
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Early Vee-Jay Albums 
 
 
 

1.  Album Label Styles 
2.  Album Listings,  

LP-1001 through 1016,  
1022; LP-100 and LP-101 

3.  Unused Numbers 
Produced by Frank Daniels  



Early Vee-Jay Album Label Styles 
 
VJ58 
The first Vee-Jay label was maroon-colored and featured "Vee-Jay" in script across the middle of the 
label. The first Vee-Jay album has matrix numbers from 1957, but it first appeared in Billboard in Spring, 
1958. 
 
Stereo albums appeared on gold labels, 
although album VJSR-1006 came out with a 
silver label. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are two variations of the script label. This variation, which began with LP-1001, has a thin band 
around the edge of the label. There is nothing written underneath the word "Vee-Jay." Based on the 
dating for Vee-Jay singles, only the first six albums should exist on this label. However, albums 101, and 
VJLP-1001 through VJLP-1016 may all occur on this label style. See below. 
During the early period, RCA Victor usually manufactured albums for Vee-Jay.  Apparently the albums 
pressed by RCA Victor for Vee Jay continued to carry this label style until the rainbow label came along. 
These copies have an RCA matrix number on the label. 
 

 
VJ58t 
This maroon script label is slightly 
different from the one above. The label 
has a thicker silver band around it. Also, 
the abbreviation "TRADE MARK REG" 
appears under the "Vee" of "Vee-Jay." 
This second album label corresponds to 
a similar label for singles. The singles 
label in this style began in mid-1958, but the above label style and 
this one appear to have been used on LP's at the same time…by 
different pressing plants. These earlier albums are known to exist on 

the “trade mark” label:  1001, 1006; 1007; 1008; 1010; 1011; 1012; 1015. VJLP-1022, the last album 
issued on the script label in 1960, is likely to exist only on the "trade mark" script label.  
Albums VJLP-1019, 1020, and 1021 came out after VJLP-1022 and are not believed to exist on the script 
label.  

VJ60 
In August, 1960, Vee Jay modernized to a more colorful label that allowed more space for information. 
That label featured Vee-Jay's new "oval logo" against a black background. Around the perimeter of the 
label is a rainbow color band.  



Early Vee-Jay Albums  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1001 Crazy Little Mama 
The El Dorados 
Release Date: BB April 14, 1958 
The Magnificents performed two songs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1002 Goodnite, It’s Time to Go 
The Spaniels 
Release Date: c. March/April, 1958 
The matrix number and the RCA job number indicate that this album was prepared at the same time as 
LP-1001.  The label gives the title as Goodnight, It’s Time to Go. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1003 We Bring You Love 
Sarah McLawler and Richard Otto 
Release Date: CB March 8, 1958 
The matrix numbers immediately precedes those of 1001 and 1002. 



Vee Jay sent a message to Cash Box (18 Ja 58) that their first album, VJLP-1003, was “causing quite a 
stir” in Chicago. This may have been just a good public relations effort, since they were advertising 
regularly in the trade magazines but no ads for the LP appear until March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJSR-1003 We Bring You Love 
Sarah McLawler and Richard Otto 
Release Date: August, 1959 
The RCA Victor job numbers indicate a date in 1959.  According to Billboard and the back cover of the 
mono LP, Pentron of Chicago made the album available on stereo inline tape as Pentape AUS-901 and 
Pentape AUS-902 as early as January, 1958. The mono album came out in 1958 and featured eight 
songs. The stereo album from 1959 not only features nine songs, but also the songs are in an entirely 
different sequence, and they are not the same. One of the songs from the mono album, “Babe in the 
Woods,” does not appear on the stereo album. On the other hand, the stereo lineup sports two songs, 
“Alone” and “Sophisticated Lady,” that are not on the mono album. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1004 I’m Jimmy Reed 
Jimmy Reed 
Release Date: CB August 23, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1005 The Swingin’est 
Bennie Green 
Release Date: CB June 13, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1005 The Swingin’est 
Bennie Green 
Release Date: August, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1006 We Bring You Swing 
Sarah McLawler and Richard Otto 
Release Date: CB August 8, 1959 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJSR-1006 We Bring You Swing 
Sarah McLawler and Richard Otto 
Release Date: CB August 8, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1007 I’m John Lee Hooker 
John Lee Hooker 
Release Date: c. July, 1959; CB August 8, 1959 
The XCTV- prefix on one pressing indicates that Columbia Records made it. 
I know of no copies from RCA Victor, so this may have been the first album 
that another company pressed, and in addition it is the first album known 
on Label 58t, but not on Label 58. 
The Vee-Jay job numbers on this album precede those of LP-1006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1008 Rockin’ With Reed 
Jimmy Reed 
Release Date: CB August 8, 1959 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1009 Gene Allison 
Gene Allison 
Release Date: BB October 5, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1010 Oh, What a Nite 
The Dells 
Release Date: BB October 5, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1011 Wade Flemons 
Wade Flemons 
Release Date: BB October 5, 1959 
Vee Jay changed the album’s track selection at the last minute, so that a few songs are different on the 
final version. The first batch of labels lists the “original” track listing. As far as I know, all of the albums 
play the correct listing, and every cover shows the correct listing. 



Original Listing (some labels) Corrected Listing (most labels, all covers) 
Side One Side One 
What’s Happening Woops Now 
Never Let Me Go Easy Lovin’ 
Too Long Will Be Too Late To Long Will Be Too Late (misspelled) 
It’s So Much Fun It’s So Much Fun 
Slow Motion Slow Motion 
Goodnite, It’s Time to Go Goodnite It’s Time to Go 
Side Two Side Two 
Here I Stand Here I Stand 
Don’t Be Careless Don’t Be Careless 
A Great Romance What’s Happening 
Purposefully Purposefully 
The Angels Will Tell You The Angels Will Tell You 
The Baby Likes to Rock The Baby Likes to Rock 
 
Observe that “A Great Romance” and “Never Let Me Go” were replaced by two recent single sides, 
“Woops Now” and “Easy Lovin’.” I am not aware of the other two songs ever being released. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tempus TL-101 Danceable Dixieland Jazz 
Dave Remington and his Dixie Six 
Release Date: c. October, 1959; BB December 14, 1959 
 
Cash Box reported in its September 6, 1958, issue that Tempus 
Records was a new label in Pioria (IL) that had just released its 
first record. Operated by young entrepreneur Steve Clark, 
Tempus was a local label that quickly picked up talent. Vee-Jay 
executives observed Clark’s talent, and by November of the 
following year they convinced him to join them at Vee-Jay – 
where he eventually became a corporate vice president. Clark 
brought artists such as the Dixie Six with him to Vee-Jay.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kats Karavan LP-100 Old Favorites 
Various Artists (DJ Jim Lowe) 
Release Date: BB November 30, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vee Jay LP-101 Danceable Dixieland Jazz 
Dave Remington and his Dixie Six 
Release Date: BB November 30, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1012 At the Gate of Horn 
Memphis Slim 
Release Date: CB January 9, 1960 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1013 Walter Perkins’ MJT+III 
MTJ+III 
Release Date: BB November 23, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJSR-1013 Walter Perkins’ MJT+III 
MTJ+III 
Release Date: BB November 23, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1014 Go 
Paul Chambers 
Release Date: BB December 7, 1959 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJSR-1014 Go 
Paul Chambers 
Release Date: BB December 7, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1015 Bill Henderson 
Bill Henderson 
Release Date: BB April 11, 1960 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1016 Kelly Great 
Wynton Kelly 
Release Date: CB April 16, 1960 
Kelly’s last name is misspelled on the cover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJSR-1016 Kelly Great 
Wynton Kelly 
Release Date: c. July/August, 1960 
Kelly’s last name is misspelled on the cover. 
Based on the RCA Victor job number, Vee-Jay released the stereo album later  
in the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VJLP-1022 Found Love 
Jimmy Reed 
Release Date: c. late July, 1960 (CB August 6, 1960) 
Pressed by ARP. 



A Few Unused Album Numbers 
 
In the July issue of Jazz Review, Vee Jay advertised the release of three new jazz albums, 
numbered VJLP-1017, VJLP-1018, and VJLP-1021 – the first two of which were also to be 
available in stereo. However, Vee Jay was in the middle of a rebranding process. That 
process involved the creation of a new logo and label design and resulted in the label’s 
jazz albums being moved from the main (1001) series into a new jazz series beginning 
with 3005.  Apparently Vee-Jay reissued Wynton Kelly’s album with the number “3004” 
at a later time, and numbers 3001 to 3003 do not seem to exist. 
 
All three of the jazz albums that had been slated for release in July were renumbered and 
became part of that new series.  The Strozier album was numbered 3005, the Shorter 
album became 3006, and the Remington LP emerged as number 3009; all three were 
available in stereo. Numbers 1017 and 1018 were not used for any other albums, but in 
the August 22, 1960, issue of Billboard the label announced the release of an ad 
campaign called Teen Delights – capped off by a newly-issued VJLP-1021 with that title. 
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