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Louis D. (“Lew”) Conetta was born in January 1926, although King Records would later shave two years 
off of his age. He graduated from high school in Stamford, CT, and attended the University of Connecticut. 
His father and his uncle ran a grocery store, of which he became a co-owner. However, his interests lay 
with music – a love that took him to New York City. He graduated from Juilliard’s school of music with a 
degree in Voice. From there, he appeared on radio and television in the early 1950s. This opened up some 
singing opportunities for Conetta, and he was one of the singers on “Wake the Town and Tell the People,” 
which was a hit in 1955. That year, Lew Conetta founded the Tiara label in New York City. Billing himself 
as Lew Carey, he recorded two singles for Tiara. 
 
Label Styles: 
Label 55: blue label with crown; address on Park Avenue 
Label 57: Broadway address at top; “Tiara” in 2D print 
Label 57a: address at top; “Tiara” in 3D print 
Label 57b: address at above left; “Tiara” in 3D print 
Label 59: yellow label 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6001 Lew Carey “You Can’t Hear a Tear”/ “Nobody Knows” 
Label 55 
First appearance: July 9, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6003/4 Lew Carey “Do I Dare to Dream”/ “Get Along, Stranger” 
Label 55 
First appearance: November 26, 1955 
Pressed by Capitol Custom Records. 
 



Having experienced no grand success on his own, Conetta returned to his given name and obtained a 
contract with King Records. For them he recorded two singles that were released in 1956. These were: 
“The Pizza Pizzerlell”/ “Old Love Letters” (King 4945; July 14, 1956) 
“Just Out for Kicks”/ “Don’t Get Me Wrong” (King 4972; October 13, 1956) 
 
Near the end of 1956, Conetta was approached by Hy Grill, whom he had known as an Artists & Repertoire 
person at King Records. Grill had left King in October 1956 to form his own business. After the two of them 
talked, Conetta wound up reactivating Tiara Records and taking Grill on as his partner. The Cash Box issue 
of March 15, 1957, indicated that by that time they had several recordings ready for release. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6100 Murry Shaff “Nightbeat”/ “Big Flat Feet” 
Label 57 
First appearance: March 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6101 Glen Covington “I Wonder”/ “Confessin’ the Blues” 
Label 57a 
First appearance: April 13, 1957 
 
At some point around this time, Florence Greenberg invested in Tiara and became part owner, although 
Conetta and Grill ran the day-to-day operations of the label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6102 Leon Belasco “Jipi Japa Panama Hat”/ “How’d Ja Do It, Solomon” 
First appearance: April 13, 1957 
No reported sales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6103 Rick Bruni “It’s Never Over”/ “Love” 
First appearance: August 2, 1957 
One copy advertised online with no photo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6104 Penny Nelson “My Baby Don’t Love Me No More”/ “The Value of Love” 
Label 57b 
First appearance: no show (c. August 1957) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6105 Unreleased/Unknown 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6106 Adrienne Kent “First Love”/ “I’ll Go on Loving You” 
Label 57. 
First appearance: August 26, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6107 Les Stevens “Busy Night”/ “Try to Understand” 
Label 57b. 
First appearance: August 17, 1957 
 
At this point in time, Lew Conetta released his first single for Decca (September 14, 1957). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6108 The Mariners “No Down Payment”/ “I Remember” 
Label 57. 
First appearance: October 14, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6109 Rick Bruni “I Will Fall”/ “One Star Filled Night” 
Label 57b. 
First appearance: no show (c. late 1957) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6110 Ralph Wilson “What’s Shakin’”/ “Make a Fool of Yourself” 
Label 57. 
First appearance: no show (c. early 1958) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6111 Sid Bass “I Heard Ya the First Time”/ “I Live for You” 
Label 57b from here on. 
Bass and his orchestra performed on several Tiara singles. 
First appearance: February 3, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6112 The Shirelles “I Met Him on a Sunday”/ “I Want You to be my Boyfriend” 
Label 57b. 
First appearance: February 15, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6113 The Smeed Trio “I’ve Got Bells on My Heart”/ “Echoes of Love” 
Label 57b. 
First appearance: March 22, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6114 Nat Dickerson and the Mariners “The Victim”/ “Farewell Pretty Sally Belle” 
Label 57b. 
First appearance: March 30, 1958 
 
 
Florence Greenberg was also the Shirelles’ manager. At this time, she 
convinced Decca Records to release their Tiara single nationally. This 
was accompanied by a commitment on their part to release two more 
singles by the group, and reportedly there was a payment of $4000. 
Conetta’s relationship with Decca may have played a role here. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6115 Joe McCoy and the Real McCoys “Hey Hey Loretta”/ “Too Much Goin’ On” 
First appearance: May 24, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6116 The Smeed Trio  “Spinning Wheel”/ “When” 
First appearance: May 10, 1958 
 
Lew Conetta released his second single for Decca at this time (June 7, 1958). 
 
The Shirelles released their second single for Decca at this time (June 14, 1958). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6117 Ruth McFadden “You Must Come in at the Door”/ “At the Crossroads” 
First appearance: July 19, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6118 Johnny Mann “Too Young to Cry”/ “Wouldn’t Be Going Steady” 
First appearance: June 30, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6119 Joe McCoy and the Real McCoys “Dizzy Little Girl”/ “Wella Willa Willa” 
First appearance: August 11, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6120 Ruth McFadden “My Baby’s Comin’ Home”/ “If You Hadn’t Gone Away” 
First appearance: August 11, 1958 
 
The Shirelles released their third (last) single for Decca (November 10, 1958). At this point, Decca has had 
no hits with the Shirelles, and Florence Greenberg takes them to her own new label, Scepter. Greenberg 
formed the Scepter label with Terry Ryan and released two singles in December 1958. 
Greenberg left Tiara in November. 
 
Meanwhile, in early December, Lew Conetta returned from a talent/recruiting trip in 
California. He has signed several new acts to Tiara. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6121 The Buddies “She’s a Loser”/ “Heartless” 
First appearance: December 15, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6122 Bobbi Boyle “Spin the Bottle”/ “The Fellow Over There” 
First appearance: December 15, 1958 
 
The first Scepter single appears in Billboard, December 15, 1958. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6123 The Goofers “A Little Bit Square but Nice”/ “’S OK ‘S Alright” 
First appearance: January 24, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6124 Louise Manning “That’s a Hurtin’ Thing”/ “The Ship of Love” 
First appearance: February 16, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6125 Johnnie McCormick “Pink Lady”/ “Tumble in Down” 
First appearance: March 2, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6126 Peter Chello “The Gun That’s Faster Than Me”/ “Our Anniversary” 
First appearance: May 2, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6127 The Goofers “Perfidia”/ “Nameless” 
First appearance: June 1, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
45-6128 Johnny King “Gondola Rock”/ “Common Touch” 
Label 59. 
First appearance: June 22, 1959 
 
At this point in time, Lew Conetta married his wife Leonara (“Lee”). Although he announced that Tiara 
would be releasing new records in the fall, there was only one more single before Conetta shut down 
the company. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
46-6129 Tunesters “Wykiup”/ “Casually” 
Label 59. 
First appearance: September 14, 1959 
 
 
Meanwhile, Sid Bass and Rick Bruni went on their way to the 
short-lived Nautilus label to release one record in late 1958. 
 
 
Nautilus N-100 Rick Bruni “Angel in Tears”/ “Hey Louisa” 


