
The Weavers 
1949-1953 
 
Pete Seeger was the driving force behind assembling the Weavers into a folk group. He and Lee Hays had 
founded the Almanac Singers in 1940 along with Woody Guthrie. On their own label in May 1941, they 
released Songs for John Doe – a groundbreaking album in the folk tradition that promoted both the 
American worker and the notion of staying out of World War Two. Approximately two months later, they 
released another album of cultural significance: Talking Union (Keynote 106). That same year, they 
released two more albums of folk tunes, one focused on sea chanteys and the other being folk songs 
about America, such as “House of the Rising Sun.” After the bombing of Pearl Harbor prompted the United 
States to enter the war, The Almanac Singers got together again to release Dear Mr. President in May 
1942. Army Intelligence and the FBI labeled the Singers as Communists, and the group split up. 
 
After the end of the war, Seeger and Hays founded People’s Songs, a group dedicated to promoting 
Socialist ideas and Racial Equality. Seeger continued to record his own music, and by 1947, he was 
associated with Charter Records – which released records via People’s Songs. 
 
In fall 1948, Seeger and Hays began to sing for fun with Ronnie Gilbert and Fred 
Hellerman. At their first public appearance at a hootenanny in Manhattan on 
Thanksgiving, they became publicly known as the Weavers. Reportedly, they 
took their name from the 1892 play called The Weavers (Die Weber) – about an 
uprising of weavers in Silesia in 1844. 
 
Although they were set up to begin recording for Charter Records – which was 
associated with the reorganized People’s Artists in 1949, the group was 
destined for bigger things – and to become one of the most influential American 
folk groups.  



“The Peekskill Story”/“The Peekskill Story, Part 2” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  no show 
Released: Late 1949 

 
Label 49 
Charter    C502 
Yellow label 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Weavers’ contribution to this record was the song, “Hold the Line.” 
 
Paul Robeson was a musician who became an activist for socialism and for equality for African-Americans. 
His speech in Paris on April 20, 1949, resulted in a direct investigation of Robison by Congress – one in 
which baseball great Jackie Robinson condemned him. Robeson had made comments about black people 
wanting peace rather than war with the Soviet Union, and the Associated Press summarized those 
comments with words to the effect that black people would rather fight for the Soviet Union than for the 
USA. The printed comments outraged many Americans, and when Robeson scheduled a concert in 
Peekskill (New York) for August, at first they had to reschedule it for September 4th. On that day, there 
were protests against Robeson and against Communism, and some rioting took place. On the record 
released shortly thereafter, Mario Casetta documented the events revolving around what came to be 
called the Peekskill Riots. 
 

“Wasn’t That a Time”/“Dig My Grave” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  no show 
Released: Early 1950 

 
Label 49a 
Charter    503 
White label with red print 
The Weavers recorded five songs in November 1949. From these, Charter 
Records selected two tracks – forming the band’s first single. Pete Seeger also 
recorded one song by himself, which Charter also issued as the B-side of a single 
from Mario (“Boots”) Casetta. 
 
 
 
 



“The Hammer Song”/“Banks of Marble” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  May 1950 
Released: Spring 1950 
 

Label 50 
Hootenanny    101 
Yellow label with no prefix. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Weavers recorded their second proper single in December 1949. The A-side later became famous as 
“If I Had a Hammer,” but for the moment it sold only in circles associated with Socialist protest. The single 
wound up being reissued once (or twice) in 1952. 
 

“Train to the Zoo, Part 1”/“Train to the Zoo, Part 2” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  April 1950 
 

Label 50 
Children’s Record Guild   CRG-1001 
Light Blue, Black, and White label. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Copies from 1951 have a new backdrop and different colors. At least four picture sleeves exist as well. The first 
sleeve (above) has a large “CRG” logo in the lower left and does not mention any age group. Other copies feature a 
statement about being approved by boards of education. Still other copies also state that the recommended age 
group for the record is ages 2-4. Finally, there are copies that have a logo reading “Children’s Record Guild” in the 
lower left. By April 1951, the record was also available at the 45 RPM speed. Although the sleeve does not credit 
them, the songs on this record are by the Weavers. 
 
 



“Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”/“Around the World” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  July 1, 1950 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27053 
White and blue promotional label. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copies of the single pressed from September 1951 on mention its inclusion in a Weavers album. 
Both sides of this record were recorded on May 4th, shortly after the Weavers signed their contract with Decca 
Records. The A-side of this record was in Yiddish. On May 26th, the Weavers returned to the studio with Gordon 
Jenkins and cut the sides of their next single. This time, the song was in English. 
 

“Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”/“Goodnight Irene” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  June 17, 1950 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27077 
Black and Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Both sides of single 27077 were hits, and the Weavers (with Jenkins) had the definitive recording of 
“Goodnight Irene.” The single was released at the “new” speed of 45 RPM also. 
 

“The Roving Kind”/“(The Wreck of the) John B” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  December 2, 1950 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27332 
Black and Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The B-side was a faithful recording of the song that, more famously, the Beach Boys recorded as “Sloop 
John B.” The first appearance of the lyrics in print was in Harper’s Monthly magazine, December 1916, 
and the Weavers recorded both sides on November 3, 1950 – over 30 years later. 
 

“So Long”/“Lonesome Traveler” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  December 23, 1950 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27376 
Blue/white promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These songs were recorded on October 24, 1950 – prior to the selections for single 27332. 
 

  



“Across the Wide Missouri”/“On Top of Old Smoky” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  March 24, 1951 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27515 
Blue/white promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Weavers recorded these 
songs on February 25, 1951. 

 



“When the Saints Go Marching In”/“Kisses Sweeter Than Wine” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  July 21, 1951 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27670 
Blue/white promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Weavers recorded four songs on June 12th. These two were deemed to be the “best” and were 
released as a single shortly thereafter. 
 

Folk Songs of America and Other Lands 
First appearance in trade magazines:  September 9, 1951 

 
Label 49 
Decca    DL-5285 = 9-151 = A-861 
Black/Gold label Microgroove UNBREAKABLE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This album consists of tracks recorded between May 4, 1950, and May 4, 1951. While some of the songs 
had appeared on singles, others were brand new to the buying public. 
 

“We Wish You a Merry Christmas”/“One for the Little Bitty Baby” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  October 13, 1951 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27783 
Blue/white promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was the leadoff single from a new Christmas album by the Weavers. These two tracks come from a 
session on August 23rd. 
 
  



“Jig Along Home”/“Join Into the Game” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  November 10, 1951 

 
Label 43 
Decca    K-37 = 9-161 
White/Yellow label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was the group’s second single recorded through for children – and their first for Decca. 
 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
First appearance in trade magazines:  December 29, 1951 

 
Label 49 
Decca    DL-5373 = 9-284 = A-896 
Black/Gold label Microgroove UNBREAKABLE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recorded in August and September sessions, this was the Weavers’ contribution to the Christmas album 
market. 
 
 

“Old Paint”/“Wimoweh” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  January 19, 1952 

 
Label 43 
Decca    27923 
Teal promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On other copies of the 45, the 
“vocal” information on side A is 
shifted to the right, and the song 
title and information below it are 
shifted down slightly. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Recorded on October 25, 1951, along with the then-unreleased “Midnight Special,” the single tracks 
seemed to be somewhat unremarkable to the trade magazines. The B-side, based on Solomon Linda’s 
recording of “Mbube” in 1939, wound up becoming influential to other artists. “Wimoweh” was played 
extensively in Seattle, was covered by other artists, and wound up being the basis for the Tokens’ hit 
single, “The Lion Sleeps Tonight.” 
 

“The Gandy Dancers’ Ball”/“Around the Corner” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  March 8, 1952 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28054 
Teal promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Weavers’ first recording session of 1952, from February 27th, yielded just two songs – released almost 
immediately as a quick single. 
  



“Hard Ain’t It Hard”/“Run Home to Ma-Ma” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  June 7, 1952 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28228 
Teal promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This time the B-side, “Run Home to Ma-Ma,” came from a session from June 12, 1951, while the A-side 
stemmed from a new session on May 6, 1952. This was an excellent and straightforward rendition of a 
Woody Guthrie song. 
 

“Goodnight, Irene”/“Midnight Special” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  no show; Released: summer 1952 (?) 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28272 
Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps (exists)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The A-side of this new single was actually the familiar Weavers song from 1950. The new part about this 
single was the B-side, which the group had recorded on October 25, 1951. Thinking this to be a reissue of 
an earlier record, the trade magazines did not pick it up, and it seems to have sold very poorly at first. The 
single began to sell in 1960, and I know of no copies of either 78 or 45 that date before 1955; therefore, I 
have shown a copy with Label 55.  
 

“Clementine”/“True Love” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  October 25, 1952 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28434 
Pink promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The recording session on September 17, 1952, produced two singles. The group’s treatment of 
“Clementine” as a peppy song is an interesting rendition – with the Weavers taking turns at the verses. 
 

“Down in the Valley”/“The Bay of Mexico” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  January 24, 1953 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28542 
Teal promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The other two songs recorded on September 17, 1952, did not fare so well as a single, although “Down in 
the Valley” came to be reissued later (backed by “Trouble in Mind”). 
 

“Taking it Easy”/“Benoni” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  April 11, 1953 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28637 
Pink promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Prior to their first breakup, the Weavers assembled for the last time at Decca on February 26, 1953. That 
session yielded the band’s last two singles – this being one of them. 
 
 



“Rock Island Shuffle”/“Sylvie” 
First appearance in trade magazines:  December 26, 1953 
 

Label 43 
Decca    28919 
Pink promotional label. Black/Gold label with DECCA in all caps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Weavers had been contracted to Decca from early 1950 to early 1953. 
When their contract expired, the group disbanded. The group’s output had 
been varied, and their influence had been great among those interested in 
the Folk genre. 
 
The Hootenanny single was reissued once on Hootenanny c. 1951-2 and 
then on Rita Records in late 1952. I know of no copies of the single on the 
Rita label, but the trade magazines mention it. 


