, Inc. ASCAP (3:30|
vo. ¥ OF

dorsor ine.,
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(Slay, Crawel Contey Morkc [ns) ASCAP 12:08)

Label

“FREDDY
OF BLUE™.
The _songs

\'\f)’l\:l SIN( S HAPPY SHADES

S8 i songs with the
word “bluck i thel titlon, and thagre. all the
bright side of things. He drives boisterously
through “My Blue Heaven,” “Lavender Blue,
‘Bye Bye Blues” and “The House of Blues
Lights,” among others, delivering them all in big
beat fashion. Teen speci
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" TWO THOUSAND -8
WAY DOWN YONDER IN NEW ORLEANS

HAPPY SHADES OF BLUE PR

OKEFENOXERIRAUTZ BUZZ A-DIODLEST SWAN RECORDS - 1713 JACKSON STREET - PHILADELPHIA 45, PA.

Back Cover

1. TALLAHASSEE LASSIE (Sloy. e Ficarinlio)
Music, lng, - 231

- JONE VBN (s Slov-teb Cmc)

Conley Music, Inc. - 2:46 - ASCAP

7 MUSKRAT RAMLE }s{u Ory Gmm-

RCA

LP-505 Freddy Cannon Solid Gold Hits!
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 24, 1961
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Dea'ers: :0.; y-o::.‘:u;l:;'o:"yur one-stop
"TWISTIN' ALL NIGHT LONG"
with
Freddie Cannon and Danny and fhe Juniors
Swan LP-506

e
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SLP-506 Various Artists Twistin’ All Night Long
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 10, 1962
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9002

1. TALLANASSEE LASSIE
ISlay, Crewe, Picariaille) Canlay Music, Inc. ASCAP (2:31)
(Fraok Stay, Bob Crawa) Conley Music Inc. ASCAP (2:46)
N 3 CUERNAYACA CHOO cHoo
{Zrank Stay, Sob Crowa) Canlay Music Inc. ASCAP 123511
4. NUMDING!
{Frank Stiy, 80k Crawa) Gonlay Music Inc, ASOA® (2581
[Picanialio) Salem Music, BML (2:27!
P
{Frank Stay, Bob Crawa) Coniay Music Inc. ASCAP 12:384
7. MUSKRAT RAMBLE

494 Qry. Ray St Gacrge Simen-
+ ASCAP

Label

%%%k FREDDY CANNON

Swan LP-505—Young pop singer Freddy
Cannon has a string of single hits to his
credit and most of them are contained on
this new LP. With his large teen following,
dealers with a teen trade should do well
with this new album. Records include
“Chattancoga Shoe Shine Boy,"” “Okefeno-

Swaw

“TWISTIN'
ALL NIGHT LONG

SLP-506-A
Side 1

TWISTIN' ALL NIGHT LONG” - DANNY & THE JUNIORS

Myeic,Tnc

65 Twis

ANNY & e Juntons
20

THE SAI
FREDDY CANNON

with FRANK SLAY & Orchastra

SLP-506-A
Side 1

TWISTIN® ALL NIGHT LONG

1. TWISTIN ALL MIEHT LONG - DANNY & THE JUNIORS

ISlay - Crewe] Conley Music, Inc. ASC:

2. wmvm(s!! "]CE UNI
. Borghil

Claridge Muslc, Inc. “ASCAP 2:07
& WHEN THE SAINTS 66, vwmm iN
FREDDY GANNON - DANNY & THE JUNIORS
(Public Domain| 2

with
frank Slay and Orchestra
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"Freddy Cannon at Palisades Park”

with FRANK SLAY AND HIS ORCHESTRA
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SWAN RECORDS + 1703 JACKSON STREET « PHILADELPMIA 45 FA.

Back Cover

ady Cannor
 Prank Blay ad His Orehiéitra
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1. RK" - SPALISADES PARK® (Chuck Burris)
(Chuck Barris} Chrldg Music, Inc. ASCAP 1:5¢ 2
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Label 1

SLP-507 Freddy Cannon Palisades Park
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 21, 1962-

Promotional Copy

Mark Valentino
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SWAN RECORDS + 1703 JACKSON STREET + PMILADELEMIA 5, PA

Front Cover Back Cover

“MARK ‘ALENTXNO"—S\V“ LP508
Cashing in on the success of his current chart-
rider, * Il hn

P ish nnd Kkk" the youthful chanter
comes wi ‘premier on Swan

to showease
his best-: selling voeal ulenu In addition to his
biggie, the songster xkhv’us nm rate_renditions

e e e e hr: ‘admirers.

SLP-508 Mark Valentino Mark Valentino
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: December 29, 1962

of & hol( of ever which include
“Earth An: his Little We ld’ lnd “Pe
SRR RCA
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FREDDY CANNON AT PALISADES PARK
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LP 507—Cannon has had a big resurgence with
hns smash “Palisades Park,” single and here’'s a whole
package of slmllarly rocking numbers, These include some
earlier singles like “Transistor Sistor” and “Teen Queen

of the Week,” and some newly recorded tracks that
also rock. A lot of excitement here,

sy (HAS A MOON, HAS STARS, and YOU)
o Fagan "-3';."'. gan) Claridos M, fnc. ACAP 2007
(Nwn, Wilitams, & Hodrl Dootsie Williams Pub, Co. BMI 2:40
ALKING ALONE'
(Virgl Holmes) Canley Muslee Ine. ASCAP 1187,
(Frank C. Slay, Jr. & loh Crewe) l-rnl Music Corp. BMI 2037

(Dali Fagan & Robbis Fa
Clari oric, inc. AscA‘zn

(Eddie u»u- Bud Rebak, FouR G,  Slav, dr.)
mn: Inc. ASCAP
VALENTING

with
Fronk Slay and His Orehestro

Label 1

Rob Crewe)
- -nnuLous NIGHT® (Deli Fagan-Robbie

5 "er PUSH AND KICK” (Eddie Rambeau-
Bud Rehak-Frank C. Slay, Jr.)

with Frank Slay and His Orchestra
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“WILD WEEKEND” s¥an
WILD WEEKEND i
ROCKIN' REBELS Ricones

TelSTAR Rocm’(zkgc;
HONKY TONK e STRIPPHR |

WILD WEEKEND

WILD WEEKEND
Rockin' Rebels

Rockin' Rebels

R
POP_SPOTLIGHT
@ WILD WEEKEND
Rockin’ Rebels. Swon SLP 509

0S¢ 9 *e00e
20000002,
PROMOTION COPY

1: ZROCKIN' CRICKETS® (T. Shannon-F. Todaro) BMT
2 “TFUI!LA' (Chuck Ric) B)

SLP 509-A
sidg A

This swinging instrumental combo has en-
wy:d a solid single seller with “Wild Week-
'

(8.1
Scor
6. '\umLE LT TASHAKIN GOTN ON®
(5. Dav3d-D. Willlams) BMI

5 1
“Hully Gully Rock.' 5 it provides a great
set of teen dance sides and it could generate
healthy action.

Promotional Copy (RCA)
SLP-509 Rockin’ Rebels Wild Weekend
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 9, 1963.
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SLP- 510

HIS RAY MEN

RUMBLE MR.GUITAR

Fat Back Big Ben Steel Tra
- Mash Potato Party D
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-

Front Cover Back Cover

LINK WRAY and his Ray Men

Label 63
'.MAa.an )
LP-510 Link Wray and His Ray Men
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 10, 1963. JACK THE RIPPER

Link Wray & His Ray Men., Swan
SLP 510
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Front Cover

LP-511 Freddy Cannon
First Appearance in Trade Magazines

IE&LILLE
BINK WRAY-ROCKIN REBEL
BOBBY COMSTOCK
GABRIEL & THE ANGELS

Back Cover

POP_SPOTLIGHT
FREDDY CANNON STEPS OUT
Swan LPS 511 (M)
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Front Cover

1
“HITS I FORGOT TO BUY”—Various Artists—
Swan LP 512 '
Swan has gathered together a host of its beste
selling artists performing a dozen of their bige
gest hits on this blockbuster LP geared for pows
erful teen acceptance. Freddy Cannon leads of |
with his_coin-pulling “Palisades Park,” and i !

“Wild Weekend,” “Let’s Stomp” by Bobby Come |
stock, “That’s Life” by Gabriel and the ‘Angels |
and many others. Lots of second-time-around |
sales to be garnered. N

LP-512 Various Artists
First Appearance in Trade Magazines

Back Cover

Hits | Forgot to Buy
:January 11, 1964.

Label 1

Swan

FREDDY CANNON STEPS OUT

Arrangedby Walter Gates

LP 511-A
Side A

Label 1
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SLP-513 The Sapphires Who Do You Love
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 25, 1964

“It’s A Beatle World”
Al Jisher  Lou Warks

WU!?!.D /4

SWAN RECORDS  + M.V Car. i & Finsae S+ Fics 47,4

Back Cover

Front Cover

AL FISHER & LOU MARKS- '
i t's @ Coo Coo Beatle World

SAPPHIRES -Who Do You Love: LP 513

LP-514 Al Fisher & Lou Marks It’s a Beatle World
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 1964

RCA

WHI] DO YOU LOVE
hires @w

WHO DO YOU LOVE?
Sopphires. Swon 513

The group uses its it as the title for

the album. In additien, the Bulcet, emty:

und of the group is nicely

Cament combo on such tunes like

. ot O 1o L 0On

d Love Me” and “I've Got Mine, You
Better Get Yoors

IT'S A BEATLE WORLD

1. INSTANT BEATLE (8.

ou mE ruu:
3. ATTHE com:znv (""WE LOVE ROCK ‘N ROLL"") |




¥ | ‘MY MAN”
4 Welter Gates and his Obchestra

si0e 1

SWAN RECORDS + i
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Front Cover (mono)

Walter Gates
8 His Orchestra

ME OF THESE D.
M I BLUE™ (. A
AT GOT
AKIN' WHOOPEE"
6

1. *I AIN'T GOT NOBT! R. Grahm-S. Williams)
Jerry Vogel Mus., Co. SCAP 2:39

2. "A PRETTY GIRL IS LIKE A MELODY"
(1. Berlin) Irvin Berlin Mus., Corp., ASCAP 2:43

46

PRETTY
ertin)

T

Witmurk

‘MY MAN'

Wolter Gates & His Orchestra

STEREO

Front Cover (stereo) Label 1 RCA

MY MAN—Walter Gates—Swan SW 515

'MY M\Nv Walter Gates tags this album on Swan after
’ a recent single, “My Man,” that saw considerable
Walter Guten o bis Ocbenem sales and airplay activity on both the pop and

| - top 40 stations despite the fact the material here
is a departure from normal top 40 programming.
The flavor is Dixieland—big band, the tunes of
the years-back variety, and the arrangements
fresh and sparkling. Easy listening tracks here
are “Red Top,” “Am I Blue” “I Can't Get
Started” and ‘“Makin’ Whoopee.” Set is loaded
with universal appeal.

SW-515/SWS-515/SEP-515 Walter Gates My Man
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 18, 1964
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John, Paul and All That Jazz
Rger Wibh and H

Swan
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Front Cover Back Cover Promotional Copy

JOHN, PAUL AND ALL THAT JAZZ
Roger Webb & His Trio. Swan SW
516 (M)

Label 1 Sticker

SW-516 Roger Webb John, Paul, and All That Jazz
First Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 15, 1964

Article © 2020 Frank Daniels



