
Goodnight Vienna 
First appearance in trade ads:  November 23, 1974 
 
Label c74 
Stereo    SW-3417 
Custom label with ring nebula. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Factories: Los Angeles, Jacksonville, Winchester 
 
Sticker: 
 
Some Apple copies have a blue oval sticker on the shrink wrap promoting the 
inclusion of two singles. 
 
Cover: 
 
The front cover photograph was taken from a promotional still for the 1951 film, The Day the Earth Stood 
Still. That science-fiction classic featured the human-like Klaatu and his robot assistant, Gort. In that 
movie, “Klaatu barada nikto” is a phrase that is used to prevent Gort from destroying the planet in the 
event that harm befell Klaatu. The authors did not translate it. A sticker promoting the Goodnight Vienna 
album urged people to remember that phrase. The cityscape and moon behind Ringo were not part of the 
original movie still, and of course, artists added a star to Klaatu’s costume. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ringo and John Lennon put together a short promotional film for the album. In the clip, Ringo is dressed 
in his Klaatu costume, leading a parade. Capitol even bought a 23-foot-tall waving statue from a used-car 
dealership in Los Angeles. Shoring up the building’s support, they transported a large flying saucer to the 



top and put the statue onto it. By that time, Michael 
McCloskey had redesigned the statue’s face so that it 
resembled Ringo. They left the display up for 
approximately two months. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inner Sleeve: 
 
The inner sleeve shows song lyrics on one side and a montage of photographs on 
the other. Two of the pictures show Ringo wearing a Beatles “Decade” promotional 
T-shirt (from Capitol Records, 1974).The group shot at the bottom shows John 
wearing the “New York City” shirt that he made famous – with the ringed sleeves 
torn off. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Another promotional item for the album was a mobile featuring a model of Gort 
and a silver star. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Connections: 
 
Goodnight, Vienna was the title of a 1932 movie starring Jack Buchanan. Buchanan also sang the title song 
from the film. Coincidentally (?), Vienna was also the cat owned by lead character Rigsby in the British TV 
series, Rising Damp, which debuted in late 1974. If he put the cat out, he might say in jest, “Goodnight, 
Vienna” – as though the cat might die. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


