Venus and Mars
Wings
First appearance in trade magazines: June 7, 1975

Label 75

Capitol SMAS-11419

The print around the rim of the label mentions McCartney Music.

Capitol did not release promotional copies of the album; some commercial copies
were used in a promotional capacity. Capitol also released a generous press kit.
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Inner Cover
The LP was pressed by all three Capitol pressing plants.
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WINGS~Venus And Mars, Capitol SMAS-11419. Lat
est effort from Paul McCartney and friends is another set
of fine rack, but with some strong basic differences from
past LPs. First, it stands less as 2 collection of good rock
singles and more as a collection of various styles of music
that can also work as singles, Styles range from the per
fect Top 40 rock McCartney is such a master of to New
Orleans, horn filled cuts to '20s flavored tunes to oldie
sounding songs to some big brass arrangements
McCartney's vocals range from the smooth ballad style
he has always handled well to a raunchier rock sound
that he has heretofore been unable to attain. even on his
wilder singles. In other words, he sounds less like a soft
voice singer trying to scream and more like a legitimate
screamer. Addition of Jimmy McCulloch has added a
strong rock guitar vein and has allowed Denny Laine to
switch to bass and spend more time on vocal harmonies
Linda also sounds like more of a singer. Guest musicians
like Tom Scott. Allen Toussaint and Dave Mason also add
to the variety of sounds and add an authenticity to the
sounds and styles explored. A much more musically intri
cate project than Wings' other solo effort without losing
the feeling of fun and spontaneity that good rock has al
ways offered. And, to serve up the old cliche, all possible
singles.

Best cuts: “Love Song,” “You Gave Me The Answer
‘Magneto And Titanium Man," “Spirits Of Ancient
Egypt,” “Medicine Jar" (letting Laine and McCulloch
handle some vocals), “Call Me Back Again,” “Listen To
What The Man Said

Dealers: Deluxe package and an artist who ranks with
Elton John and Led Zeppelin as far as anticipation of
product at the consumer level




Posters

The album also came with two posters. Poster pl is labeled SMAS-11419A. It shows Paul,

Linda, and

Denny walking down the streets of New Orleans. Poster p2 is labeled SMAS-11419B. It shows nine
images, underneath which appears, “Venus and Mars are alright tonight.”
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Stickers
The first sticker (s1) appears on nearly all copies of the album. The round sticker is affixed
to the front cover in the upper right quadrant. There are two variations of this sticker.

Sticker sla has slightly smaller print than sticker s1b, and the typeface used on the catalog
number is different.
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Sticker s2 also exists in two varieties. Most copies of the large, round sticker appear on a
square piece of backing paper (s2a), but on some copies, the backing paper is round and
is no larger than the sticker itself. This sticker is labeled SMAS-11419C.

Sticker s3 (SMAS-11419D) gives the approximate sizes and year length of each of the
planets in the solar system.
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Certified Gold

Released c. 1978. HOLLYWOOD — Capitol Records Paul

McCartney and Wings LP “Venus and
Mars™ has shipped gold, stated Don Zim-
mermann, senior vice D'F}Sldenf O'
marketing at Capitol Records, Inc. The
new album, which was released world-
wide on the Capitol label, is the artist's
first solo effort to receive RIAA gold rec
ord certification upon its release. It has
come on the Cash Box LP chart at #17
withabullet

‘Venus and Mars” and the single from
the album, “Listen To What The Man
Said"” were composed. produced and
performed by McCartney and Wings un-
der the group’s new exclusive recording
agreement with Capitol

Winchester

Capitol’s four-year worldwide contract with Capitol Records expired in March 1979. At that point, Paul
returned to Parlophone in the UK and signed with Columbia Records in North America. The arrangement
between Paul and the two American labels allowed Columbia to reissue the records in his back catalog,
once five years had elapsed since the album’s first release. For Venus and Mars, this allowed Columbia to
reissue the album beginning in 1980.

Label 75
Capitol Q8W-11419
PuIe II

Like most records at the time, Venus and Mars was released in other formats:
eight-track and cassette tape. In addition to the usual stereo tape, there was
also a four-channel quadraphonic mix available on eight-track.

What if it had come out on Apple?




Label 70

Columbia JC-36801
Red/orange label. Columbia and the speaker logo appear six times around the
perimeter.

The MPL logo at the top of the label is the logo that the company used from 1975 to 1982.

Label 70a

Columbia JC-36801

Red/orange label. Columbia and the speaker logo appear six times around the
perimeter.

The MPL logo at the top of the label is the newer “juggler” logo. Released 1982 to 1984.

Label 70a

Columbia PC-36801

Red/orange label. Columbia and the speaker logo appear six times around the

perimeter. In 1985, Columbia moved the album into its budget (PC-) series.

When Paul returned to Capitol in ’85, they did not reissue the
album as an LP.

From a Promotional Film for the Album




