
Little Richard Records (1951 to 1958) by Frank Daniels 
 
Richard Penniman was one of the originators of rock-and-roll music as we know it. As a performer, he got 
his start at age 14 when Sister Rosetta Tharpe invited her to open for him at a concert. He began singing 
rhythm-and-blues in 1949. Within the next year, he had become influenced by Billy Wright’s flamboyant 
stage persona and incorporated elements of it into his own. By 1951, Wright had gained Richard the 
introductions that he needed to obtain a recording contract with RCA Victor. That same year, he began 
playing the piano, for which he would develop a unique, frenzied style. These pages identify the first 
pressings of each of Little Richard’s records from 1951 through 1958, and provide brief information 
through 1960. All of his hits are here. As this page brings his music to mind, you will no doubt realize why 
Richard considered himself the personification of rock and roll. 
 
 
 
  



Little Richard at RCA Victor 

“Taxi Blues”/ “Every Hour”  20-4392/47-4392 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 24, 1951 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Get Rich Quick”/ “Thinkin’ ‘Bout My Mother”  20-4582/47-4582 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 29, 1952 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Ain’t Nothin’ Happenin’”/ “Why Did You Leave Me”  20-4772/47-4772 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: July 19, 1952 
This was the first Little Richard release on Label 52. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Please Have Mercy on Me”/ “I Brought it All on Myself”  20-5025/47-5025 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 1, 1952 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Little Richard at Peacock and Specialty 

“Ain’t That Good News”/ “Fool at the Wheel”  (5-) 1616 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: May 30, 1953 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Shown as by the Deuces of Rhythm & Tempo Toppers 
 
“Always”/ “Rice, Red Beans, and Turnip Greens”  (5-) 1628 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 13, 1954 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Shown as by the Tempo Toppers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Tutti-Fruitti”/ “I’m Just a Lonely Guy”  561 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 13, 1955 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Little Richard’s Boogie”/ “Directly from My Heart to You” (5-) 1658 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 10, 1956 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Long Tall Sally”/ “Slippin’ and Slidin’”  572 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 17, 1956 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Rip It Up”/ “Ready Teddy”  579 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 16, 1956 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Heeby-Jeebies”/ “She’s Got It”  584 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 13, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Girl Can’t Help It”/ “All Around the World”  591 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 24, 1956 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Lucille”/ “Send Me Some Lovin’”  598 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 2, 1957 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s Little Richard  SP-100 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 23, 1957 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In about September 1957, this album was reissued with a new catalog number,  
SP-2100. This was the only album that Little Richard released while he was 
under contract to Specialty Records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



“Maybe I’m Right”/ “I Love My Baby”  (5-) 1673 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: May 4, 1957 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Jenny, Jenny”/ “Miss Ann”   606 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: May 27, 1957 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Keep a’ Knockin’”/ “Can’t Believe You Wanna Leave”  611 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: September 9, 1957 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It was at this time that Specialty reissued Little Richard’s first album as SP-2100. At the same time, they 
also released an LP by the Gerald Wiggins Trio, Around the World in 80 Days (SP-2101). The following 
month, another Specialty album came out. That release was Hal Hidey’s album of Barroom Music With a 
Broad Appeal (SP-2102). 
 
Meanwhile, in Australia on October 12, Little Richard announced that he was leaving the world of rock 
and roll to become a gospel minister. The news in that article, “Little Richard Gets the Call,” was a surprise 
to the many rock-and-rollers who had looked forward to each of Richard’s records. 

 
“Good Golly Miss Molly”/ “Hey-Hey-Hey-Hey!”  624 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: January 20, 1958 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Evelyn”/ “Dedicated to You”  SP-2103 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: March 30, 1958 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Ooh! My Soul”/ “True Fine Mama”  633 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines:  May 19, 1958 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Baby Face”/ “I’ll Never Let You Go”  645 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines:  September 8, 1958 
 

 

 

 
 
 



“She Knows How to Rock”/ “Early One Morning” 652 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: November 17, 1958 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The January 26, 1959, issues of Billboard announced that Little Richard had signed a contract to record 
gospel music. That contract led to two records from Goldisc in early 1960: I’ll Never Walk Alone (GD-4001) 
and I Believe (GD-4002). 
 
“By the Light of the Silvery Moon”/ “Wonderin’”  660 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines:  February 21, 1959 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Kansas City”/ “Lonesome and Blue”  664 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines:  April 6, 1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



The Fabulous Little Richard SP-2104 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines:  May 2, 1959 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also in May, Specialty released an album by Lloyd Price (SP-2105), with it following his huge hit, 
“Personality,” from ABC/Paramount. 
 
“Shake a Hand”/ “All Night Long” 670 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: June 15, 1959 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By this time, Specialty had begun reissuing old material from Little Richard and digging items out of the 
Specialty archives for release. A few more singles followed, but Little Richard had moved on, and Specialty 
was preparing to do the same. Several album collections followed, but after 1960, the label basically 
closed up shop, continuing to press Little Richard records and issuing only a few more singles. Not wishing 
to be involved in the pay-to-play scheme known as Payola, owner Art Rupe essentially shuttered the label. 
It reopened briefly in the late 1960s, releasing only reissues. 
 
Little Richard Penniman bounced around from label to label after that. After End Records, he released 
singles for Little Star, Mercury, and Atlantic before returning briefly to Specialty in 1964. After that, he 
went on to Vee-Jay Records, then Modern, then Okeh, and by 1970 he was on Reprise. His last Top-Forty 
single, though, was “Ooh! My Soul” (Specialty 633). All in all, he scored seven major hits for Specialty and 
released quite a few other songs of note. 
 
 
 
 
 



“Save Me, Lord”/ “Troubles of the World”  End 1057 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: August 28, 1959 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Milky White Way”/ “I’ve Just Come from the Fountain” End 1058 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: September 7, 1959 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“Whole Lotta Shakin’”/ “Maybe I’m Right”  680 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: October 12, 1959 
 
 

 
 
“I Got It”/ “Baby”  681 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: January 11, 1960 
 

 
 
 
 
“Directly from My Heart”/ “The Most I Can Offer”  681 
1st Appearance in Trade Magazines: April 25, 1960 


