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Prior to his work with the Weavers (from November 1948 to 1953), Pete Seeger recorded songs with other 
folk singers, by himself, and as a part of two groups: the Almanac Singers and the Union Boys.  



The Almanac Singers  Songs for John Doe   
Almanac A-1   Early June 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Time magazine reviewed the album in the issue dated September 15, indicating that it had come 
out the previous week. However, they had previously reviewed it in mid-June. 
 

Honest U.S. isolationists last week got some help from recorded music that they would 
rather not have received. Released by the "Almanac Singers," a carefully anonymous 
Manhattan Communist ensemble, was an album of seven Songs for John Doe.  
Professionally performed with new words to old folk tunes, John Doe's singing 
scrupulously echoed the mendacious Moscow tune: Franklin Roosevelt is leading an 
unwilling people into a J. P. Morgan war. The ballad of Billy Boy observes that 
It wouldn't be much thrill  
To die for Du Pont in Brazil.  
Chorus of The Ballad of October 16 (draft registration date):  
Oh, Franklin Roosevelt told the people how he felt;  
We damned near believed what he said.  
He said, I hate war, and so does Eleanor,  
But we won't be safe 'till everybody's dead. 

 
The Almanac Singers  Talking Union   
Keynote A106  September 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Almanac Singers Deep Sea Chanteys  
General G20 October 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Almanac Singers Sod Buster Ballads  
General G21 October 1941 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The General Records Company was a product of Reeves Sound Studios in New York City. At first, the labels 
that General distributed (Acompo and Topical Tempos) were intended for non-commercial use. In 
December 1939 and January 1940, General recorded Jelly Roll Morton’s last songs, which they released 
beginning in April 1940. When the Almanacs recorded for General, the label was at its peak. As the war 
went on, there were fewer releases, and Commodore Records purchased General in 1946 – see the 
reissues below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Almanac Singers  Dear Mr. President    
Keynote A111    June 1942 
 Two of the discs show the number as A112. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Almanac Singers  “Boomtown Bill”/ “Keep That Oil A-Rollin’”  
Keynote 5000  fall 1942 
 
This single was available in limited quantities, only through the Oil Workers’ International Union. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pete Seeger and others Songs of the Lincoln Brigade (Battalion)  
Asch A330  1943 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Union Boys  Songs for Victory: Music for Political Action   
Asch A346    c. May 1944 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Almanac Singers The Martins and the Coys  
BBC XP-33567/8 August 1944 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pete Seeger and others American Folksay  
Asch A432 Fall 1944 
 Seeger on 2 songs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Studio Cast The Lonesome Train  
Decca DA-375 BB November 4, 1944 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Norman Corwin On a Note of Triumph  
Columbia MM-575 June 1945 
Contains “Round, Round Hitler’s Grave” from Dear Mr. President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pete Seeger   America’s Favorite Songs   
Disc 607  Announced January 1946 
 Reviewed January 1947 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Warner   Hudson Valley Songs   
Disc 611  April 1946 
Pete plays and arranges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Woody Guthrie and others  Songs to Grow On: School Days  
Disc 604   Announced July 1946. 
 Pete plays banjo. Reviewed BB March 22, 1947 
 
This album had as its companion Disc 605, Nursery Days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pete Seeger and others Roll the Union On   
Asch 370  1947 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recorded on December 10, 1946. Moses Asch ceased production of Asch Recordings in September 1945, 
with the last record at that time being Asch A-357. From that time on, Asch was operated by Stinson. A 
few select Asch albums came out in 1947, including this one. Moe Asch was using the Disc label from ’46 
on. 
 
 
Folkraft Country Dance Orch.  Country Fair Square Dances (with calls)   
Folkraft F1 Spring 1947  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Folkraft Country Dance Orch.  Country Fair Square Dances (without calls)   
Folkraft F1 Spring 1947  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Folkraft Country Dance Orch.  “Pop Goes the Weasel”/ “My Darling Nellie Gray” (with calls)  
Folkraft F-1014   1947 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Seeger  Let’s All Join In (parts 1-2)   
Young People’s Records YPR-403 September 1947 
 Later reissued as Yankee Doodle and Other Folk Songs  

(YPR-9008, and later CRG-9008) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Almanac Singers* Deep Sea Chanteys  
Commodore C-11 October 1947 
The Almanac Singers* Sod Buster Ballads  
Commodore C-10 October 1947 
 
 
 
These two albums were reissues of the Almanac Singers’ albums on the General label. 
They credit Pete Seeger and the other artists individually, rather than using the  
Almanac Singers name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Elephant and the Ass” (by Goodson and Vale)/ “Travelin’” (Pete Seeger)   
Charter 25 1947 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Zhankoye” (The Berries & Pete Seeger)/ “Mein Shtetele Belz” (The Berries)  
Charter 30 1947 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Black, Brown, and White Blues”/ “Jim Crow”  
Charter 40 1947 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pete Seeger Lullabies and Rounds   
Disc 601 BB January 17, 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The catalog number indicates a release in 1946, but several magazines report a release in 1/48. 
 
“Jim Crow”/ “Ballad of FDR” (both by the People’s Songs Chorus)  
Charter 40 (second pressing) 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Travelin’”// “The Death of Harry Simms”/ “Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues” [Alcoholic Blues]  
Charter 25 (second pressing) 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At right is a first edition of Pete’s famous book on banjo instruction. The first 
edition exists in two printings – both of which are scarce. 



Peter Seeger  Sea Songs   
Young People’s Records YPR 415 November 1948  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Cumberland Mountain Bear Chase”// “Keep My Skillet Good and Greasy”/”’T’ For Texas” 
 Charter 500 = Phonograph 500 1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Unemployment Compensation Blues” (by Boots)/ “No Irish Need Apply”  
Charter RC-1 1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Talking Atom”/ “Newspaper Men”  
Encore 101 summer 1949 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Burl Ives “Mule Train”/ “Greer County Bachelor”  
Columbia 38644 November 1949 
 Pete plays on side A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By this time, Seeger had become a partner in the Weavers, and most of his work from 1949 to 1953 was 
under the Weavers name. 


