Tiara Records
1955-1959

Louis D. (“Lew”) Conetta was born in January 1926, although King Records would later shave two years
off of his age. He graduated from high school in Stamford, CT, and attended the University of Connecticut.
His father and his uncle ran a grocery store, of which he became a co-owner. However, his interests lay
with music — a love that took him to New York City. He graduated from Juilliard’s school of music with a
degree in Voice. From there, he appeared on radio and television in the early 1950s. This opened up some
singing opportunities for Conetta, and he was one of the singers on “Wake the Town and Tell the People,”
which was a hit in 1955. That year, Lew Conetta founded the Tiara label in New York City. Billing himself

as Lew Carey, he recorded two singles for Tiara.

Label Styles:
Label 55: blue label with crown; address on Park Avenue
Label 57: Broadway address at top; “Tiara” in 2D print
Label 57a: address at top; “Tiara” in 3D print

Label 57b: address at above left; “Tiara” in 3D print
Label 59: yellow label
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6001 \. Vocal with Orch.
(TR-001) - Pub. Jose Ferrer
Music Inc. BMI

Record No.

45-6001

(45-T8.0011

YOU CAN'T HEAR A TEAR

{Matty Rosen - Herb Miller)

LEW CAREY
BOB ARMSTRONG ORCHESTRA

45-6001 Lew Carey “You Can’t Hear a Tear”/ “Nobody Knows”

Label 55
First appearance: July 9, 1957

LEW CAREY

TIARA 6003 —Carey displays a pleas-

ing set of pipes in the Eddiec Fisher

school. Pleasant tune; may get some

air  play if pushed. (Johnston,
| ASCAP)

Get Along, Strunger. . . .60

This tunc is a confusing concoction

of Western and blues idioms. with a
| $0-50 warble. Bob Armstrong’s clever
| orking helps some, (Taylor, ASCAPF)

45-6003/4 Lew Carey “Do | Dare to Dream”/ “Get Along, Stranger”

Label 55
First appearance: November 26, 1955
Pressed by Capitol Custom Records.

YOURE SURE TO WEAR DIAMONDS
When You FEATURE

The New 5{:“ TIARA Record Release
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Having experienced no grand success on his own, Conetta returned to his given name and obtained a
contract with King Records. For them he recorded two singles that were released in 1956. These were:
“The Pizza Pizzerlell”/ “Old Love Letters” (King 4945; July 14, 1956)

“Just Out for Kicks”/ “Don’t Get Me Wrong” (King 4972; October 13, 1956)

Near the end of 1956, Conetta was approached by Hy Grill, whom he had known as an Artists & Repertoire
person at King Records. Grill had left King in October 1956 to form his own business. After the two of them
talked, Conetta wound up reactivating Tiara Records and taking Grill on as his partner. The Cash Box issue
of March 15, 1957, indicated that by that time they had several recordings ready for release.

Grill Reactivates Tiara

NEW YORK—Hy Grill, A&R man,
has reactivated the Tiara label and
has taken over as president of the

TIARA

1650 BROADWAY, N. Y. C.

diskery.
The firm will begin operations with
e the following talent already signed
ey ; and ready for release within the next
145-6100 i three weeks: Leon Belasco (featured
57:1000, ) in the B’way musical “Happy Hunt-

ing”); an authentic calypso group
headed by Lulu Vegas; singer Murray
Shaff and his Orchestra; and singer
Rick Bruni.

NIGE-IBEAT Distribution facilities are currently
being set up.

Grill was formerly A&R with King,
Coral, Decca and Victor,

45-6100 Murry Shaff  “Nightbeat”/ “Big Flat Feet”
Label 57
First appearance: March 1957

ke ek sk o e ke ke ek sk ke ek ke ok ke ok ke ok

E TIARA RECORDS PRESENTS i
i “I WONDER” %
X B x
% “CONFESSIN' THE BLUES"
¥ GLEN COVINGTON  x
X T- 456101 *
b = i’
‘
§ ‘JIPI JAPA PANAMA HAT” *
% L *
£ “HOW'D JA DO IT i
PosoomoN 3
X LEON BELASCO x
i T - 456102 X
3¢ CALL HY GRILL x
% TIARA RECORDS
¥ 1650 BROADWAY  CI 6-3877 %
OO OO OO

45-6101 Glen Covington “l Wonder”/ “Confessin’ the Blues”
Label 57a
First appearance: April 13, 1957

At some point around this time, Florence Greenberg invested in Tiara and became part owner, although
Conetta and Grill ran the day-to-day operations of the label.



45-6102 Leon Belasco  “Jipi Japa Panama Hat”/ “How’d Ja Do It, Solomon”
First appearance: April 13, 1957
No reported sales

45-6103 Rick Bruni “It’s Never Over”/ “Love”
First appearance: August 2, 1957
One copy advertised online with no photo.

TIARA

1650 BROADWAY

45 RPM
T45-6104

s7.1012

45-6104 Penny Nelson “My Baby Don’t Love Me No More”/ “The Value of Love”
Label 57b
First appearance: no show (c. August 1957)

45-6105 Unreleased/Unknown



11A}

1650 BROADWAY, N. Y, C.

| emrer——
RECORD NO.
T45-6106
571019

FIRST LOVE

{Arthur Foxe-Jay Chernis)

ADRIENNE KENT
Orch. and Chorus conducted by
DAVID TERRY

45-6106 Adrienne Kent “First Love”/ “I'll Go on Loving You”
Label 57.
First appearance: August 26, 1957

7

LES STEVENS )'
r\ ‘ (Tiara 6107)
\ &> B “TRY TO UNDERSTAND”
N + (2:40) [E. B. Marks BMI—Ra-
leigh] Here’s a side out of Jleft field
that could develop into a big winner.
It’s a beautiful romantic ballad super-
bly introduced by the warm, polished
voice of newcomer Les Stevens. Love-
ly orchestral accompaniment helps
make this side a class ballad that falls
right in line with today’s trend toward
sweeter music. Watch this boy and
this recording.
c “BUSY NIGHT” (2:09) [Bob
+ Miller ASCAP—Carr, David] The
young vocalist displays his versatility
| on this end as he cruises thru a pleas-
| ant romantic jumper.

BUSY NIGHI

ILeon Carr-Hal David)

45-6107 Les Stevens “Busy Night”/ “Try to Understand”
Label 57b.
First appearance: August 17, 1957

At this point in time, Lew Conetta released his first single for Decca (September 14, 1957).

THE MARINERS
I Remember ............. ccvees vere 89
TIARA 6108—Sid Bass' orking, with |
& rock and roll flavor, could help re- |
kindle some interest in this older |
item, “I Remember the Cornfields.” 1
sk lsiclng Boys do a full, convincing job.
' (Leeds, ASCAP)
No Down Payment. .. 65
The “no down payment™ is on love,
of course, Professional, but rather
contrived material is well sung by the
virile group, which once was with |
Columbia. (Collseum, BMI) |

45-6108 The Mariners “No Down Payment”/ “l Remember”
Label 57.
First appearance: October 14, 1957



1650 BROADWAY
—_—

45 RPM
T45-6109

S0

1 WILL FALL

(Sid Bess-Mack Discont)

RICK BRUNI
with Orch. conducted by
SID BASS

45-6109 Rick Bruni “1 Will Fall”/ “One Star Filled Night”
Label 57b.
First appearance: no show (c. late 1957)

45-6110 Ralph Wilson “What’s Shakin’”/ “Make a Fool of Yourself”
Label 57.
First appearance: no show (c. early 1958)

TIARA

1650 sRORDWAY Y. THE MARINERS
————— BRI RO 55400 ovesdoss
s TIARA 6111 —Pretty harmaonies  on
T45-6111 - S the ballad by the quartet. Shuifling
i b otk support  nicely  complements.
FRT SR, - Some coin possible. Good decjay

material. (Michele, ASCAP)
I Heard Ya the First Time .. .67
Altractive renditlon of a ballad with
1 HEARD YA THE FIRST TIME Mythmic ork hacking, Flip appears
(Comy . Jiarr) 10 have cdge. (Torch, ASCAF)

SID BASS
and: his Orchestra

45-6111 Sid Bass “l Heard Ya the First Time”/ “I Live for You”
Label 57b from here on.

Bass and his orchestra performed on several Tiara singles.

First appearance: February 3, 1958
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THE SHIRELLES

i l\ i 2 et NET HIM ON A SUNDAY”
LA\ F B+ (2:11) (BMI_— Owens, Harris,

Coley, Lee] The Shirelles make their
debut with a very strong teenage
production. Middle beat hop with
handclaps and gimmicked vocal and
arrangement. Deck catches the ear
and we see a good future for it if
properly exposed.

“I WANT YOU TO BE MY

BOYFRIEND” (237) ‘[BMI—
Wally Zober, Bert Zalmirs] The
Shirelles back with another pleasin
effort. A slow, drifty rhythm balla
with a young love theme. Pleasant
deck that the kids should like.

45-6112 The Shirelles  “I Met Him on a Sunday”/ “l Want You to be my Boyfriend”
Label 57b.
First appearance: February 15, 1958

THE SMEED TRIO
(Tiara 6113)

“IVE GOT BELLS ON MY

HEART” (2:34) [Southern AS-
CAP—Skylar] The Smeed Trio bows
on Tiara Records with a delightful
bounce novelty reminiscent of the
smash “Round And Round”. Colorful
ditty with a most infectious sound
that could catch on all across the
country. Song sounds like a big one.

B “ECHOES OF LOVE” (2:27)
[Diana ASClAP — Tepper, Ben-

5 nett] The versatile Trio does an excel-
FVEGOT BE”’?SE MY HEARY lent job with this good rock and roll
THE SMEED TRIO number. Side has a commercial sound

ss | and a good rock-a-ballad dance tempo.

450 BROADWAY

45-6113 The Smeed Trio “I’ve Got Bells on My Heart”/ “Echoes of Love”
Label 57b.
First appearance: March 22, 1958

TiEAD A

HARA _—

THE MARINERS

‘ The Victim FPYOTTTII S. SE MR |
TIARA 6114 — Lead asimger scores
with moving vocal on meaninglul
ballad.  (Iriv-Trojan, BMI)

Farewell Pretty Sally Belle .. .70

Wistfu! folk theme spotlighty pleasant
reading by veteran group.  (Taylor,

ASCAPM)
T}i‘E.\{I(;"IiIM
45-6114 Nat Dickerson and the Mariners “The Victim”/ “Farewell Pretty Sally Belle”
Label 57b.
First appearance: March 30' 1958 1 MET HIM ON A SUNDAY (BMI)=The Shirelles—Decca 30588—The

platter is doing well in all marts. It looks like a big one. Flip
is “I Want You to Be My Boyfriend,” (Scepter-G&H, BMI).

Florence Greenberg was also the Shirelles’ manager. At this time, she
convinced Decca Records to release their Tiara single nationally. This
was accompanied by a commitment on their part to release two more
singles by the group, and reportedly there was a payment of $4000.
Conetta’s relationship with Decca may have played a role here.




HEY HEY LORETTA

(McCoy-Clark)

JOE McCOY
‘and his
REAL McCOYS

45-6115 Joe McCoy and the Real McCoys “Hey Hey Loretta”/ “Too Much Goin’ On”
First appearance: May 24, 1958

THE SMEED TRIO

(Tiara 6116)

B “SPINNING WHEEL” (1:55)
[Shapiro - Bernstein ~ ASCAP —

;,:::L Hill] The Smeeds come up with an
extremely commercial ditty as they

° lend their charming Alpine touch to

T45-6116 . . a lilting rocker. Their vocal blend-
bl ings are terrific. Kids of all ages |

could go for this number. Side builds
as it progresses. Dee jays interested
in something different oughta look in-
to this one.
“WHEN” (2:24) [Torch ASCAP
—Tishman, Goetschius] This end

SPINNING WHEEL

(Billy Hill) has the trio cruising thru a pretty

rock-a-ballad item with a romantic
THE SMEED TRIO lyric. Their slight accent adds charm
A S Clt Wy to the number.

SID BASS e

45-6116 The Smeed Trio “Spinning Wheel”/ “When”
First appearance: May 10, 1958

Lew Conetta released his second single for Decca at this time (June 7, 1958).

The Shirelles released their second single for Decca at this time (June 14, 1958).

M AD ) RUTH McFADDEN
~\\rH (Tora6117)
B rout ST COME IN AT THE

DOOR” (2:16) [Bourne ASCAP
—Skylar] Ruth McFadden hands in
an exciting interpretation of a good
gospel handclapper. Spirited perform-
T45.6117 ne ance of a colorful number all age
s6-1046 t groups will enjoy.

c “AT THE CROSSROADS” (2:33)

+ [Harvest ASCAP—DMuskin, Har-

ris] A dramatic rock-a lad about
a moment of decision ir r love life,
is chanted with emotion by the lark.

1630 BROADWAY
—_—

YOU MUST COME IN AT THE DOOR

(Sonny Skylar)

RUTH McFADDEN

with erch. cond. by
SAMMY LOWE

45-6117 Ruth McFadden “You Must Come in at the Door”/ “At the Crossroads”
First appearance: July 19, 1958



JOHNNY MANN

Woulda't Be Goin' Steady . ... ”
TIARA 6118 — Different mmd by
\I nn on rockaballad, The side has

(Swuthern, ASCAP)

Too Young te Cry. .78
The kid can really belt ‘em. He han
s new sound that could click. Tune
Is rockahallad with appeal. (Southe

45-6118 Johnny Mann “Too Young to Cry”/ “Wouldn’t Be Going Steady”
First appearance: June 30, 1958
A |
ARA
TIARA
T4E6119 Sroodenn
DIZZY LITTLE GIRL
(McCoy-Clork)
~ JOE McCOY
REAL McCOYS
45-6119 Joe McCoy and the Real McCoys “Dizzy Little Girl”/ “Wella Willa Willa”

First appearance: August 11, 1958

= N\ B 2 RUTH MeFADDEN
r l = (Tioro 6120)
B+ WOULDN'T BE WHERE I

AM) IF YOU HADN'T GONE
AWAY” (2:20) [Shapiro, Bernstein
ASCAP—Brown, Rose, Henderson]
Baedesiman/ The r&b songstress offers a strong,

= almost fun eading of the oldie.
Wailing sax and heavy beat accom-

T45-6120 Scop paniment L]Ilph1llr\]l) follow the
$81048 ; thrush along. Socko slow-beat work
that could assume pop-r&b im-

/ BABY’S COMIN’ HOME”
[Sceptor BMI — Reed]

Fadden sheds her swinging,
uphmt vocal light on this portion.
a power-packed bundle of
m that r&b spinning dee-
ald program.

MY BABY'S COMIN' HOME
(Locnced Reed)

RUTH McFADDEN
w . Cond. by
SAMMY LOWE

45-6120 Ruth McFadden “My Baby’s Comin’ Home”/ “If You Hadn’t Gone Away”
First appearance: August 11, 1958

The Shirelles released their third (last) single for Decca (November 10, 1958). At this point, Decca has had
no hits with the Shirelles, and Florence Greenberg takes them to her own new label, Scepter. Greenberg
formed the Scepter label with Terry Ryan and released two singles in December 1958. i |
iara i Scepter Records Formed
Greenberg left Tiara in November. T R

NEW YORK—Scepter Records has
been formed, it was announced last
. . . .. week by Mrs. Florence Greenberg and
Meanwhile, in early December, Lew Conetta returned from a talent/recruiting trip in | ey S omnek oL e
. . . . The initial i the Scepter la-
California. He has signed several new acts to Tiara. bel ave “Ugly Ducking’ bfw “Why,

Why, Why” by Don Crawford and
the Escorts and “To Make A Lon
Story Short” b/w “Pretty Little Girl™
by Eddie and the Starlites.

Scepter’s policy will be to have two
releases a month, National distribu-
tion will be handled by George Gold-
ner’s Gone Records. The label has
signed in addition to the above artists,
the Roulettes, Castro Giovanni and
the Little Girls.

Mrs. Greenberg was formerly asso-
ciated with Tiara Records and was
associated with the Shirelles, who hit
about a year back with “I Met Him
On A Sunday”. Ryan previously
functioned as an independent producer
and artist rep.

The firm is interested in listening
to masters.




THE BUDDIES

%% She's u Loser
TIARA 6121—Infectious backing is best
thing about this side, which festures
okay vocal by group on catchy r.&r,

| dity, (imskip, BMI)

* Hnr!l_t’ 4
SHE'S A LOSER Far Beited. (imiate, aviy” T "o
THE BUDDIES
Arr. by BILLY MURE
g
45-6121 The Buddies  “She’s a Loser”/ “Heartless”
First appearance: December 15, 1958
TIARA
aX\Vy
1650 notL 3 . BOBBI BOYLE

%% Spia the Bottle
TIARA 6122—Song based on the ro-
T45.6122 Eiven Manlc, Inc. mantic, children's game inspires this |
81083 (ASCAPY 210 happy effort which is sung with feeling
by Miss Boyle. (Essex, ASCAP) |

%% The Fellow Over There
New ballad is sung nicely by the
thrush. (Melody Tralls, BMI)

o -

SPIN THE BOTTLE

Al Bondini-Bddis Wilcex-lew Carey)

BOBBI BOYLE
rr. by BILLY MURE

45-6122 Bobbi Boyle  “Spin the Bottle”/ “The Fellow Over There”
First appearance: December 15, 1958

The first Scepter single appears in Billboard, December 15, 1958.

TIARA

1650 BROADWAY
m———————

T45-6123
581084

THE GOOFERS
(Tiara 6123)

B “'S 0.K. 'S ALRIGHT” (2:00)
+ [Boulden ASCAP — Nicolais]
Good-sounding rocke ch the gim-
mick bit of having imitate the
“It's O0.K., It's Alri; of ventrilo-
quist Senor Wences of Ed Sullivan
TV show fame. Combo work shines.
Even without the attention-getting
gimmick, the number can stand on
its own. Keep tabs on this one.
B “A LITTLE BIT SQUARE BUT
NICE” (2:15) [Jimskip BMI—
Smart, straight swinger on
from the songsters.

A LITTLE BIT SQUARE BUT NICE
1Bob Haymes)

THE GOOFER

45-6123 The Goofers  “A Little Bit Square but Nice”/ “’S OK ‘S Alright”
First appearance: January 24, 1959



TIARA

LOUISE MANNING
(Tiora 6124)

1650 BROADWAY 4 B “THE SHIP OF LOVE” (2:23)
———————

[Prime BMI—Pelaez] Something
of a gypsy-like flavoring to this soft-
T45.6124 beat sentimental. The lark’s recita-

58-1061 tion does well to capture mystical
quality of tune, while a chorus offers
occasional, effective gong bits. Ok por-
tion.

c+“THAT'S A HURTIN’ THING”
& s . (2:00) [Prime BMI—Pelaez] Up-
THAT’S A HURTIN' THING tempo stint on old-hat material.

(Frank Peloez}

LOUISE MANNING

45-6124 Louise Manning “That’s a Hurtin’ Thing”/ “The Ship of Love”
First appearance: February 16, 1959

| AT
|
|‘.|0HNN!E MC CORMICK
1650 BROADWAY Vi %% Tumble In Down
R — TIARA 6125—Instrumental has an unusual
Trumpet Solo sound which will capture some deejay play.

T45-6125  Insire ental ‘(Schemr, BMI)

58-1062 SJ’”:D’MH 251",0,7“\(

%% Pink Lady
| [nstrumental featuring McCormick’s trum-
pet. Good solo effort, IScheror, BMIL)
PINK LADY

(Geor Rein)

45-6125 Johnnie McCormick “Pink Lady”/ “Tumble in Down”
First appearance: March 2, 1959

PETER: CHELLO

(Tiara 6126)

c “THE GUN THAT'S FASTER
+ THAN ME” (2:15) [Jimskin BMI

—Scerra, De Leo] Western dramatic

about a gunman who meets someone

with a faster gun that’s faster than

his, and gets it. Fella veasons this will

745-6)26 Jimskip Mausic, dnc start a vicious cycle wherein someone
581064 &M 215 will try an get the guy who outgunned

him. Chello recites with authority,

c “OUR ANNIVERSARY” (2;()7)‘
+ [Essex ASCAP — Weiss, Ban-
dini] QK middle-beat romantic from
THE GUN THAT'S FASTER THAN ME the artist.

(P. Scerra-§, De Leo)

PETER CHELLO _— s

45-6126 Peter Chello  “The Gun That’s Faster Than Me”/ “Our Anniversary”
First appearance: May 2, 1959



TIARA

1650 BROADWAY

THE GOOFERS
*kk Peclidia
T45.6127 : ; TIARA 6127—The Latin standard goets a
il eer : rocking treatment, with distinctive hora and
percussion arrangement. (Peer, BMI)

& Mameless

Blues, uptempo, with considerable novelsy In
the lyric. Well chanted and the arrange-
ment moves right along, (Jimskip, BMI)

PERFIDIA

(Milton Leeds-Alberto Dominguez;

THE GOOFERS

45-6127 The Goofers  “Perfidia”/ “Nameless”
First appearance: June 1, 1959

JOHNNY KING

% k% Gondola Rock—TIARA 6123—This |
is the story of rock and roll In Venice, It
turns out to be of an Italian folk tune with
a rock and roll figure and It's cute enough
to geab spios. (Cromwell, ASCAP)

& Common Touch—Phliosophical ballad
is sung well hers by Johnny King helped |
by a chorus and rhythm combo; Warbler |
sings it well, (Ludlow, BMI) i

Cromwell Music, inc
(ASCAP) 2:04

GONDOLA ROCK
(Don Rodney-Johnny Cale)

JOHNNY KING

with Yocal Grouj

Arr. & Cond. by SID BASS

45-6128 Johnny King  “Gondola Rock”/ “Common Touch”
Label 59.
First appearance: June 22, 1959

At this point in time, Lew Conetta married his wife Leonara (“Lee”). Although he announced that Tiara
would be releasing new records in the fall, there was only one more single before Conetta shut down
the company.

. . . Tiara’s Lew Conetia,
Caplan, back from his Washington, D.C. honey-
the Fall releases. . . .

who recently married
moon and getting reudy

TIARA

TUNESTERS =

*%xk Wykiup — TIARA 6129 — A rocker
with an American Indian flavor. Scems
the braves want to share the squaws’
wykiup. Lyric and the sound provide some
novelty. (Lugar, ASCAP)

Ax% Casually — A tender ballad, with
triplet-figured arrangement. Makes pleasant
listening. (Garlock, BMI)

46-6129 Tunesters “Wykiup”/ “Casually”
Label 59.
First appearance: September 14, 1959

Meanwhile, Sid Bass and Rick Bruni went on their way to the
short-lived Nautilus label to release one record in late 1958.

Nautilus N-100 Rick Bruni “Angel in Tears”/ “Hey Louisa”



