Records by Pete Seeger
1941-1949

Prior to his work with the Weavers (from November 1948 to 1953), Pete Seeger recorded songs with other
folk singers, by himself, and as a part of two groups: the Almanac Singers and the Union Boys.



The Almanac Singers  Songs for John Doe
Almanac A-1 Early June 1941

ALVUANAG

ALMANAC RECORD CO., N. Y. RECORD
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"STRANGE DEATH OF
JOHN DOE"
ALMANAC SINGERS

Sepfember Records

Smartest users of music to make poli-
tical points are the Almanac Singers, four
young men who roam around the country
in a $150 Buick and fight the class war
with ballads and guitars. Their recorded
collection Semgs for Jokn Doe, ably hewed

1101-A

Time magazine reviewed the album in the issue dated September 15, indicating that it had come
out the previous week. However, they had previously reviewed it in mid-June.

Honest U.S. isolationists last week got some help from recorded music that they would
rather not have received. Released by the "Almanac Singers," a carefully anonymous
Manhattan Communist ensemble, was an album of seven Songs for John Doe.
Professionally performed with new words to old folk tunes, John Doe's singing
scrupulously echoed the mendacious Moscow tune: Franklin Roosevelt is leading an
unwilling people into a J. P. Morgan war. The ballad of Billy Boy observes that

It wouldn't be much thrill

To die for Du Pont in Brazil.

Chorus of The Ballad of October 16 (draft registration date):

Oh, Franklin Roosevelt told the people how he felt;

We damned near believed what he said.

He said, | hate war, and so does Eleanor,

But we won't be safe 'till everybody's dead.

The Almanac Singers  Talking Union
Keynote A106 September 1941
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The Almanac Singers Deep Sea Chanteys
General G20  October 1941

Vocal 3
Inst. .
BLOW YE WINDS HIGH-C

(New Bedford)

ALMANAC SINGERS

GENERAL\

The Almanac Singers  Sod Buster Ballads
General G21  October 1941

SOD-BUSTER
BALLADS

FOLK SONGS
AMERICA

ALMANAC SINGERS

GENERAL re

The General Records Company was a product of Reeves Sound Studios in New York City. At first, the labels
that General distributed (Acompo and Topical Tempos) were intended for non-commercial use. In
December 1939 and January 1940, General recorded Jelly Roll Morton’s last songs, which they released
beginning in April 1940. When the Almanacs recorded for General, the label was at its peak. As the war
went on, there were fewer releases, and Commodore Records purchased General in 1946 — see the

reissues below.

£ - WWVE YOU NOTICED HOWw

GENERALRECORDS
KEEPS - GROWING 2
2 Ilts because there’s plenty profit
1 _for dealers in this quality line
..-% of specialty Albums and new
;3,‘ package ideas.Watch us g7om?
/ ALBUMS [DEEP SEA CHANTEYS
%)) 7UST OUT!) SOD-BUSTER BALLADS

BV !/ NAUGHTY BUT nice
Packsges. | MOOD MUSIC for the HOME
A few good territories slill open for Jobbers.
GENERAL Recorps Co.

, NEW YORK.

1600 BROADWAY,




The Almanac Singers  Dear Mr. President
Keynote A111 June 1942

Two of the discs show the number as A112.

s Ws. Pesidenteul

L
For LEGIT
MUSICAL

THE ALMANAC SINGERS—mixed
group of folk singers and instrumen-
talists who write their own lyries on
topical themes and set them to tunes
composed by themselves and also
to traditional follt melodies, Their
new album, Dear Mr. President, re-
cently released by Keynote Recordings,
Includes six effective morale builders
dealing with the war effort. They get
terrific effect irom thelr simple,
calehy tunes, both new and bradi-
tlonal; and cven greater effect from
their simple, direct words. Would
be sensational If spotted in a leglt
revue, particularly since their Iyrie-
writing proclivities enable them to
keep abreast of the week's ov even
the day’s events, They're directed by
Earl Robinson.

The Almanac Singers  “Boomtown Bill”/ “Keep That Oil A-Rollin’”

Keynote 5000 fall 1942

This single was available in limited quantities, only through the Oil Workers’ International Union.

Another link in the Communist cultural chain is Keynote Record-
ings, Inc., with offices located at 522 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.
It has been in operation for more than 8 years. This outfit propa-
gandizes through recordings. It has recently extended its efforts in
issuing albums of records of a Communist propaganda nature. One
highly touted album is entitled : “Six Songs for Democracy.” One of
the songs was written by Hans Eisler, brother of Gerhart Eisler, both
of whom are German Communists. The latter, it will be recalle(i, was
heard before a congressional committee not long ago, in the course
of the hearings he was exposed as a Moscow agent active in Commu-
nist Party ranks in this country. Hans Eisler is in Hollywood, writ-
ing music for the movies.®

The songs of Eric Weinert, widely known in Communist circles, are
also distributed by Keynote Recordings. His song, included in the
album of records referred to above, is called Song of the International
Brigade.

eynote Recordings has the endorsement of Paul Robeson, Negro
Communist singer. Recordings of this outfit have been translated by
Leonard Mins and Anne Bromberger. Mins was formerly with the
New Deal OSS at a salary of $4,000 a year. He has been connected
with the League of American Writers, the John Reed Clubs, and he has
taught at one of the Communist schools in New York.

oward Willard, designer of the album cover for Keynote records,
was among those listed in the Communist organ, New Masses, in 1940,
demanding that our Government cease action against Communists for
violating IFederal laws by recruiting soldiers for a Communist army
abroad, and for other illegal activities. He charged the Government
with “badgering Communist leaders.”

Acknowledgment of services rendered Keynote by the above-men-
tioned individuals is made in its literature in a statement written by
Eric Bernay, who was for many years connected with the Communist
organ, New Masses.



Pete Seeger and others Songs of the Lincoln Brigade (Battalion)
1943

Asch A330

The Union Boys
Asch A346

Songs for Victory: Music for Political Action
c. May 1944

asch records

AMERICAN FOLK MUSIC
ASCH LABEL

ALBUM ¥O.

330-SONGS OF THE LINCOLN BATTALION. Con=-
tains 310" records.

432-FOLKSAY (Cowboy Mountain Songs and
Dances). Contains 4-10" records,

343—-SONGS BY LEAD BELLY (Blues). Contains
3-10" records.

344—-COUNTRY DANCES (Reels and Squares).
Contains 3-10” records.

345—BURL IVES, the Wayfaring Stranger {Amer-
ican Folk Songs). Contains 3-10" records
and book by Alan Lomax.

346—-SONGS FOR VICTORY (Music for Political
Action). Contains 3-10" records.

347~WOODY GUTHRIE (Popular Favorites). Con-
tains 3-10" records.

348—-SONGS BY JOSH WHITE (Popular Favorites
and Blues), Contains 3-10" records,

550-BLUES (Traditional). Contains 3-12" records.



The Almanac Singers  The Martins and the Coys
BBC XP-33567/8 August 1944

RADIO TIMES ISSUE DATED JUNE 23

9.35 ‘THE MARTINS AND THE
* coy’

A ‘Mountain Ballad Open by
Elizabeth Lomax

Narrator . Buﬂ Ives
Unecle Boo .. Wi
Wt firey Bryant
i Oaty, Jimmy Dobson
> THE COYS | mlu Katherine Raht
par | Sar, .. Helen Claire
Al«r Woody Guthrie
and Fohn Mitchell, Carson” Roblson
Carl Emory, Robert Haag, Donald
Bain
Solo  son by Burl Ives, Woody
Guthrie, ‘:ndyl.ny May FPearson, A CONTEMPORARY FOLK TALE
supported by Arthur Smith (fddle),
Pete Seeger (banjo), Senny -r.‘n».v PURITTEN BY ELIZABETH LOMAX ARRANGED BY ALAN LOMAX
(harmonica), Tom Glazer, Gilbert CONTEMPORARY SONGS BY WOODY GUTHRIE AND THE ALMANACS

Houston, Margaret Johnson, Bella
Allen, and Rosalle Allen.

Contemporary songs composed by
Woody Guthrie and the Almanacs :
production arranged by Alan Lomax
and D. G. Bridson, and produced in
New York® by Roy Lockwood. (Re-
cording)

Pete Seeger and others American Folksay w“un;
Asch A432 Fall 1944
Seeger on 2 songs

Recordings.

NEW YORK

4323 A > Vocal-Guitars

FOLKSAY
Don't Lie Buddy
(answer back song)

Joth White, Lead Belly
(Ma 63)

Asch:

Gift shopping is helped along by
well-drawn poster decals, in full color,
for display by dealers. They feature
Burl Ives in American songs and bal-
lads: Buckeyed Jim, Blue Tail Fly,
Henry Martin, The Bold Soldier, Foggy
Dew, Black is the Color, Sow Took the
Measles and Poor Wayfaring Stranger.
“American Folksay” is another album
of American ballads and dances which
include: Cindy, 900 Miles, Who Is
Goin’ To Shoe Your Pretty Little Feet
and others, featuring artists like Wood
Guthrie, Josh White, Lead Belly and
Pete Seeger.
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Studio Cast The Lonesome Train
Decca DA-375 BB November 4, 1944

ECCA

PERSONAI.ITY SERIES
WANUFACTURED BY DECCA RECORDS,INC..NEW YORK, U5 A

(71969)

Album No. 75 i
1bum No 25a Musical Legend
6 sidrs——l

THE LONESOME
(Earl Robinson-Millard L

LYN MURRAY AND HIS OR TRA
JEFFRY ALEXANDER CHORUS

on a note *

Norman Corwin On a Note of Triumph of triumph
Columbia MM-575 June 1945
Contains “Round, Round Hitler’s Grave” from Dear Mr. President.

FROM D-DAY THROUGH VICTORY IN EUROPE

The German Army General Staff
They must have missed connections.
They went a hundred miles a day,

But in the wrong directions.

Round and round Hitler's grave, Forms DISC Company
Round and round we go. A new record label, DISC, goes on
» the market with release of six albums,
We're gonna lﬂ}' that ]cller down ‘aunonnces Moe Asch, of Asch Record-
S ’ 5 | ing Studios, 117 W. 46th St., New
0 he won't get up no mo'. | York, N. Y. “DISC,” Mr. Asch ex-

| plained, “develops logically out of our
previous work on Asch records. With
the end of the war and opening up of
new sources of musical and documen-
tary material, it was felt that a new
label was necessary to cover an en-
larged recording program.”

All DISC releases will be in album
form, both ten and twelve-inch. Spe
cial pressing of selected items will be
made in vinylite, the new, tough-
surface plastic

Each album will be accompanied
with illustrative material in the form
of notes or folders prepared by out-
standing authorities. A broad scope of
subjects and musical material will be
| covered, including folk songs, Jazz,
Ballads, Spirituals, Opera, and Solo
Instrumental Works, Albums will be
packaged in bright, attractive covers in
two, three and four colors. Distribu-
tion in the U. S. will be handled by
Interstate, New York; Independent,
Chicago; Pacific Allied, Los Angeles.
A catalog will be ready soon.




Pete Seeger America’s Favorite Songs
Disc 607 Announced January 1946
Reviewed January 1947

AMERICA’S FAVORITE SONGS (Disc §07)
Six traditional folk melodies, spin-
ning in authentic backwoods style,
are re-created here by a foursome of .
Bess Lomax, Pete Seeger, Butch
Hawes and Tom Glazer, who sing in=
dividually and collectively to the |
accompaniment of their own pluck=
ings of guitar, banjo and mandolin.
They sing and play the folk classics
in the same wistful fashion as the ;
mountain folks did decades ago, giv- |
ing a high degree of authenticity to ,
the disking, making for a rare record
treat. Selections take in Down in the |
Valley, Casey Jones, Go Tell Aunt -
Nancy, Cowboy’s Lament, Buffalo
Gals and Careless Love. A meaning-
less father and son etching graces the
front ‘cover, with the inside cover |
fjarrymz the lyrics of the six selec-
ons.

Frank Warner Hudson Valley Songs
Disc 611 April 1946
Pete plays and arranges.

Woody Guthrie and others Songs to Grow On: School Days s

Disc 604 Announced July 1946. SONGS TO G‘&O
Pete plays banjo. Reviewed BB March 22, 1947 ‘ :

This album had as its companion Disc 605, Nursery Days.

the moppets dergarten.. Nor

the apprecia’ for the youngsters.
fnmm thg%lsa‘m
‘of the social cance to the songs
‘contained in this of three 10-inch
ryecords. Ou ‘is the Skip to
My Lou singing of Lead Belly as he

was prepared

Beatrice Landeck and makes for a
welcome addition to the realm of na-
tive folk music.




Pete Seeger and others Roll the Union On
Asch 370 1947

THE - e
jui nd Seager lo-t i

THIS OLD WORLD = LOOKING FOR A HOME
o N « ROLL THE UNION ON = THE RANKIN TREE
ORDER BY MAIL (Add 50 for pucking and
shipping charges, $1 west of Miniasippi]

THREI 0‘ RECORDS i
i NAME

S| ADDRESS. ..
Ascu ucons Album370 i oo i
$3.93 i Chect encloted [ o0

i bosk

4 anss and g

Recorded on December 10, 1946. Moses Asch ceased production of Asch Recordings in September 1945,
with the last record at that time being Asch A-357. From that time on, Asch was operated by Stinson. A
few select Asch albums came out in 1947, including this one. Moe Asch was using the Disc label from ‘46

on.

Folkraft Country Dance Orch. Country Fair Square Dances (with calls)
Folkraft F1 Spring 1947

HREER, lninr ¥

L

E Set F-1; Square [ 00] A E

g Dances With Calls | KW 110) S

|2 /
\S, INDIAN FILE Fy
3 (Tune: Ten Little Indians) g
g

AL BRUNDAGE, caller

\{%x FOLKRAFT COUNTRY DANCE ORCH.
& PETE SEEGER, LEADER

Folkraft Country Dance Orch. Country Fair Square Dances (without calls)
Folkraft F1 Spring 1947

Folkraft Squares (sold individually) ... $ 89
By Folkraft Country Dance Orch, Pete Seeger, Leader,

WITH CALLS—AL BRUNDAGE, Caller:

Set F-2; Square \

Dances Without Calls O (KW 102) F100—Todion Fle  C
F-1002- lee Old Log Cabin in the Lane
Keep a Steppin’
F- lous—nanbu"y Fair Quadrille
rward Six and Back

WITHOUT CALLS:

F-1004—Life g‘xln the Occan Wave

TEN LITTLE INDIANS

* FOLKRAFT COUNTRY DANCE ORCH. / Ten Little Indians
N\ PETE SEEGER, LEADER Y F-1005—White Cockade and Village Hornpipe
Little Old Log Cabin in the Lane

F-1008—Wabash Cannonball
Angleworm Wiggle

¥-1007—My Darling Nellie Gray
Pop Goes the Weasel.




Folkraft Country Dance Orch. “Pop Goes the Weasel”/ “My Darling Nellie Gray” (with calls)
Folkraft F-1014 1947
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Square Darices Fl0ol4 A
U With Call8 (KW 108)
\

POP GOES THE WEASEL"
(Change Tune: A-Hunting We Will Go)

AL BRUNDAGE, caller

FOLKRAFT COUNTRY DANCE ORCH. '
Pete Seeger, Leader

Peter Seeger Let’s All Join In (parts 1-2)
Young People’s Records YPR-403 September 1947
Later reissued as Yankee Doodle and Other Folk Songs
(YPR-9008, and later CRG-9008)

LET'S ALL JOIN IN

Sung by PETER SEEGER
Weitlen by Oucar Brand

DEEP SEA CHANTEYS

The Almanac Singers* Deep Sea Chanteys

Commodore C-11 October 1947
The Almanac Singers* Sod Buster Ballads
Commodore C-10 October 1947

Nites by ALN LONAX

These two albums were reissues of the Almanac Singers’ albums on the General label.
They credit Pete Seeger and the other artists individually, rather than using the
Almanac Singers name.




“Elephant and the Ass” (by Goodson and Vale)/ “Travelin’” (Pete Seeger)
Charter 25 1947

“Zhankoye” (The Berries & Pete Seeger)/ “Mein Shtetele Belz” (The Berries)
Charter 30 1947
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and ENGLISH I/

“Black, Brown, and White Blues”/ “Jim Crow”
Charter 40 1947

SONGS

BROWN AND WHITE BLUES /




Pete Seeger  Lullabies and Rounds
Disc 601 BB January 17, 1948

LULLABIES AND ROUNDS

The catalog number indicates a release in 1946, but several magazines report a release in 1/48.

“Jim Crow”/ “Ballad of FDR” (both by the People’s Songs Chorus)
Charter 40 (second pressing) 1948

f Charter Records

BALLAD OF F.D.R.

(Tom Glazer)

\ PEOPLE'S SONGS CHORUS |

“Travelin’’// “The Death of Harry Simms”/ “Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues” [Alcoholic Blues]
Charter 25 (second pressing) 1948

Charter Records

)

I. DEATH OF HARRY SIMMS
( )

Jim Garland

2. WINNSBORO COTTON
MILL BLUES

(Traditional)

"
HOW TO paY TH

THE
5-STRING BANJO

4 b
£/ WL SEEGER
% .})

PETE SEEGER

At right is a first edition of Pete’s famous book on banjo instruction. The first
edition exists in two printings — both of which are scarce.
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Peter Seeger Sea Songs
Young People’s Records YPR 415 November 1948

SEA SONGS

1. BOSTON COME-ALL-YE
2. NEW BEDFORD WHALERS

“Cumberland Mountain Bear Chase”// “Keep My Skillet Good and Greasy”/”’T’ For Texas”
Charter 500 = Phonograph 500 1949

Charter Records
500-A C Tr?d;'ioncl

CUMBERLAND MOUNTAIN
BEAR CHASE

PETE SEEGER
With 5.String Banjo

,‘,_/V'
“Unemployment Compensation Blues” (by Boots)/ “No Irish Need Apply”
Charter RC-1 1949

Charter Records

)

NO IRISH NEED APPLY

(Troditional)

PETE SEEGER A




“Talking Atom”/ “Newspaper Men”
Encore 101 summer 1949

SORE

r

4 Pooples
s Songs

TALKING ATOM

(Vern Partlow)

PETE SEEGER

In an interview on 9/8/49, Mrs. Richard McCahon, 16 West
8th St., NYC, furnished names of persons in the Council of the Actors
BEquity Association (100-49952) whom she believed to be communists or
definite communist sympathizers. During the interview she exhibited
a record produced by Bncore Records, Inc., entitled "Talking Atom," ~
written by Vera Partlow, which was apparently produced by People's
Songs inasmuch as the name appeared upon the face of the recording.
Mrs. McCahon played the record and it was noted that the number,
which was sung in a hillbilly fashion by Pete Seeger, was designed
to follow the CP line on the atomic bomb inasmuch as it expressed
the opinion that the US would use the atomic bomb to back up the
capitalist form of government and to intimidate other nations.

Mrs. McCahon stated that Seeger, who was well known as a
hillbilly singer, subtly used his abilities in that line to place

communist propaganda in the minds of his listeners.
Five String. Banjo

(PSE 100)

Burl lves “Mule Train”/ “Greer County Bachelor”
Columbia 38644 November 1949
Pete plays on side A.

‘COLUMBIA

Mfrd. under Pats. Pending Trode Marks Reg. US,
Pat. Off. Marcas Regisiradas Made i USA.

For perfect tane 38644

use Columbia Needles (CO 41847)

MULE TRAIN

From “Singing Guns”
Western Novelty
-Lange-Heath-Glickman-
= Arr: lves -

BURL IVES
with Rhythm Ace.
(Tony Mattola, Guitar: Peter Seeger,
82njo; Bohby Haggart, Bass)

By this time, Seeger had become a partner in the Weavers, and most of his work from 1949 to 1953 was
under the Weavers name.



