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London released no copies of this album with promotional labels. Instead, the promotional copies 
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The story of The Family Way began with an episode of the British television series, 
Armchair Theatre, that aired on January 29, 1961. The episode was entitled 
“Honeymoon Postponed.” It starred Trevor Bannister as Arthur Finton and Lois 
Daine as Jenny Finton. Although Bannister had a long and varied career, including 
a famous stint on Are You Being Served, the episode is best known for having 
been written by Bill Naughton. 
 
Two years later, Naughton had adapted the same story into a play, All in Good 
Time. The play grew in popularity, first in Great Britain and then in the United 
States, until in 1965 it debuted on Broadway. 
 
The play attracted enough attention that 
British Lion Films decided to create a movie 
adaptation of it in 1966. The adaptation was 
the only cinema film shot that year which was 
funded entirely by British money. Warner 
Brothers partnered with British Lion to launch 
the movie in the United States. 

 
The new title of the movie was The Family Way. It starred Hayley Mills, who had been 
known for playing “adorable” child roles (such as her notable role in The Parent Trap). 
More recently, she had starred with Dean Jones in That Darn Cat. Trying to escape being 
typecast, Mills had appeared in The Trouble With Angels – to moderate success. Paul 
McCartney secured the opportunity to create soundtrack music for the film – in the form 
of an interesting instrumental piece called “Love in the Open Air.” His work was 
remarkable for having been the first solo musical effort by any member of the Beatles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warner Brothers promoted the movie heavily, and it received mostly positive reviews. Paul’s 
composition, too, was noteworthy. For it, he received an Ivor Novello Award in 1967, and 
several groups released single versions of the song right away. George Martin, who produced 
most Beatles sessions and the film soundtrack, recorded his own version of the song. Since it 
attracted little attention in Britain, he rearranged it for the American single, so the two 
recordings are actually quite different. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paul completed “Love in the Open Air” shortly before the film’s scheduled release date. George Martin 
created arrangements and added the recordings to the film at CTS Studios, going back and forth from 
there to work with the Beatles on “Strawberry Fields Forever.” Observe that (in the United States) “Love 
in the Open Air” was published by Comet Music Corporation, which was associated with EMI and which 
would publish the songs from the Magical Mystery Tour movie later in 1967. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Family Way wound up being the 
first Beatles-related record to be 
released simultaneously on vinyl and 
in all of the major tape formats, 
including: 
Reel-to-reel tape (LPL-70136) 
Four-track cartridge (LFX-17136) 
Eight-track cartridge (LE-72136) 
Cassette tape (LKX-57136) 
Following A Hard Day’s Night, this was 
only the second Beatles-related 
release to come out on cassette.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


