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Label Styles 
Albums 
 
Label 54 
Yellow label with black print 
Years:  April-May, 1954 
Numbers:  LX-3000 through LX-3009; LPX-3010 to 3012 
 
 
 
Label 54a 
White label with red print 
No print at the bottom of the label 
Years:  May, 1954, to May, 1955 
Numbers:  LX-3000 to 3009; LPX-3010 to 3012;  
LVA-3013 to 3037; LXA-3013 to 3035 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Label 54b 
Red/White Label 
White label with red print 
“Long 33 1/3 Play” at the bottom of the label 
Years:  May, 1955, to December, 1955 
Numbers: LVA-3037 to LVA-3040; LXA 3032, 3035 to 3056 

 
  



Clips from Trade Magazines 
 
Billboard, April 11, 1953     Billboard, August 8, 1953 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Billboard, November 21, 1953  Cash Box, January 30, 1954 Billboard, April 3, 1954 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cash Box, April 17, 1954 

  



Albums – Original Vault Series (LX-3000 to LX-3009) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3000 Jimmy Yancey Blues and Boogie 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
The original cover was olive green; later covers were chocolate/brown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3001 Rex Stewart Rex Stewart and his Orchestra 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3002 Jimmy Lunceford And his Chickasaw Syncopators 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
Some (later?) covers have a slightly deeper (orange) background. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3003 Ben Pollack Featuring Benny Goodman 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
Later covers have a darker background. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3004 Bennie Moten Kansas City Jazz, Vol. 1 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
Earlier covers are more teal; later covers are more green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3005 Soundtrack Murderer’s Row 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3006 Johnny Dodds Washboard Band 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3007 The Original Dixieland Jass Band  
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
Later covers are slightly brighter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3008 Jelly Roll Morton Jelly Roll Morton’s Red Hot Peppers 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
Earlier covers are more orange; later covers are more red. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LX-3009 Various Artists The Jug Bands 
Release Date: BB April, 1954 
Backgrounds of Jazz, Vol. 1 
 

During the month of May, 1954, the “X” label prepared three more releases. They regarded these to be 
popular releases rather than Jazz releases, and so they prefixed the albums with LPX- instead of LX- 

 

  



Albums – Transitional Popular Albums (LPX-3010 to LPX-3012) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LPX-3010 Jose Bethancourt Irving Berlin Waltzes 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LPX-3011 C. Sharpe-Minor When Day is Done 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LPX-3012 Roy Smeck  South of the Border 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
It became apparent immediately that “X” should not use the same prefix for its popular and Vault 
Originals series. All releases numbered after 3012 were separated into two series:  LVA- for the Vault 
Originals and LXA- for popular albums. These series initiated with the number 3013 in late May, 1954. 



Albums – Vault Originals (LVA-3013 to LVA-3040) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3013 Fletcher Henderson And His Connie’s Inn Orchestra 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3014 Wingy Manone  Volume 1 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3015 Mezz Mezzrow  Swing Session 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3016 Various Artists Country and Urban Blues 
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
Backgrounds of Jazz, Vol. 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3017 Jean Goldkette Big Band Jazz of the 20’s 
Release Date: Record Changer September, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3018 King Oliver Uptown Jazz 
Release Date: Record Changer September, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LVA-3019 Unreleased 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3020 The Missourians Harlem in the 20’s 
Release Date: Record Changer September, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3021 The Washboard Rhythm Kings Washboard Jazz at its Wildest 
Release Date: Record Changer October, 1954 
“Vault Originals” appears on the label from now on. 
 
LVA-3022 Unreleased 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3023 Earl Hines Piano Solos 
Release Date: Record Changer October, 1954 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3024 Sidney Bechet And His New Orleans Feetwarmers 
Release Date: Record Changer October, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3025 Bennie Moten Kansas City Jazz, Volume 2 
Release Date: Record Changer October, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3026 Charlie Johnson’s Paradise Band  Harlem in the Twenties Volume 2 
Release Date: Record Changer November, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3027 Tommy Ladnier Tommy Ladnier 
Release Date: Record Changer December, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3028 Jelly Roll Morton Red Hot Peppers Vol. 2 
Release Date: CB December, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3029 Various Artists New Orleans Styles 
Release Date: CB December, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3030 Teddy Hill The Swing Era, Vol. 1 
Release Date: Record Changer  January, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3031 McKinney’s Cotton Pickers Big Band Jazz of the Twenties, Vol. 1 
Release Date: Record Changer  January, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3032 Various Artists Kings of the Blues 
Release Date: Record Changer  January, 1955 
Backgrounds of Jazz, Vol. 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3033 Red Allen Ridin’ With Red Allen 
Release Date: Record Changer  February, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3034 Bunny Berigan/Wingy Manone Swing Session:  1935 
Release Date: Record Changer  February, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3035 Fats Waller Young Fats Waller 
Release Date: Record Changer  March, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3036 Joe Venuti/Eddie Lang Joe Venuti and Eddie Lang 
Release Date: Record Changer  March, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3037 Duke Ellington Early Recordings, Volume One 
Release Date: Record Changer  May, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3038 Bennie Moten Kansas City Jazz, Volume 3 
Release Date: Record Changer  May, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3039 Tiny Parham South Side Jazz 
Release Date: Record Changer  September, 1955 
Chicago Jazz from the Twenties 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LVA-3040 Paul Whiteman Featuring Bix Beiderbecke 
Release Date: Record Changer  September, 1955 
 
 
 
Orrin Keepnews and Bill Grauer were the producers of the Vault 
Originals series for Label “X”. Both had written for Record 
Changer – which (by this time) Grauer owned, and the two were 
the brain trust behind Riverside Records. In fall, 1955, they 
published a book together about jazz history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Albums – Popular Series (LXA-3013 to LXA-3056) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3013 Ben Light   Ben Light Salutes the States  
Release Date: BB May, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3014 Russ Case and Orchestra  Sleepy Serenades  
Release Date: BB June, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3015 Lighthouse Singers   Christmas Carols  
Release Date: BB August, 1954 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3016 Roy Smeck   Christmas in Hawaii  
Released:  c. August, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3017 Ben Light   Spotlight  
Released:  fall, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3018 C. Sharpe-Minor  Songs of Inspiration  
Released:  fall, 1954 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3019 Susan Reed   I Know My Love  
Released:  fall, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3021  Neal Hefti    Music of Rudolf Friml 
Release Date: BB February 5, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3022 Pick Temple  Folk Songs of the People  
Release Date: Record Changer March, 1955 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3025  Tony Pastor  Tony Pastor's Best  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3026 Urbie Green  A Cool Yuletide  
Release Date:   CB November 27, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3027 Page Cavanaugh Trio   Page Cavanaugh Trio   
Release Date: CB January 1, 1955  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3028  Lefty Wright  Boogie Woogie Piano  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3029 Ben Light  Once Over Lightly  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3032 Joseph Cotten  The Story of Moses 
Release Date:  BB November, 1955 (story from June 25 plans for October release) 
Based on the comic strip by John Lehti.  Label “X” announced the project in March, but it took some 
time to complete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3033  Bill Darnel  Bill Darnel Sings  
Release Date:  BB April 30, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3034 Red Norvo Red’s Rose Room/Red's Blue Room  
Release Date: CB  April 23, 1955 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3035 Matty Matlock   Sports Parade  
Release Date:  CB April 30, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3036 Roy Ross Quintet  Twelve for One 
(EXA-40 shown) 
A reissue of two EPs from February, 1955. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3038  Buddy Brennan Piccadilly Dance Party  
Release Date: CB May 21, 1955 
(EXA-78 shown) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3040  Danny Duncan and His Orchestra  Ragtime Jamboree  
Released CB June, 1955  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3043 Larry Green Hour of Parting 
Release Date:   CB June 4, 1955 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3048  Neal Hefti  Scotch Broth/Irish Stew 
Release Date: c. June, 1955 
A reissue of two EPs from February, 1955. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3051  Ronald Reagan The Story of Abraham and Solomon 
Release Date: BB December 3, 1955 (released in November) 
Based on the comic strip by John Lehti. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3055 Robert Preston  The Story of Samson and Joshua 
Release Date: BB December 3, 1955 (released in November) 
Based on the comic strip by John Lehti. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LXA-3056 Brian Aherne  The Story of Joseph 
Release Date: BB December 3, 1955 (released in November) 
Based on the comic strip by John Lehti.  
 
 
Like most of the industry, Label “X” shifted to twelve-inch albums in 1955. This is probably the reason 
why so many numbers in the Popular Ten-Inch series seem to have gone unused. In fact, they released 
only four ten-inch LPs after September, and these are the relatively scarce Tales from the Great Book 
series. At the end of the year, “X” changed its name to Vik (slang for “Victor”), and the ten-inch albums 
were deleted from the catalog. 


